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Introducation:

Six facts we should know, according to Brent Hunter in Personal work
101?

1. Minute 156 people will die without hope

2. Hour 9,360 people will die without hope

3. Day 224,640 people will die without hope

4. Week, 1,572,480people will die without hope
5. Year, 81,768,960 people will die without hope

6. 2.6 Seconds someone will die without hope

John 13:3 A new commandment | give unto you, that ye love one
another; as | have loved you, that ye also love one another. [35] By this
shall all men know that you are my disciples, if ye have love to one
another?

When given the most complete definition of a disciple, it is one who
loves others as Christ has loved us. By this everyone will know you are
the Disciples of Christ.

Luke 14:27 And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me,
cannot be my disciple.

Luke 14:33 So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all
that he hath, he cannot be my disciple.

Disciples is a term used to show how the disciples of Christ are
transformed by the renewing of their minds, so that they may discern
what is the will of God.



We must take God’s great message of salvation to others so that they can respond
to the Good News. How will your loved ones and neighbors hear it unless someone
tells them? Is God calling you to take a part in making his message known in your
community? Think of one person who needs to hear the Good News, and think of
something you can do to help him or her hear it. Then take that step as soon as
possible.

Matthew 28:19-20 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:
[20] Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever | have commanded
you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.
Amen.

Christianity is the practice of making new disciples. In the beginning of
Jesus ministry, when calling Peter. He said, “Follow me and I will make
you fishers of men”. Matthew 4:19.

At the end of Jesus ministry, Jesus institutes the Great Commission.
In this commission, all people are commanded to go and make disciples
of all nations. This is the reason for being a disciple.

Basis of Discipleship:

Discipleship involves winning people to Christ, and building people up
for Christ. New Christians should be taught the basis of discipleship
immediately after becoming a Christian in order to establish them with
an understanding of their faith. It will help them grow in their faith
and fellowship with others. Greater understanding of God’s word will
continue to cause Christian growth.



Chapter 1
WHAT DOES BEING A DESCIPLE OF CHRIST MEAN?

| have been involved in the ministry through preaching and education
for more than 60 years. Witnessing to others for the Lord from the
pulpit was usually easy and often rewarding. Witnessing on a one-to-
one basis is more difficult.

Becoming an effective witness is often difficult, when you feel you are
involving yourself in others business.

I used to feel that if I did not go to people’s houses, invite them to
church, and talk to them about their spiritual relationship, that | was
failing God, and | myself would be lost. It was a ministry of fear.

Later, | began to understand that when | stood ready to help and love
others, that doors would open and opportunities would come.

There are many ways to show your love for Christ. Spend time in
prayer and in studying the Bible. You may also help by giving to those
that God has sent on a special mission and help those in need. Ministry
is not just a work of doing, but also of being. If you do not have a
ministry of peace and rest, you may be approaching your witness for
Christ in the wrong way.

In this electronic age, let your voice be heard.

In this study, you will see many Scriptures to understand and use in
your discipleship living. Don’t seek to control, but to love.

1. Being a disciple means following Jesus in all circumstances.
Mark 8:34 And when he had called the people unto him with his
disciples also, he said unto them, Whosoever will come after me, let him

deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.

Carrying a cross is used to illustrate the ultimate submission required of his
followers of Jesus. He is not against pleasure, nor was he saying that we should



seek pain needlessly. Jesus was talking about the heroic effort needed to follow
him moment by moment, to do his will even when the work is difficult and the
future looks difficult.

2. A sign of discipleship is loving others.

John 13:34-35 A new commandment | give unto you, that you love one another; as
| have loved you, that ye also love one another. [35] By this shall all men know
that ye are my disciples, if ye have love for one another.

To love others was not a new commandment (see Leviticus 19:18), but to love
others as much as Christ loved others was revolutionary. Now we are to love others
based on Jesus’ sacrificial love for us. Such love will not only bring unbelievers to
Christ; it will also keep believers strong and united in a world hostile to God. Jesus
was a living example of God’s love, as we are to be living examples of Jesus’ love.

Our Christ like love will show we are his disciples. How do people feel when they
see petty bickering, jealousy, and division in your church? Do they know you are
Jesus’ followers by your love for one another?

The love of Christ is more than simply a warm feelings; it is an attitude that reveals
itself in action. How can we love others as Jesus loves us? By helping when it’s not
convenient, by giving when it hurts, by devoting energy to others’ welfare rather
than our own, by absorbing hurts from others without complaining or fighting
back. This kind of loving is hard to do. That is why people notice when you do it
and know you are empowered by a supernatural source. The Bible has another
beautiful description of love in 1 Cor. 13.

Proudly Peter told Jesus that he was ready to die for him. But Jesus corrected him.
He knew Peter would deny that he knew Jesus that very night to protect himself
(John 18:25-27). In our enthusiasm, it is easy to make promises, but God knows
the extent of our commitment. Paul tells us not to think of ourselves more highly
than we ought (Romans 12:3). Instead of bragging, demonstrate your commitment
step by step as you grow in your knowledge of God’s Word and in your faith.

3. A disciple of Christ is willing to grow in Christ.



John 15:5 | am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him,
the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.
At times people try to be good, honest people who do what is right. But Jesus says
that the only way to live a truly good life is to stay close to him, like a branch
attached to the vine. Apart from Christ our efforts are unfruitful.

If a vine bears “much fruit,” God is glorified, for daily he sent the sunshine and
rain to make the crops grow, and constantly he nurtured each tiny plant and
prepared it to blossom. This is a moment of glory for the Lord of the harvest when
the harvest is brought into the barns, mature and ready for use! He made it all
happen! This examples shows how God is glorified when people come into a right
relationship with him and begin to “bear much fruit” in their lives.

4.  Being a disciple means believing God’s word.

John 8:31-32 Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye
continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; [32] And ye shall know the
truth, and the truth shall make you free.

God’s word brings light. Jesus is the truth that sets us free (John 8:36). He is the
source of truth, the perfect standard of what is right. He frees us from the
consequences of sin, from self-deception, and from deception by Satan. Jesus
shows us clearly the way to eternal life with God. Thus Jesus does not give us
freedom to do what we want, but freedom to follow God. As we seek to serve God,
Jesus’ perfect truth frees us to be all that God meant us to be.

5. In comforting others, The Lord gives wisdom to bring comfort.

Isaiah 50:4 The Lord God hath given me the tongue of the learned, that I should
know how to speak a word in season to him that is weary: he wakeneth morning by
morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the learned.

God promised to fight for Israel, but Israel sold itself into sin. Israel had caused its
own problems. God was powerless to help?” The people of Israel forgot God and
trusted in other countries to help them. God did not reject Israel, but Israel rejected
God.



When the Disciples of Christ, without sin, call upon God, he gives them wisdom to
speak a word in season to the weary. God called on Israel to leave their sins, and
prevent their own ruin. The Son came to his own, but his own received him not.

When God calls men to happiness, and they will not answer, they are justly left to
be miserable. To silence doubts concerning his power, proofs of it are given. The
wonders which attended his sufferings and death, proclaimed that he was the Son
of God, Matthew 27:54.

6. Disciples are willing to teach others about Christ.

Matthew 28:18-19 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is
given unto me in heaven and in earth. [19] Go ye therefore, and teach all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:

On the basis of that authority, Jesus told his disciples to make more disciples as
they preached, baptized, and taught. With this same authority, Jesus still
commands us to tell others the Good News and make them disciples for the
kingdom.

7. Disciples surrender their lives to God.

1 Peter 4:2 That he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh to the
lusts of men, but to the will of God.

Disciple of Christ should be willing to do God’s will and to suffer for it if
necessary. Sin loses its power to defeat us in our suffering if we focus on Christ
and what he wants us to do. When our bodies are in pain or our lives are in
jeopardy, our real values show up clearly, and sinful pleasures seem less important.
If anyone suffers for doing good and still faithfully obeys in spite of suffering, that
person has made a clean break with sin.

8. Disciples should be concerned with the physical body.
Romans 12:1 | beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye

present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your
reasonable service.


http://www.christnotes.org/bible.php?q=Matthew+27%3A54

When sacrificing an animal according to God’s law, a priest would kill the animal,
cut it in pieces, and place it on the altar. Sacrifice was important, but even in the
Old Testament God made it clear that obedience from the heart was much more
important (see 1 Samuel 15:22; Psalm 40:6; Amos 5:21-24). God wants us to offer
ourselves, not animals, as living sacrifices—daily laying aside our own desires to
follow him, putting all our energy and resources at his disposal and trusting him to
guide us. We do this out of gratitude that our sins have been forgiven. True
disciples of Christ will offer themselves as a living sacrifice.

9. Disciples of Christ practice honesty.

1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

False teachers not only denied that sin breaks our fellowship with God (1 John 1:6)
and that they had a sinful nature (1 John 1:8), but they also denied that their
conduct involved any sin at all (1 John 1:10). That was a lie that ignored one basic
truth: all people are sinners by nature and by practice. At conversion all our sins
are forgiven—past, present, and future. Yet even after we become Christians, we
still sin and still need to confess. This kind of confession is not offered to gain
God’s acceptance, but to remove the barrier to fellowship that our sin has put
between us and God. It is difficult, however, for many people to admit their faults
and shortcomings, even to God. It takes humility and honesty to recognize our
weaknesses, and most of us would rather pretend that we are strong. But we need
not fear revealing our sins to God—he knows them already. He will not push us
away, no matter what we’ve done. Instead he will draw us to himself,

Confession is supposed to free us to enjoy fellowship with Christ. It should ease
our consciences and lighten our cares. But some Christians do not understand how
it works. They feel so guilty that they confess the same sins over and over; then
they wonder if they might have forgotten something. Other Christians believe that
God forgives them when they confess, but if they died with unconfessed sins, they
would be forever lost.

These Christians do not understand that God wants to forgive us. He allowed his
beloved Son to die just so he could offer us pardon. When we come to Christ, he
forgives all the sins we have committed or will ever commit. We don’t need to
confess the sins of the past all over again, and we don’t need to fear that God will
reject us if we don’t keep our slate perfectly clean. Of course we should continue
to confess our sins, but not because failure to do so will make us lose our salvation.
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Our relationship with Christ is secure. Instead, we should confess so that we can
enjoy maximum fellowship and joy with him.

True confession also involves a commitment not to continue in sin. We wouldn’t
be genuinely confessing our sins to God if we planned to commit them again and
just wanted temporary forgiveness. We should also pray for strength to defeat
temptation the next time we face it.

10. Disciples are not over concerned with possessions.

Luke 12:15 And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for
a man's life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth.

Jesus says that the good life has nothing to do with being wealthy, so be on guard
against greed (desire for what we don’t have). This is the exact opposite of what
society usually says. Advertisers spend millions of dollars to entice us to think that
iIf we buy more and more of their products, we will be happier, more fulfilled,
more comfortable. How do you respond to the constant pressure to buy? Learn to
tune out expensive enticements and concentrate instead on the truly good life—
living in a relationship with God and doing his work.
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Chapter 2

BASIC DISCIPLESHIP

Part 2

1. Adisciples understands the gifts and talents the God gives.

1 Peter 4:10
As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as
good stewards of the manifold grace of God.

Some people believe that they have the right to use their abilities as they please.
Others feel that they have no special talents at all. Peter addresses both groups in
these verses. Everyone has some gifts; find yours and use them. All our abilities
should be used in serving others; none are for our own exclusive enjoyment. Peter
mentions speaking and serving others with our abilities.

Romans 12:6-8 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to
us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith; [7] Or
ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching; [8] Or he
that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he that
ruleth, with diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness.

1 Cor. 3:8-11 Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: and every man
shall receive his own reward according to his own labour. [9] For we are labourers
together with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are God's building. [10] According
to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, | have laid the
foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he
buildeth thereupon. [11] For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid,
which is Jesus Christ.

Ephes. 4:11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some,
evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;

Whatever our ability may be, it should be used in Christian discipleship.

2. A true disciple does not curse and sware.
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James 3:9-10

Therewith bless we God, even the Father; and therewith curse we men, which
are made after the similitude of God. [10] Out of the same mouth proceedeth
blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not so to be.

At times our words are right and pleasing to God, but at other times they are
violent and destructive. Which of these speech patterns reflects our true identity?
The tongue gives us a picture of our basic human nature. We were made in God’s
Image, but we have also fallen into sin. God works to change us from the inside
out. When the Holy Spirit purifies a heart, he gives self-control so that the person
will speak words that please God.

Matthew 5:34, 37 But | say unto you, Swear not at all; neither by heaven; for it
Is God's throne: But let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for
whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil.

Jesus was emphasizing the importance of telling the truth. People were breaking
promises and using sacred language casually and carelessly. Keeping oaths and
promises is important; it builds trust and makes committed human relationships
possible

Oaths, or vows, were common, but Jesus told his followers not to use them—their
word alone should be enough (see James 5:12)

3. A disciple of Christ practices patience in all things.
James 5:10-11 Take, my brethren, the prophets, who have spoken in the name of
the Lord, for an example of suffering affliction, and of patience.
Behold, we count them happy which endure. Ye have heard of the patience of Job,
and have seen the end of the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender
mercy.
Many prophets suffered and were persecuted, such as Moses, Elijah, and Jeremiah

1 Thes. 1:3 Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and labour of love,
and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father;
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Paul commended these young Christians for their work produced by faith, labor
prompted by love, and endurance inspired by hope. These characteristics are the
marks of effective Christians in any age.

4. Disciples of Christ possess a good attitude.

Ephes. 4:29
Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is
good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers.

We can grieve the Holy Spirit by the way we live. Paul warns us against
unwholesome language, bitterness, improper use of anger, brawling, slander, and
bad attitudes toward others. Instead of acting that way, we should be forgiving, just
as God has forgiven us. Are you grieving or pleasing God with your attitudes and
actions? Act in love toward your brothers and sisters in Christ, just as God acted in
love by sending his Son to die for your sins.

Romans 12:3

For | say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not
to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly,
according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.

. The key to an honest and accurate evaluation is knowing the basis of our self-
worth—our identity in Christ. Apart from him, we aren’t capable of very much by
eternal standards; in him, we are valuable and capable of worthy service.
Evaluating yourself by the worldly standards of success and achievement can cause
you to think too much about your worth in the eyes of others and thus miss your
true value in God’s eyes.

5. Disciples of Christ care deeply for others.

Galatians 6:2
Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.

No Christian should ever think that he or she is totally independent and doesn’t

need help from others, and no one should feel excused from the task of helping
others. The body of Christ—the church—functions only when the members work
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together for the common good. Do you know someone who needs help? Is there a
Christian brother or sister who needs correction or encouragement? Humbly and
gently reach out to that person (John 13:34-35).

6. A disciple is willing to forsake many things for Christ.

Luke 14:33 So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath,
he cannot be my disciple.

Philip. 3:7 But what things were gain to me, those | counted loss for Christ.

To be a Disciple of Christ means to receive His teaching and putting it into
practice, that is walk with Him in His way. It is not an easy walk, but God gives
Grace to his own. The disciples partake in the suffering of Christ and he rejoices in
His glory. (1Pe 4:13)

7. A disciple of Christ must be concerned about doing the will of God.

Matthew 7:21
Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of
heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father that is in heaven.

Not everyone who talks about heaven belongs to God’s kingdom. Jesus is more
concerned about our walk than our talk. He wants us to do right, not just say the
right words. Our house (which represents our lives, Matthew 7:24) will withstand
the storms of life only if we do what is right instead of just talking about it. What
we do cannot be separated from what we believe.

Jesus exposed those people who sounded religious but had no personal relationship
with him. On “that day” (the day of judgment), only our relationship with Christ—
our acceptance of him as Savior and our obedience to him—uwill matter. Many
people think that if they are “good” people and say religious things, they will be
rewarded with eternal life. In reality, faith in Christ is what will count at the
judgment.

1 Peter 3:17

For it is better, if the will of God be so, that ye suffer for well doing, than for
evil doing.

15


javascript:;

1 Peter 2:15
For so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the
ignorance of foolish men:

We are to do this “for the Lord’s sake”—so0 that his Good News and his people
will be respected. If we are to be persecuted, it should be for obeying God, and not
for breaking moral or civil laws.

8. A disciple of Christ will choose to stay free from sin.

2 Tim. 2:19

Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord
knoweth them that are his. And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ
depart from iniquity.

False teachers still spout lies. Some distort the truth, some dilute it, and some
simply delete it by saying that God’s truth no longer applies. But no matter how
many people follow the liars, the solid foundation of God’s truth never changes, is
never shaken, and will never fade. When we follow God’s truth, he will never
forsake us
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Q. A disciple of Christ keeps God’s commandments.

1 John 5:3
For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his
commandments are not grievous.

John 14:21

He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and
he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will
manifest myself to him.

John 14:15 If ye love me, keep my commandments.

Jesus said that his followers show their love for him by obeying him. Love is more
than lovely words; it is commitment and conduct. If you love Christ, then prove it
by obeying what he says in his Word.

10. The Lord trains his disciples.

Isaiah 50:4 The Lord God hath given me the tongue of the learned, that I should
know how to speak a word in season to him that is weary: he wakeneth morning by
morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the learned.

Luke 11:1-4 And it came to pass, that, as he was praying in a certain place, when
he ceased, one of his disciples said unto him, Lord, teach us to pray, as John also
taught his disciples. [2] And he said unto them. When ye pray, say, Our Father
which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done,
as in heaven, so in earth. [3] Give us day by day our daily bread. [4] And forgive
us our sins; for we also forgive every one that is indebted to us. And lead us not
into temptation; but deliver us from evil.

John 14:26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send

in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your
remembrance, whatsoever | have said unto you.

17



The Lord Jesus promised the disciples that the Holy Spirit would help them
remember what he had been teaching them. This promise ensures the validity of
the New Testament. They were eyewitnesses of Jesus’ life and teachings, and the
Holy Spirit helped them remember without taking away their individual
perspectives. We can be confident that the Gospels are accurate records of what
Jesus taught and did (see 1 Cor. 2:10-14). The Holy Spirit can help us in the same
way. As we study the Bible, we can trust him to plant truth in our mind, convince
us of God’s will, and remind us when we stray from it.
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Chapter 3

Basic Discipleship

Part 3

1. A disciple should be faithful in teaching others about Christ.

2 Tim. 2:2 And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the
same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.

If the church were to consistently follow this advice, it would expand
geometrically as well-taught believers would teach others and commission them, in
turn, to teach still others. Disciples need to be equipped to pass on their faith; our
work is not done until new believers are able to make disciples of others.

Ephes. 4:12-13

Their responsibility is to equip God's people to do his work and build up the
church, the body of Christ, [13] until we come to such unity in our faith and
knowledge of God's Son that we will be mature and full grown in the Lord,
measuring up to the full stature of Christ.

God has given his church an enormous responsibility—to make disciples in every
nation (Matthew 28:18-20). This involves preaching, teaching, healing, nurturing,
giving, administering, building, and many other tasks. If we had to fulfill this
command as individuals, we might as well give up without trying—it would be
impossible. But God calls us as members of his body. Some of us can do one task;
some can do another. Together we can obey God more fully than any of us could
alone. It is a human tendency to overestimate what we can do by ourselves and to
underestimate what we can do as a group. But as the body of Christ, we can
accomplish more together than we would dream possible working by ourselves.
Working together, the church can express the fullness of Christ.

Ephes. 3:19

19



May you experience the love of Christ, though it is so great you will never fully
understand it. Then you will be filled with the fullness of life and power that comes
from God.

2. A disciple of Christ knows the importance of reading God’s word
each day.

Matthew 4:4 But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread
alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.

Jesus was able to resist all of the devil’s temptations because he not only knew
Scripture, but he also obeyed it. Ephes. 6:17 says that God’s Word is a sword to
use in spiritual combat. Knowing Bible verses is an important step in helping us
resist the devil’s attacks, but we must also obey the Bible. Note that Satan had
memorized Scripture, but he failed to obey it. Knowing and obeying the Bible
helps us follow God’s desires rather than the devil’s.

Matthew 24:14
And the Good News about the Kingdom will be preached throughout the whole
world, so that all nations will hear it; and then, finally, the end will come.

3. A disciple of Christ can expect guidance from the Lord.

John 16:13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all
truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he
speak: and he will shew you things to come.

The truth into which the Holy Spirit guides us is the truth about Christ. The Spirit
also helps us through patient practice to discern right from wrong.

Jesus said the Holy Spirit would tell them “what is yet to come”—the nature of
their mission, the opposition they would face, and the final outcome of their
efforts. They didn’t fully understand these promises until the Holy Spirit came
after Jesus’ death and resurrection. Then the Holy Spirit revealed truths to the
disciples that they wrote down in the books that now form the New Testament.

4.  Adisciple of Christ is willing to follow the call to discipleship.

20



Mark 1:17-18 And Jesus said unto them, Come ye after me, and | will make you to
become fishers of men. [18] And straightway they forsook their nets, and followed
him.

Although it took time for Jesus’ call and his message to get through, the disciples
followed. In the same way, we may question and falter, but we must never stop
following Jesus.

S. A disciple Christ wants God’s plan for his life.

Ephes. 2:10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works,
which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.

While no action or work we do can help us obtain salvation, God’s intention is that
our salvation will result in acts of service. We are not saved merely for our own
benefit but to serve Christ and build up the church (Ephes. 4:12).

We are God’s workmanship (work of art, masterpiece). Our salvation is something
only God can do. It is his powerful, creative work in us. If God considers us his
works of art, we dare not treat ourselves or others with disrespect or as inferior
work.

Ephes. 4:12
Their responsibility is to equip God's people to do his work and build up the
church, the body of Christ,

God has given his church an enormous responsibility—to make disciples in every
nation (Matthew 28:18-20). This involves preaching, teaching, healing, nurturing,
giving, administering, building, and many other tasks. If we had to fulfill this
command as individuals, we might as well give up without trying—it would be
impossible. But God calls us as members of his body. Some of us can do one task;
some can do another. Together we can obey God more fully than any of us could
alone. It is a human tendency to overestimate what we can do by ourselves and to
underestimate what we can do as a group. But as the body of Christ, we can
accomplish more together than we would dream possible working by ourselves.
Working together, the church can express the fullness of Chris

6. A disciple of Christ shares his resources with others.
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Acts 4:32-37 And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one
soul: neither said any of them that ought of the things which he possessed was his
own; but they had all things common. [33] And with great power gave the apostles
witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them all.
[34] Neither was there any among them that lacked: for as many as were
possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the prices of the things that
were sold, [35] And laid them down at the apostles' feet: and distribution was made
unto every man according as he had need. [36] And Joses, who by the apostles was
surnamed Barnabas, (which is, being interpreted, The son of consolation,) a Levite,
and of the country of Cyprus, [37] Having land, sold it, and brought the money,
and laid it at the apostles' feet.

None of these Christians felt that what they had was their own, and so they were
able to give and share, eliminating poverty among them. They would not let a
brother or sister suffer when others had plenty. How do you feel about your
possessions? We should adopt the attitude that everything we have comes from
God, and we are only sharing what is already his.

The early church was able to share possessions and property as a result of the unity
brought by the Holy Spirit working in and through the believers’ lives. This way of
living is different from communism because (1) the sharing was voluntary; (2) it
didn’t involve all private property, but only as much as was needed; (3) it was not
a membership requirement in order to be a part of the church. The spiritual unity
and generosity of these early believers attracted others to them. This organizational
structure is not a Biblical command, but it offers vital principles for us to follow.

Galatians 6:10 As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men,
especially unto them who are of the household of faith.

Paul challenged the Galatians and he challenges us to keep on doing good and to
trust God for the results. In due time, we will reap a harvest of blessing.
7. A Disciple of Christ helps others to follow Christ.

Matthew 28:18-20

And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in
heaven and in earth. [19] Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: [20] Teaching them
to observe all things whatsoever | have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you
always, even unto the end of the world. Amen.
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Mark 1:17-18
Jesus called out to them, "Come, be my disciples, and | will show you how to
fish for people!" [18] And they left their nets at once and went with him.

In the Christian life we battle against rulers and authorities (the powerful evil
forces of fallen angels headed by Satan, who is a vicious fighter, see 1 Peter 5:8).
To withstand their attacks, we must depend on God’s strength and use every piece
of his armor. Paul is not only giving this counsel to the church, the body of Christ,
but to all individuals within the church. The whole body needs to be armed. As you
do battle against “the powers of this dark world,” fight in the strength of the
church, whose power comes from the Holy Spirit.

8. A disciple of Christ rejoices in his found faith.

Philip. 4:4-7 Rejoice in the Lord always: and again | say, Rejoice. [5] Let your
moderation be known unto all men. The Lord is at hand. [6] Be careful for nothing;
but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests
be made known unto God. [7] And the peace of God, which passeth all
understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.

Paul’s advice is to turn our worries into prayers. Do you want to worry less? Then
pray more! Whenever you start to worry, stop and pray.

God’s peace is different from the world’s peace (see John 14:27). True peace is not
found in positive thinking, in absence of conflict, or in good feelings. It comes
from knowing that God is in control. Our citizenship in Christ’s kingdom is sure,
our destiny is set, and we can have victory over sin. Let God’s peace guard your
heart against anxiety.

9.  Adisciple of Christ looks forward to a heavenly reward.

Matthew 19:27-30 Then answered Peter and said unto him, Behold, we have
forsaken all, and followed thee; what shall we have therefore? [28] And Jesus said
unto them, Verily | say unto you, That ye which have followed me, in the
regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also shall
sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. [29] And every one that
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hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or
children, or lands, for my name's sake, shall receive an hundredfold, and shall
inherit everlasting life. [30] But many that are first shall be last; and the last shall
be first.

In the Bible, God gives rewards to his people according to his justice. In the Old
Testament, obedience often brought reward in this life (Deut. 28), but obedience
and immediate reward are not always linked. If they were, good people would
always be rich, and suffering would always be a sign of sin. As believers, our true
reward is God’s presence and power through the Holy Spirit. Later, in eternity, we
will be rewarded for our faith and service. If material rewards in this life came to
us for every faithful deed, we would be tempted to boast about our achievements
and act out of wrong motivations.

Jesus assured the disciples that anyone who gives up something valuable for his
sake will be repaid many times over in this life, although not necessarily in the
same form. For example, a person may be rejected by his or her family for
accepting Christ, but he or she will gain the larger family of believers.

Don’t forfeit eternal rewards for temporary benefits. Be willing to make sacrifices
now for greater rewards later. Be willing to accept human disapproval, while
knowing that you have God’s approval.

3 John 1:2 Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in
health, even as thy soul prospereth.

Whereas 2 John emphasizes the need to refuse hospitality to false teachers, 3 John
urges continued hospitality to those who teach the truth. Hospitality is a strong sign
of support for people and their work. It means giving them of your resources so
their stay will be comfortable and their work and travel easier. Actively look for
creative ways to show hospitality to God’s workers. It may be in the form of a
letter of encouragement, a gift, financial support, an open home, or prayer.

Hebrews 11:26 Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures
in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompence of the reward.
There is no other acceptable sacrifice for sin than the death of Christ on the cross.

If someone deliberately rejects the sacrifice of Christ after clearly understanding
the gospel teaching about it, then there is no way for that person to be saved,
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because God has not provided any other name under heaven by which we can be
saved (see Acts 4:12).

10. Adisciple of Christ will have his needs supplied.

Philip. 4:19 But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory
by Christ Jesus.

We can trust that God will always meet our needs. Whatever we need on earth he
will always supply, even if it is the courage to face death as Paul did. Whatever we
need in heaven he will supply. We must remember, however, the difference
between our wants and our needs. Most people want to feel good and avoid
discomfort or pain. We may not get all that we want. By trusting in Christ, our
attitudes and appetites can change from wanting everything to accepting his
provision and power to live for him.

Genesis 22:7-8 And Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, and said, My father: and
he said, Here am I, my son. And he said, Behold the fire and the wood: but where

Is the lamb for a burnt offering? [8] And Abraham said, My son, God will provide
himself a lamb for a burnt offering: so they went both of them together.

God did not want Isaac to die, but he wanted Abraham to sacrifice Isaac in his
heart so it would be clear that Abraham loved God more than he loved his
promised and long-awaited son. God was testing Abraham. The purpose of testing
IS to strengthen our character and deepen our commitment to God and his perfect
timing. Through this difficult experience, Abraham strengthened his commitment
to obey God. He also learned about God’s ability to provide.

Matthew 7:7-8 Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it
shall be opened unto you: For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh
findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.

Psalm 24:1The earth is the Lord's, and the fullness thereof; the world, and they
that dwell therein.
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Chapter 4

Spiritual Growth

These are principals designed equip Christians
For a lifetime of spiritual growth.

1. God’s Assurance

John 3:16
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

The entire gospel comes to a focus in this verse. God’s love is not static or self-
centered; it reaches out and draws others in. Here God sets the pattern of true love,
the basis for all love relationships—when you love someone dearly, you are
willing to give freely to the point of self-sacrifice. God paid dearly with the life of
his Son, the highest price he could pay. Jesus accepted our punishment, paid the
price for our sins, and then offered us the new life that he had bought for us. When
we share the gospel with others, our love must be like Jesus’—willingly giving up
our own comfort and security so that others might join us in receiving God’s love.

John 10:10
The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: | am come that
they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.

In contrast to the thief who takes life, Jesus gives life. The life he gives right now
Is abundantly richer and fuller. It is eternal, yet it begins immediately. Life in
Christ is lived on a higher plane because of his overflowing forgiveness, love, and
guidance.

Romans 3:23
For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God,;

There is a way to be declared not guilty—Dby trusting Jesus Christ to take away our
sins. Trusting means putting our confidence in Christ to forgive our sins, to make
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us right with God, and to empower us to live the way he taught us. God’s solution
Is available to all of us regardless of our background or past behavior.

Romans 6:23
For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord.,

Eternal life is a free gift from God. If it is a gift, It is not something that we earn,
nor something that must be paid back. Consider the foolishness of someone who
receives a gift given out of love and then offers to pay for it. The recipient cannot
purchase a gift.

2. God’s Forgiveness

Ezekiel 18:20-21

The soul that sinneth, it shall die. The son shall not bear the iniquity of the
father, neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the son: the righteousness of the
righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him.
But if the wicked will turn from all his sins that he hath committed, and keep all
my statutes, and do that which is lawful and right, he shall surely live, he shall not
die.

1 John 1:8-10
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
[9] If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. [10] If we say that we have not sinned, we
make him a liar, and his word is not in us.

The false teachers not only denied that sin breaks our fellowship with God (1 John
1:6) and that they had a sinful nature (1 John 1:8), but they also denied that their
conduct involved any sin at all (1 John 1:10). That was a lie that ignored one basic
truth: all people are sinners by nature and by practice. At conversion all our sins
are forgiven—past, present, and future. Yet even after we become Christians, we
still sin and still need to confess. This kind of confession is not offered to gain
God’s acceptance, but to remove the barrier to fellowship that our sin has put
between us and God.
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Col. 2:13-14

And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he
quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses; [14] Blotting out
the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and
took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross;

We can enjoy our new life in Christ because we have joined him in his death and
resurrection. Our evil desires, our bondage to sin, and our love of sin died with
him. Now, joining him in his resurrection life, we may have unbroken fellowship
with God and freedom from sin. Our debt for sin has been paid in full; our sins are
swept away and forgotten by God; and we can be clean and new.

3. God’s Power

Acts 1:8

But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye
shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria,
and unto the uttermost part of the earth.

Jesus promised the disciples that they would receive power to witness after they
received the Holy Spirit. Notice the progression: (1) they would receive the Holy
Spirit, (2) he would give them power, and (3) they would witness with
extraordinary results. Jesus had instructed his disciples to witness to people of all
nations about him (Matthew 28:19-20). But they were told to wait first for the Holy
Spirit (Luke 24:49). God has important work for you to do for him, but you must
do it by the power of the Holy Spirit

Ezekiel 36:26-27

A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will | put within you: and |
will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and | will give you an heart of
flesh. [27] And | will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my
statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them.

God promised to restore Israel not only physically, but spiritually. To accomplish
this, God would give them a new heart for following him and put his Spirit within
them (see Ezekiel 11:19-20; Psalm 51:7-11) to transform them and empower them
to do his will. Again the new covenant was promised (Ezekiel 16:61-63; Ezekiel
34:23-25),
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2 Cor. 5:17
Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed
away; behold, all things are become new.

Christians are brand-new people on the inside. The Holy Spirit gives them new
life, and they are not the same anymore. We are not reformed, rehabilitated, or
reeducated—we are re-created (new creations), living in vital union with Christ
(Col. 2:6-7). At conversion we are not merely turning over a new leaf; we are
beginning a new life under a new Master.

4, Fellowship

Galatians 6:1 Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual,
restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be
tempted.

No Christian should ever think that he or she is totally independent and doesn’t
need help from others, and no one should feel excused from the task of helping
others. The body of Christ—the church—functions only when the members work
together for the common good.

Hebrews 10:25
Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is;
but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.

To neglect Christian meetings is to give up the encouragement and help of other
Christians. We gather together to share our faith and to strengthen one another in
the Lord. As we get closer to the “Day” when Christ will return, we will face many
spiritual struggles, and even times of persecution. Anti-Christian forces will grow
in strength. Difficulties should never be excuses for missing church services.
Rather, as difficulties arise, we should make an even greater effort to be faithful in
attendance.

2 Peter 3:18
But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.
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S, Prayer
Four ways to pray:
Adoration

Psalm 106:2 Who can utter the mighty acts of the Lord? who can shew forth all his
praise?

The more we think about what God has done, the more we can appreciate the
miracles he has done for us individually—birth, personality development, loving
friends and family, specific guidance, healing, salvation—the list goes on and on.
If you think you have never seen a miracle, look closer—you will see God’s power
and loving intervention on your behalf. God still performs great miracles!

1 Chron. 29:11-12 Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory,
and the victory, and the majesty: for all that is in the heaven and in the earth is
thine; thine is the kingdom, O Lord, and thou art exalted as head above all. [12]
Both riches and honour come of thee, and thou reignest over all; and in thine hand
is power and might; and in thine hand it is to make great, and to give strength unto
all.

Confession

Psalm 32:5

| acknowledged my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid. I said, | will
confess my transgressions unto the Lord; and thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin.
Selah.

To confess our sin is to agree with God, acknowledging that he is right to declare

what we have done as sinful, and that we are wrong to desire or to do it. It is to
affirm our intention of abandoning that sin in order to follow him more faithfully.
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Psalm 51:2-5

Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. [3] For |
acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me. [4] Against thee,
thee only, have | sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: that thou mightest be
justified when thou speakest, and be clear when thou judgest. [5] Behold, | was
shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me.

Psalm 51:10
Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.

Psalm 51:12
Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit.

Because we are born as sinners (Psalm 51:5), our natural inclination is to please
ourselves rather than God. David followed that inclination when he took another
man’s wife. We also follow it when we sin in any way. Like David, we must ask
God to cleanse us from within (Psalm 51:7), clearing our hearts and spirits for new
thoughts and desires. Right conduct can come only from a clean heart and spirit.
Ask God to create a pure heart and spirit in you.

Thanksgiving

1 Thes. 5:18
In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning
you.

Paul was not teaching that we should thank God for everything that happens to us,
but in everything. Evil does not come from God, so we should not thank him for it.
But when evil strikes, we can still be thankful for God’s presence and for the good
that he will accomplish through the distress.

Romans 8:28
And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to
them who are the called according to his purpose.

God works in “all things”—mnot just isolated incidents—for our good. This does not

mean that all that happens to us is good. Evil is prevalent in our fallen world, but
God is able to turn every circumstance around for our long-range good.
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Supplication

Philip. 4:6
Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.

Imagine never being “anxious about anything”! It seems like an impossibility—we
all have worries on the job, in our homes, at school. But Paul’s advice is to turn our
worries into prayers. Do you want to worry less? Then pray more! Whenever you
start to worry, stop and pray.

John 15:7
If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it
shall be done unto you.

Many people try to be good, honest people who do what is right. But Jesus says
that the only way to live a truly good life is to stay close to him, like a branch
attached to the vine. Apart from Christ our efforts are unfruitful.

6. The World

Hebrews 5:7

Who in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up prayers and supplications
with strong crying and tears unto him that was able to save him from death, and
was heard in that he feared;

Jesus was in great agony as he prepared to face death (Luke 22:41-44). Although
Jesus cried out to God, asking to be delivered, he was prepared to suffer
humiliation, separation from his Father, and death in order to do God’s will. At
times we will undergo trials, not because we want to suffer, but because we want to
obey God. Let Jesus’ obedience sustain and encourage you in times of trial. You
will be able to face anything if you know that Jesus Christ is with you.

1 Peter 2:2
As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, so that ye may grow
thereby:
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When we are born again, we become spiritual newborn babies. If we are healthy,
we will yearn to grow. How sad it is that some people never grow up. The need for
milk is a natural instinct for a baby, and it signals the desire for nourishment that
will lead to growth. Once we see our need for God’s Word and begin to find
nourishment in Christ, our spiritual appetite will increase, and we will start to
mature.

2 Tim. 3:16-17

All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: [17] That the man of God
may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.

The whole Bible is God’s inspired Word. Because it is inspired and trustworthy,
we should read it and apply it to our lives. The Bible is our standard for testing
everything else that claims to be true. It is our safeguard against false teaching and
our source of guidance for how we should live. It is our only source of knowledge
about how we can be saved. God wants to show you what is true and equip you to
live for him.

Ephes. 6:17
And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word
of God:

To withstand their attacks, we must depend on God’s strength and use every piece
of his armor. Paul is not only giving this counsel to the church, the body of Christ,
but to all individuals within the church. The whole body needs to be armed. As you
do battle against “the powers of this dark world,” fight in the strength of the
church, whose power comes from the Holy Spirit.

7. Witnessing
Romans 10:13-14
For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. [14] How then

shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe
in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher?
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We must take God’s great message of salvation to others so that they can respond
to the Good News. How will your loved ones and neighbors hear it unless someone
tells them? Is God calling you to take a part in making his message known in your
community? Think of one person who needs to hear the Good News, and think of
something you can do to help him or her hear it. Then take that step as soon as
possible.

Romans 1:16

For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto
salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.

Paul was not ashamed because his message was the gospel of Christ, the Good
News. It was a message of salvation, it had life-changing power, and it was for
everyone. When you are tempted to be ashamed, remember what the Good News is
all about.

Jesus did not come to condemn the world, but to save the world through his great
love. If we bring a message of condemnation, we are not brining the message
Jesus brought.

Isaiah 55:11

So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto
me void, but it shall accomplish that which | please, and it shall prosper in the
thing whereto | sent it.

1 Peter 3:15
But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to
every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and
fear:
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Chapter 5

Spiritual Principles to help Christians live the spiritual life

1. Understanding the spiritual life.

Romans 12:1-2

| beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable
service. [2] And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the
renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and
perfect, will of God.

God has good, pleasing, and perfect plans for his children. He wants us to be
transformed people with renewed minds, living to honor and obey him. Because he
wants only what is best for us, and because he gave his Son to make our new lives
possible, we should joyfully give ourselves as living sacrifices for his service.

Christians are called to “not conform any longer to the pattern of this world,” with
its behavior and customs that are usually selfish and often corrupting. Many
Christians wisely decide that much worldly behavior is off limits for them. Our
refusal to conform to this world’s values, however, must go even deeper than the
level of behavior and customs—it must be firmly planted in our minds—*be
transformed by the renewing of your mind.”

Luke 22:42
Saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless not my
will, but thine, be done.

It is never wrong to express our true feelings to God. Jesus exposed his dread of
the coming trials, but he also reaffirmed his commitment to do what God wanted.
The cup he spoke of meant the terrible agony he knew he would endure—not only
the horror of the crucifixion but, even worse, the total separation from God that he
would have to experience in order to die for the world’s sins.
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Col. 3:2
Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.

“For you died” means that we should have as little desire for this world as a dead
person would have. The Christian’s real home is where Christ lives (John 14:2-3).
This truth gives us a different perspective on our lives here on earth. To “set your
minds on things above” means to look at life from God’s perspective and to seek
what he desires. This is the antidote to materialism; we gain the proper perspective
on material goods when we take God’s view of them. The more we regard the
world around us as God does, the more we will live in harmony with him.

Hebrews 11:6
But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must
believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.

Believing that God exists is only the beginning; even the demons believe that much
(James 2:19-20). God will not settle for mere acknowledgment of his existence. He
wants a personal, dynamic relationship with you that will transform your life.
Those who seek God will find that they are rewarded with his intimate presence.

2. Understanding spiritual fruitfulness

John 15:16

Ye have not chosen me, but | have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should
go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall
ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you.

Jesus made the first choice—to love and to die for us, to invite us to live with him
forever. We make the next choice—to accept or reject his offer. Without his
choice, we would have no choice to make.

Galatians 5:22-23

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness,
faith, [23] Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.
The fruit of the Spirit is the spontaneous work of the Holy Spirit in us. The Spirit
produces these character traits that are found in the nature of Christ. They are the
by-products of Christ’s control—we can’t obtain them by trying to get them

36



without his help. If we want the fruit of the Spirit to grow in us, we must join our
lives to his (see John 15:4-5). We must know him, love him, remember him, and
Imitate him. As a result, we will fulfill the intended purpose of the law—to love
God and our neighbors. Which of these qualities do you want the Spirit to produce
in you?

Mark 4:2-8

And he taught them many things by parables, and said unto them in his doctrine,
[3] Hearken; Behold, there went out a sower to sow: [4] And it came to pass, as he
sowed, some fell by the way side, and the fowls of the air came and devoured it up.
[5] And some fell on stony ground, where it had not much earth; and immediately
it sprang up, because it had no depth of earth: [6] But when the sun was up, it was
scorched; and because it had no root, it withered away. [7] And some fell among
thorns, and the thorns grew up, and choked it, and it yielded no fruit. [8] And other
fell on good ground, and did yield fruit that sprang up and increased; and brought
forth, some thirty, and some sixty, and some an hundred.

Jesus taught the people by telling parables, short stories using familiar scenes to
explain spiritual truth. This method of teaching compels the listener to think. It
conceals the truth from those who are too stubborn or prejudiced to hear what is
being taught. Most parables have one main point, so we must be careful not to go
beyond what Jesus intended to teach.

Seed was sown by hand. As the farmer walked across the field, he threw handfuls
of seed onto the ground from a large bag slung across his shoulders. The plants did
not grow in neat rows as accomplished by today’s machine planting. No matter
how skillful, no farmer could keep some of his seed from falling by the wayside,
from being scattered among rocks and thorns, or from being carried off by the
wind. So the farmer would throw the seed liberally, and enough would fall on good
ground to ensure the harvest.

Mark 4:13
And he said unto them, Know ye not this parable? and how then will ye know all
parables?

Mark 4:20

And these are they which are sown on good ground; such as hear the word, and
receive it, and bring forth fruit, some thirty-fold, some sixty, and some an hundred.
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You may respond like good soil to God’s demand for worship, but like rocky soil
to his demand to give to people in need. We must strive to be like good soil in
every area of our lives at all times.

3. God’s way to personal fulfillment

John 1:1-3

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. [2] The same was in the beginning with God. [3] All things were made by
him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.

1 John 4:10
Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to
be the propitiation for our sins.

Philip. 4:19
But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ
Jesus.

Jeremiah 29:11
For | know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts of
peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end.

Philip. 1:21
For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.

4. Defeating the Devil and his schemes

1 John 2:15-17

Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the
world, the love of the Father is not in him. [16] For all that is in the world, the lust
of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is
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of the world. [17] And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that
doeth the will of God abideth for ever.

Galatians 5:16-17

This | say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.
[17] For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and
these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye
would.

Col. 3:1-2

If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ
sitteth on the right hand of God. [2] Set your affection on things above, not on
things on the earth.

2 Cor. 11:14
And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.

2 Cor. 10:3-5

For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: [4] (For the
weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down
of strong holds;) [5] Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth
itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to
the obedience of Christ;

Ephes. 4:27
Neither give place to the devil.

5. Overcoming the things that bind us spiritually

John 1:12

But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God,
even to them that believe on his name:
All who welcome Jesus Christ as Lord of their lives are reborn spiritually,
receiving new life from God. Through faith in Christ, this new birth changes us
from the inside out—rearranging our attitudes, desires, and motives. Being born
makes you physically alive and places you in your parents’ family (John 1:13).
Being born of God makes you spiritually alive and puts you in God’s family (John
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1:12). Have you asked Christ to make you a new person? This fresh start in life is
available to all who believe in Christ.

John 8:32
And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.

Jesus himself is the truth that sets us free (John 8:36). He is the source of truth, the
perfect standard of what is right. He frees us from the consequences of sin, from
self-deception, and from deception by Satan. He shows us clearly the way to
eternal life with God. Thus Jesus does not give us freedom to do what we want, but
freedom to follow God. As we seek to serve God, Jesus’ perfect truth frees us to be
all that God meant us to be.

John 17:17
Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.

A follower of Christ becomes sanctified (set apart for sacred use, cleansed and
made holy) through believing and obeying the Word of God (Hebrews 4:12). He or
she has already accepted forgiveness through Christ’s sacrificial death (Hebrews
7:26-27). But daily application of God’s Word has a purifying effect on our minds
and hearts. Scripture points out sin, motivates us to confess, renews our
relationship with Christ, and guides us back to the right path.

6. Discerning God’s will for your life

Romans 8:28
And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to
them who are the called according to his purpose.

God works in “all things”—mnot just isolated incidents—for our good. This does not
mean that all that happens to us is good. Evil is prevalent in our fallen world, but
God is able to turn every circumstance around for our long-range good.

God is not working to make us happy, but to fulfill his purpose. Note also that this
promise is not for everybody. Those who are “called” are those the Holy Spirit
convinces and enables to receive Christ. Such people have a new perspective, a
new mind-set on life.

Psalm 119:105
Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.
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To walk safely in the woods at night we need a light so we don’t trip over tree
roots or fall into holes. In this life, we walk through a dark forest of evil. But the
Bible can be our light to show us the way ahead so we won’t stumble as we walk.
Study the Bible so you will be able to see your way clear enough to stay on the
right path.

2 Tim. 3:16
All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:

The Bible is not a collection of stories, fables, myths, or merely human ideas about
God. It is not a human book. Through the Holy Spirit, God revealed his person and
plan to certain believers, who wrote down his message for his people (2 Peter 1:20-
21). This process is known as inspiration. The writers wrote from their own
personal, historical, and cultural contexts. Although they used their own minds,
talents, language, and style, they wrote what God wanted them to write. Scripture
is completely trustworthy because God was in control of its writing. Its words are
entirely authoritative for our faith and lives. The Bible is “God-breathed.”

Joshua 1:8

This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate
therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is
written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt
have good success.

Many people think that prosperity and success come from having power,
influential personal contacts, and a relentless desire to get ahead. But the strategy
for gaining prosperity that God taught Joshua goes against such criteria. He said
that to succeed Joshua must (1) be strong and courageous because the task ahead
would not be easy, (2) obey God’s law, and (3) constantly read and study the Book
of the Law—God’s Word. To be successful, follow God’s words to Joshua. You
may not succeed by the world’s standards, but you will be a success in God’s
eyes—and his opinion lasts forever.

1 Cor. 6:12

All things are lawful unto me, but all things are not expedient: all things are
lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any.
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Freedom is a mark of the Christian faith—freedom from sin and guilt, and freedom
to use and enjoy anything that comes from God. But Christians should not abuse
this freedom and hurt themselves or others. Drinking too much leads to alcoholism,
gluttony leads to obesity. Be careful that what God has allowed you to enjoy
doesn’t grow into a bad habit that controls you. For more about Christian freedom
and everyday behavior, read.

1 Cor. 10:23
All things are lawful for me, but all things are not expedient: all things are
lawful for me, but all things edify not.

Paul gives a simple rule of thumb to help in making the decision—we should be
sensitive and gracious. While some actions may not be wrong, they may not be in
the best interest of others. While we have freedom in Christ, we shouldn’t exercise
our freedom at the cost of hurting a Christian brother or sister.

7. Relating to those in our lives

Galatians 5:14
For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou shalt love thy
neighbour as thyself.

When we are not motivated by love, we become critical of others. We stop looking
for good in them and see only their faults. Soon the unity of believers is broken.
Have you talked behind someone’s back? Have you focused on others’
shortcomings instead of their strengths? Remind yourself of Jesus’ command to
love others as you love yourself (Matthew 22:39). When you begin to feel critical
of someone, make a list of that person’s positive qualities.

Ephes. 5:21-25

Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God. [22] Wives, submit
yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord. [23] For the husband is the
head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of
the body. [24] Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to
their own husbands in every thing. [25] Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ
also loved the church, and gave himself for it.

When we submit to God, we become more willing to obey his command to submit
to others, that is, to subordinate our rights to theirs. In a marriage relationship, both
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husband and wife are called to submit. For the wife, this means willingly following
her husband’s leadership in Christ. For the husband, it means putting aside his own
interests in order to care for his wife. Submission is rarely a problem in homes
where both partners have a strong relationship with Christ and where each is
concerned for the happiness of the other.

Col. 3:24
Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye
serve the Lord Christ.

If we could regard our work as an act of worship or service to God, such an
attitude would take some of the drudgery and boredom out of it. We could work
without complaining or resentment if we would treat our job problems as the cost
of discipleship.

8. The goal of spiritual living

Col. 2:9
For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.

“In Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form” means that all of God
was in Christ’s human body. When we have Christ we have everything we need for
salvation and right living

Philip. 2:5-7

Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: [6] Who, being in the
form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: [7] But made himself of
no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the
likeness of men:

Without ceasing to be God, he became a human being, the man called Jesus. He
did not give up his deity to become human, but he set aside the right to his glory
and power. In submission to the Father’s will, Christ limited his power and
knowledge. Jesus of Nazareth was subject to place, time, and many other human
limitations. What made his humanity unique was his freedom from sin. In his full
humanity, Jesus showed us everything about God’s character that can be conveyed
in human terms.

Acts 10:38
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How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who
went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God
was with him.

A sermon or witness for Christ does not need to be long to be effective. It should
be Spirit-led and should center on Christ, the way and the truth and the life.

Hebrews 12:2

Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was
set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right
hand of the throne of God.

To live effectively, we must keep our eyes on Jesus. We will stumble if we look
away from him to stare at ourselves or at the circumstances surrounding us. We
should be running for Christ, not ourselves, and we must always keep him in sight.

Philip. 2:9-11

Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is
above every name: [10] That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things
in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; [11] And that every
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
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Several key characteristics of Jesus Christ, however, are praised in this passage:

(1) Christ has always existed with God,;

(2) Christ is equal to God because he is God (John 1:1ff; Col. 1:15-19);

(3) though Christ is God, he became a man in order to fulfill God’s plan of
salvation for all people;

(4) Christ did not just have the appearance of being a man—he actually became
human to identify with our sins;

(5) Christ voluntarily laid aside his divine rights and privileges out of love for
his Father;

(6) Christ died on the cross for our sins so we wouldn’t have to face eternal
death;

(7) God glorified Christ because of his obedience;

(8) God raised Christ to his original position at the Father’s right hand, where he
will reign forever as our Lord and Judge. How can we do anything less than praise
Christ as our Lord and dedicate ourselves to his service!
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Chapter 6

Spiritual Discipleship in true Devotion to Christ

1. Live in the Spirit

Galatians 5:16-23

This | say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. [17]
For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are
contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. [18]
But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law. [19] Now the works of the
flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness,
lasciviousness, [20] ldolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife,
seditions, heresies, [21] Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like:
of the which I tell you before, as | have also told you in time past, that they which
do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God. [22] But the fruit of the Spirit
Is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, [23] Meekness,
temperance: against such there is no law.

Being led by the Holy Spirit involves the desire to hear, the readiness to obey
God’s Word, and the sensitivity to discern between your feelings and his
promptings. Live each day controlled and guided by the Holy Spirit. Then the
words of Christ will be in your mind, the love of Christ will be behind your
actions, and the power of Christ will help you control your selfish desires.

Paul describes the two forces conflicting within us—the Holy Spirit and the sinful
nature (our evil desires or inclinations that stem from our bodies; see also Galatians
5:16, 19, 24). Paul is not saying that these forces are equal—the Holy Spirit is
infinitely stronger. But if we rely on our own wisdom, we will make wrong
choices. If we try to follow the Spirit by our own human effort, we will fail.

Our only way to freedom from our evil desires is through the empowering of the
Holy Spirit (see Romans 8:9; Ephes. 4:23-24; Col. 3:3-8).
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2. Livein the Truth

Proverbs 16:25

There is a way that seems right unto a man, but the end thereof are the way of
death.

John 17:14-17

| have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not
of the world, even as | am not of the world. [15] | pray not that thou should take
them out of the world, but that thou should keep them from the evil. [16] They are
not of the world, even as | am not of the world. [17] Sanctify them through thy
truth: thy word is truth.

Christians’ values differ from the world’s values, because Christ’s followers don’t
cooperate with the world by joining in their sin, they are living accusations against
the world’s immorality.

Romans 12:2

And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of
your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will
of God.

Many Christians wisely decide that much worldly behavior is off limits for them.
Our refusal to conform to this world’s values, however, must go even deeper than
the level of behavior and customs—it must be firmly planted in our minds—"be
transformed by the renewing of your mind.” It is possible to avoid most worldly
customs and still be proud, covetous, selfish, stubborn, and arrogant. Only when
the Holy Spirit renews, reeducates, and redirects our minds are we truly
transformed (see Romans 8:5).

John 8:31-32
Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word,

then are ye my disciples indeed; [32] And ye shall know the truth, and the truth
shall make you free.
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Jesus himself is the truth that sets us free (John 8:36). He is the source of truth, the
perfect standard of what is right. He frees us from the consequences of sin, from
self-deception, and from deception by Satan. He shows us clearly the way to
eternal life with God. Thus Jesus does not give us freedom to do what we want, but
freedom to follow God. As we seek to serve God, Jesus’ perfect truth frees us to be
all that God meant us to be.

3. Living by Faith
Hebrews 11:1-3

Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. [2]
For by it the elders obtained a good report. [3] Through faith we understand that
the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things that are seen were not
made of things which do appear.

Two words describe faith: sure and certain. These two qualities need a secure
beginning and ending point. The beginning point of faith is believing in God’s
character—he is who he says. The end point is believing in God’s promises—he
will do what he says. When we believe that God will fulfill his promises even
though we don’t see those promises materializing yet, we demonstrate true faith
(see John 20:24-31).

God called the universe into existence out of nothing; he declared that it was to be,
and it was. Our faith is in the God who created the entire universe by his word.
God’s word has awesome power. When he speaks, do you listen and respond?
How can you better prepare yourself to respond to God’s word?

John 20:29

Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed:
blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.

Some people think they would believe in Jesus if they could see a definite sign or
miracle. But Jesus says we are blessed if we can believe without seeing. We have
all the proof we need in the words of the Bible and the testimony of believers. A
physical appearance would not make Jesus any more real to us than he is now.

Ephes. 6:12
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For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual
wickedness in high places.

We face a powerful army whose goal is to defeat Christ’s church. When we believe
in Christ, these beings become our enemies, and they try every device to turn us
away from him and back to sin. Although we are assured of victory, we must
engage in the struggle until Christ returns, because Satan is constantly battling
against all who are on the Lord’s side. We need supernatural power to defeat
Satan, and God has provided this by giving us his Holy Spirit within us and his
armor surrounding us. If you feel discouraged, remember Jesus’ words to Peter:
“On this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it”
(Matthew 16:18).

2 Cor. 10:2-5

But I beseech you, that I may not be bold when | am present with that confidence,
wherewith | think to be bold against some, which think of us as if we walked
according to the flesh. [3] For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the
flesh: [4] (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God
to the pulling down of strong holds;) [5] Casting down imaginations, and every
high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into
captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;

Christian must choose whose methods to use, God’s or the world’s. Paul assures us
that God’s mighty weapons—yprayer, faith, hope, love, God’s Word, the Holy
Spirit—are powerful and effective (see Ephes. 6:13-18)! These weapons can break
down the proud human arguments against God and the walls that Satan builds to
keep people from finding God. When dealing with the pride that keeps people from
a relationship with Christ, we may be tempted to use our own methods. But
nothing can break down these barriers like God’s weapons.

4. Live in Hope
John 16:23

And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, | say unto you, Whatsoever
ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it you.

Jesus is talking about a new relationship between the believer and God. Previously,
people approached God through priests. After Jesus’ resurrection, any believer
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could approach God directly. A new day has dawned and now all believers are
priests, talking with God personally and directly (see Hebrews 10:19-23). We
approach God, not because of our own merit, but because Jesus, our great high
priest, has made us acceptable to God.

Psalm 91:1-16

He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide under the shadow
of the Almighty. [2] | will say of the Lord, He is my refuge and my fortress: my
God; in him will 1 trust. [3] Surely he shall deliver thee from the snare of the
fowler, and from the noisome pestilence. [4] He shall cover thee with his feathers,
and under his wings shalt thou trust: his truth shall be thy shield and buckler. [5]
Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night; nor for the arrow that flieth by day;
[6] Nor for the pestilence that walketh in darkness; nor for the destruction that
wasteth at noonday. [7] A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy
right hand; but it shall not come nigh thee. [8] Only with thine eyes shalt thou
behold and see the reward of the wicked. [9] Because thou hast made the Lord,
which is my refuge, even the most High, thy habitation; [10] There shall no evil
befall thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling. [11] For he shall give
his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. [12] They shall bear thee
up in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone. [13] Thou shalt tread upon
the lion and adder: the young lion and the dragon shalt thou trample under feet.
[14] Because he hath set his love upon me, therefore will I deliver him: I will set
him on high, because he hath known my name. [15] He shall call upon me, and |
will answer him: | will be with him in trouble; I will deliver him, and honour him.
[16] With long life will | satisfy him, and shew him my salvation.

God is a shelter, a refuge when we are afraid. The writer’s faith in the Almighty
God as Protector would carry him through all the dangers and fears of life. This
should be a picture of our trust—trading all our fears for faith in him, no matter
how intense our fears. To do this we must “dwell” and “rest” with him (Psalm
91:1). By entrusting ourselves to his protection and pledging our daily devotion to
him, we will be kept safe.

One of the functions of angels is to watch over believers (Hebrews 1:14). There are
examples of guardian angels in Scripture (1 Kings 19:5; Daniel 6:22; Matthew
18:10; Luke 16:22; Acts 12:7), although there is no indication that one angel is
assigned to each believer. Angels can also be God’s messengers (Matthew 2:13;
Acts 27:23-24). Angels are not visible, except on special occasions (Numbers
22:31; Luke 2:9). Psalm 91:11-12 were quoted by Satan when he tempted Jesus
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(Matthew 4:6; Luke 4:10-11). It is comforting to know that God watches over us
even in times of great stress and fear.

5. Livein Love

John 13:35 By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love
one to another.

Jesus says that our Christ-like love will show we are his disciples. Do people see
petty bickering, jealousy, and division in your church? Or do they know you are
Jesus’ followers by your love for one another?

Love is more than simply warm feelings; it is an attitude that reveals itself in
action. How can we love others as Jesus loves us? By helping when it’s not
convenient, by giving when it hurts, by devoting energy to others’ welfare rather
than our own, by absorbing hurts from others without complaining or fighting
back. This kind of loving is hard to do. That is why people notice when you do it
and know you are empowered by a supernatural source. The Bible has another
beautiful description of love in 1 Cor. 13.

Matthew 22:36-40

Master, which is the great commandment in the law? [37] Jesus said unto him,
Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with
all thy mind. [38] This is the first and great commandment. [39] And the second is
like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. [40] On these two
commandments hang all the law and the prophets.

The Pharisees, who had classified over 600 laws, often tried to distinguish the
more important from the less important. So one of them, an “expert in the law,”
asked Jesus to identify the most important law. Jesus quoted from Deut. 6:5 and
Leviticus 19:18. By fulfilling these two commands, a person keeps all the others.
They summarize the Ten Commandments and the other Old Testament moral laws.

Jesus says that if we truly love God and our neighbor, we will naturally keep the
commandments. This is looking at God’s law positively. Rather than worrying
about all we should not do, we should concentrate on all we can do to show our
love for God and others.

Romans 5:8
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But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ
died for us.

While we were still sinners—these are amazing words. God sent Jesus Christ to die
for us, not because we were good enough, but because he loved us. Whenever you
feel uncertain about God’s love for you, remember that he loved you even before
you turned to him. If God loved you when you were a rebel, he can surely
strengthen you, now that you love him in return.

John 3:16

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

The entire gospel comes to a focus in this verse. God’s love is not static or self-
centered; it reaches out and draws others in. Here God sets the pattern of true love,
the basis for all love relationships—when you love someone dearly, you are
willing to give freely to the point of self-sacrifice. God paid dearly with the life of
his Son, the highest price he could pay.
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6. Live for the Kingdom of God

Matthew 6:9-10

After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be
thy name. [10] Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.

This is often called the Lord’s Prayer because Jesus gave it to the disciples. It can
be a pattern for our prayers. We should praise God, pray for his work in the world,
pray for our daily needs, and pray for help in our daily struggles.

The phrase “Our Father in heaven™ indicates that God is not only majestic and
holy, but also personal and loving. The first line of this model prayer is a statement
of praise and a commitment to hallow, or honor, God’s holy name. We can honor
God’s name by being careful to use it respectfully

The phrase “Your kingdom come” is a reference to God’s spiritual reign, not
Israel’s freedom from Rome. God’s kingdom was announced in the covenant with
Abraham (Matthew 8:11; Luke 13:28), is present in Christ’s reign in believers’
hearts (Luke 17:21), and will be complete when all evil is destroyed and God
establishes the new heaven and earth (Rev. 21:1).

When we pray “Your will be done,” we are not resigning ourselves to fate, but
praying that God’s perfect purpose will be accomplished in this world as well as in
the next.

Matthew 13:44-46

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the which when a
man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that he hath,
and buyeth that field. Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man,
seeking goodly pearls: [46] Who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went
and sold all that he had, and bought it.

Jesus is the hidden treasure and the goodly pearl.
God’s love must so permeate our motives that all we do will be for his glory. Keep

this as a guiding principle by asking, “Is this action glorifying God?” or “How can
I honor God through this action?”
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Matthew 6:23

But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If therefore the
light that is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness!

Spiritual vision is our capacity to see clearly what God wants us to do and to see
the world from his point of view. But this spiritual insight can be easily clouded.
Self-serving desires, interests, and goals block that vision. Serving God is the best
way to restore it. A “good” eye is one that is fixed on God.

7. Live for the eternal
Psalm 90:11-12

Who knoweth the power of thine anger? even according to thy fear, so is thy
wrath. [12] So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto
wisdom.

Psalm 39:4-7

Lord, make me to know mine end, and the measure of my days, what it is; that |
may know how frail | am. [5] Behold, thou hast made my days as an handbreadth;
and mine age is as nothing before thee: verily every man at his best state is
altogether vanity. Selah. [6] Surely every man walketh in a vain shew: surely they
are disquieted in vain: he heapeth up riches, and knoweth not who shall gather
them. [7] And now, Lord, what wait | for? my hope is in thee.

Life is short no matter how long we live. If there is something important we want
to do, we must not put it off for a better day. Ask yourself, “If I had only six
months to live, what would I do?” Tell someone that you love him or her? Deal
with an undisciplined area in your life? Tell someone about Jesus? Because life is
short, don’t neglect what is truly important.

People spend so much time securing their lives on earth and spend little or no
thought about where they will spend eternity. David realized that amassing riches
and busily accomplishing worldly tasks would make no difference in eternity. Few
people understand that their only hope is in the Lord.

1 John 2:15-17
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Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the
world, the love of the Father is not in him. [16] For all that is in the world, the lust
of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is
of the world. [17] And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that
doeth the will of God abideth for ever.

Worldliness is also internal because it begins in the heart and is characterized by
three attitudes: (1) the cravings of sinful man—preoccupation with gratifying
physical desires; (2) the lust of his eyes—craving and accumulating things, bowing
to the god of materialism; and (3) boasting of what he has and does—obsession
with one’s status or importance. When the serpent tempted Eve (Genesis 3:6), he
tempted her in these areas. Also, when the devil tempted Jesus in the desert, these
were his three areas of attack (see Matthew 4:1-11). Knowing that this evil world
and our desires for its pleasures will end can give us courage to control our greedy,
self-indulgent behavior and to continue doing God’s will.

Luke 12:15-21

And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man's life
consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth. [16] And he
spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a certain rich man brought forth
plentifully: [17] And he thought within himself, saying, What shall | do, because I
have no room where to bestow my fruits? [18] And he said, This will 1 do: I will
pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will | bestow all my fruits and my
goods. [19] And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for
many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry. [20] But God said unto him,
Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those
things be, which thou hast provided? [21] So is he that layeth up treasure for
himself, and is not rich toward God.

Jesus says that the good life has nothing to do with being wealthy, so be on guard
against greed (desire for what we don’t have). This is the exact opposite of what
society usually says. Advertisers spend millions of dollars to entice us to think that
if we buy more and more of their products, we will be happier, more fulfilled,
more comfortable. How do you respond to the constant pressure to buy? Learn to
tune out expensive enticements and concentrate instead on the truly good life—
living in a relationship with God and doing his work.

The rich man in Jesus’ story died before he could begin to use what was stored in
his big barns. Planning for retirement—ypreparing for life before death—is wise,
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but neglecting life after death is disastrous. If you accumulate wealth only to
enrich yourself, with no concern for helping others, you will enter eternity empty-
handed.

8. Live for the glory of God
John 17:1

These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the
hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee:

This entire chapter is Jesus’ prayer. From it, we learn that the world is a
tremendous battleground where the forces under Satan’s power and those under
God’s authority are at war. Satan and his forces are motivated by bitter hatred for
Christ and his forces. Jesus prayed for his disciples, including those of us who
follow him today. He prayed that God would keep his chosen believers safe from
Satan’s power, setting them apart and making them pure and holy, uniting them
through his truth.

Hebrews 1:3

Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and
upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our
sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;

The book of Hebrews links God’s saving power with his creative power. In other
words, the power that brought the universe into being and that keeps it operating is
the very power that removes (provides purification for) our sins. How mistaken we
would be to ever think that God couldn’t forgive us. No sin is too big for the Ruler
of the universe to handle. He can and will forgive us when we come to him through
his Son. That Jesus sat down means that the work was complete. Christ’s sacrifice
was final.

1 Cor. 6:18-20

Flee fornication. Every sin that a man doeth is without the body; but he that
committeth fornication sinneth against his own body. [19] What? know ye not that
your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and
ye are not your own? [20] For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in
your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.
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Christians are free to be all they can be for God, but they are not free from God.
God created sex to be a beautiful and essential ingredient of marriage, but sexual
sin—sex outside the marriage relationship—always hurts someone. It hurts God
because it shows that we prefer following our own desires instead of the leading of
the Holy Spirit. It hurts others because it violates the commitment so necessary to a
relationship.

What did Paul mean when he said that our bodies belong to God? Many people say
they have the right to do whatever they want with their own bodies. Although they
think that this is freedom, they are really enslaved to their own desires. When we
become Christians, the Holy Spirit fills and lives in us. Therefore, we no longer
own our bodies. “Bought at a price” refers to slaves purchased at auction. Christ’s
death freed us from sin, but also obligates us to his service. If you live in a building
owned by someone else, you try not to violate the building’s rules. Because your
body belongs to God, you must not violate his standards for living.

1 Cor. 10:31
Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.
God’s love must so permeate our motives that all we do will be for his glory. Keep

this as a guiding principle by asking, “Is this action glorifying God?” or “How can
I honor God through this action?”
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Chapter 7

The Nature and Attributes of God

1. The Eternal God

Genesis 21:33 And Abraham planted a grove in Beer-sheba, and called there
on the name of the Lord, the everlasting God.

Beersheba, the southernmost city of Israel, lay on the edge of a vast desert that
stretched as far as Egypt to the southwest and Mount Sinai to the south. The phrase
“from Dan to Beersheba” was often used to describe the traditional boundaries of
the Promised Land (2 Samuel 17:11). Beersheba’s southern location and the
presence of several wells in the area may explain why Abraham settled there.
Beersheba was also the home of Isaac, Abraham’s son.

Psalm 41:13 Blessed be the Lord God of Israel from everlasting, and to
everlasting Amen, and Amen.

Psalms is divided into five books, and each one ends with a doxology or an
expression of praise to God. The first book of the psalms, Psalm 1-41, takes us on a
journey through suffering, sorrow, and great joy. It teaches us much about God’s
eternal love and care for us.

Psalm 102:12 But thou, O Lord, shalt endure forever; and thy remembrance unto
all generations.

2. The Unity of God
Deut. 6:4 Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord:

Monotheism—belief in only one God—was a distinctive feature of Hebrew
religion. Many ancient religions believed in many gods. But the God of Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob is the God of the whole earth, the only true God. This was an
important insight for the nation of Israel because they were about to enter a land
filled with people who believed in many gods. Both then and today, there are
people who prefer to place their trust in many different “gods.” But the day is
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coming when God will be recognized as the only one. He will be the king over the
whole earth (Zech. 14:9).

John 17:3 And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God,
and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.

How do we get eternal life? Jesus tells us clearly here—by knowing God the
Father himself through his Son, Jesus Christ. Eternal life requires entering into a
personal relationship with God in Jesus Christ. When we admit our sin and turn
away from it, Christ’s love lives in us by the Holy Spirit.

1 Tim. 2:5 For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the
man Christ Jesus;

We are separated from God by sin, and only one person in the universe is our
mediator and can stand between us and God and bring us together again—Jesus,
who is both God and man. Jesus’ sacrifice brought new life to all people.

Isaiah 43:10 Ye are my witnesses, saith the Lord, and my servant whom | have
chosen: that ye may know and believe me, and understand that | am he: before me
there was no God formed, neither shall there be after me.

Israel’s task was to be a witness (Isaiah 44:8), telling the world that God is and
what he has done. Believers today share the responsibility of being God’s
witnesses. Do people know what God is like through your words and example?
They cannot see God directly, but they can see him reflected in you.

Isaiah 44:6 Thus saith the Lord the King of Israel, and his redeemer the Lord of
hosts; | am the first, and | am the last; and beside me there is no God.

3. The Self Existence of God

Isaiah 44:24 Thus saith the Lord, thy redeemer, and he that formed thee from the
womb, I am the Lord that maketh all things; that stretcheth forth the heavens alone;
that spreadeth abroad the earth by myself;
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Acts 17:24-25 God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is
Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands; Neither is
worshipped with men's hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to
all life, and breath, and all things;

Romans 11:33-36

O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how
unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out! [34] For who hath
known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counselor? [35] Or who hath
first given to him, and it shall be recompensed unto him again? [36] For of him,
and through him, and to him, are all things: to who be glory for ever. Amen.

This is a prayer of praise to God for the wisdom of his plan. Although God’s
method and means are beyond our comprehension, God himself is not arbitrary. He
governs the universe and our lives in perfect wisdom, justice, and love. In the final
analysis, all of us are absolutely dependent on God. He is the source of all things.
He is the power that sustains and rules the world that we live in. And God works
out all things to bring glory to himself. The all-powerful God deserves our praise.

4. God is Holy
Isaiah 6:1-4

In the year that king Uzziah died | saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high
and lifted up, and his train filled the temple. [2] Above it stood the seraphims: each
one had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his
feet, and with twain he did fly. [3] And one cried unto another, and said, Holy,
holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory. [4] And the
posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried, and the house was filled
with smoke.

The throne, the attending seraphs or angels, and the threefold holy all stressed
God’s holiness. Seraphs were a type of angel whose name is derived from the word
for “burn,” perhaps indicating their purity as God’s ministers. In a time when

moral and spiritual decay had peaked, it was important for Isaiah to see God in his
holiness. Holiness means morally perfect, pure, and set apart from all sin

Leviticus 10:10 And that ye may put difference between holy and unholy, and
between unclean and clean;
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The purpose of God’s laws was to teach people how to distinguish right from
wrong, the holy from the common. The nation who lived by God’s laws would
obviously be set apart, dedicated to his service.

1 John 1:5 This then is the message that we have heard of him, and declare unto
you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.

Light represents what is good, pure, true, holy, and reliable. Darkness represents
what is sinful and evil. The statement “God is light” means that God is perfectly
holy and true and that he alone can guide us out of the darkness of sin. Light is also
related to truth in that light exposes whatever exists, whether it is good or bad. In
the dark, good and evil look alike; in the light, they can be clearly distinguished.
Just as darkness cannot exist in the presence of light, sin cannot exist in the
presence of a holy God.

5. God is Love

Deut. 4:37 And because he loved thy fathers, therefore he chose their seed after
them, and brought thee out in his sight with his mighty power out of Egypt;

Deut. 7:7-8 The Lord did not set his love upon you, nor choose you, because ye
were more in number than any people; for ye were the fewest of all people: [8] But
because the Lord loved you, and because he would keep the oath which he had
sworn unto your fathers, hath the Lord brought you out with a mighty hand, and
redeemed you out of the house of bondmen, from the hand of Pharaoh king of

Egypt.

Jeremiah 31:3 The Lord hath appeared of old unto me, saying, Yea, | have loved
thee with an everlasting love: therefore with lovingkindness have | drawn thee.

God reaches toward his people with kindness motivated by deep and everlasting
love. He is eager to do the best for them if they will only let him. After many
words of warning about sin, this reminder of God’s magnificent love is a breath of
fresh air.

Micah 7:18 Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by
the transgression of the remnant of his heritage? He retaineth not his anger for
ever, because he delighteth in mercy.
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God delights to show mercy! He does not forgive grudgingly, but is glad when we
repent and offers forgiveness to all who come back to him. Today you can confess
your sins and receive his loving forgiveness.

God is Sovereign
Deut. 4:29

But if from thence thou shalt seek the Lord thy God, thou shalt find him, if thou
seek him with all thy heart and with all thy soul.

Do you want to know God? God promised the Israelites that they would find him
when they searched with all their hearts and souls. God is knowable and wants to
be known—»but we have to want to know him. Acts of service and worship must be
accompanied by sincere devotion of the heart. As Hebrews 11:6 says, “Anyone
who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who
earnestly seek him.” God will reward those who pursue a relationship with him.

1 Chron. 29:11-12

Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the victory,
and the majesty: for all that is in the heaven and in the earth is thine; thine is the
kingdom, O Lord, and thou art exalted as head above all. [12] Both riches and
honour come of thee, and thou reignest over all; and in thine hand is power and
might; and in thine hand it is to make great, and to give strength unto all.

Psalm 40:10-12

| have not hid thy righteousness within my heart; | have declared thy faithfulness
and thy salvation: | have not concealed thy lovingkindness and thy truth from the
great congregation. [11] Withhold not thou thy tender mercies from me, O Lord:
let thy lovingkindness and thy truth continually preserve me. [12] For innumerable
evils have compassed me about: mine iniquities have taken hold upon me, so that |
am not able to look up; they are more than the hairs of mine head: therefore my
heart faileth me.

People who are faithful to us accept and love us, even when we are unlovable.
Faithful people keep their promises, whether promises of support or promises
made in our marriage vows. God’s faithfulness is like human faithfulness, only
perfect. His love is absolute, and his promises are irrevocable. He loves us in spite
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of our constant bent toward sin, and he keeps all the promises he has made to us,
even when we break our promises to him.
Psalm 103:19

The Lord hath prepared his throne in the heavens; and his kingdom ruleth over
all.

Psalm 135:6

Whatsoever the Lord pleased, that did he in heaven, and in earth, in the seas, and
all deep places.

7. God’s Righteousness

Deut. 32:3-4 Because | will publish the name of the Lord: ascribe ye greatness
unto our God. [4] He is the Rock, his work is perfect: for all his ways are
judgment: a God of truth and without iniquity, just and right is he.

Psalm 72:2 He shall judge thy people with righteousness, and thy poor with
judgment.

God desires all who rule under him to be righteous and just.

Romans 1:17-18 For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to
faith: as it is written, “The just shall live by faith”. For the wrath of God is
revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who
hold the truth in unrighteousness;

Paul is quoting Habakkuk 2:4. Habakkuk may have understood “will live” to mean
this present life only. But Paul extends this statement to include eternal life. As we
trust God, we are saved; we find life both now and forever.

Romans 2:5

But after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath
against the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God;
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Although God does not usually punish us immediately for sin, his eventual
judgment is certain. We don’t know exactly when it will happen, but we know that
no one will escape that final encounter with the Creator.

God’s Grace
Romans 5:8

But God commended his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us.

God sent Jesus Christ to die for us, not because we were good enough, but because
he loved us. Whenever you feel uncertain about God’s love for you, remember that
he loved you even before you turned to him.

Ephes. 2:8-9

For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift
of God: [9] Not of works, lest any man should boast.

We become Christians through God’s unmerited grace, not as the result of any
effort, ability, intelligent choice, or act of service on our part. However, out of
gratitude for this free gift, we will seek to help and serve others with kindness,
love, and gentleness, and not merely to please ourselves. While no action or work
we do can help us obtain salvation, God’s intention is that our salvation will result
in acts of service. We are not saved merely for our own benefit but to serve Christ
and build up the church (Ephes. 4:12).

Isaiah 53:4-6 Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did
esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. [5] But he was wounded for our
transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was
upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. [6] All we like sheep have gone
astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on him the
iniquity.

Here, God was pulling aside the curtain of time to let the people of Isaiah’s day

look ahead to the suffering of the future Messiah and the resulting forgiveness
made available to all mankind.
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Isaiah speaks of Israel straying from God and compares them to wandering sheep.
Yet God would send the Messiah to bring them back into the fold. We have the
hindsight to see and know the identity of the promised Messiah who has come and
died for our sins. But if we can see all that Jesus did and still reject him, our sin is
much greater than that of the ancient Israelites who could not see what we have
seen. Have you given your life to Jesus Christ, the “good shepherd” (John 10:11-
16), or are you still like a wandering sheep?
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Chapter 8

The Nature and Attributes of God

Part 2

1. God's Mercy

Psalm 145:8-9 The Lord is gracious, and full of compassion; slow to anger, and of
great mercy. [9] The Lord is good to all: and his tender mercies are over all his
works.

Matthew 5:4-5 Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted. [5]
Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.

Jesus began his sermon with words that seem to contradict each other. But God’s
way of living usually contradicts the world’s. If you want to live for God you must
be ready to say and do what seems strange to the world. You must be willing to
give when others take, to love when others hate, to help when others abuse. By
giving up your own rights in order to serve others,

Genesis 18:32

And he said, Oh let not the Lord be angry, and | will speak yet but this once:
Peradventure ten shall be found there. And he said, | will not destroy it for ten's
sake.

Abraham knew that God must punish sin, but he also knew from experience that
God is merciful to sinners. God knew there were not ten righteous people in the
city, but he was merciful enough to allow Abraham to intercede. He was also
merciful enough to help Lot, Abraham’s nephew, get out of Sodom before it was
destroyed. God does not take pleasure in destroying the wicked, but he must punish
sin. He is both just and merciful.
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2. God's Veracity (devoted to the truth)

1 Samuel 15:29-30 And also the Strength of Israel will not lie nor repent: for he is
not a man, that he should repent. Then he said, | have sinned: yet honour me now, |
pray thee, before the elders of my people, and before Israel, and turn again with
me, that | may worship the Lord thy God.

Saul was more concerned about what others would think of him than he was about
the status of his relationship with God (1 Samuel 15:24). He begged Samuel to go
with him to worship as a public demonstration that Samuel still supported him. If
Samuel had refused, the people probably would have lost all confidence in Saul.

Psalm 119:142 Thy righteousness is an everlasting righteousness, and thy law is
the truth.

Exodus 34:6 And the Lord passed by before him, and proclaimed, The Lord, The
Lord God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and
truth,

Moses had asked to see God’s glory (Exodus 33:18), and this was God’s response.
What is God’s glory? It is his character, his nature, his way of relating to his
creatures. Notice that God did not give Moses a vision of his power and majesty,
but rather of his love. God’s glory is revealed in his mercy, grace, compassion,
faithfulness, forgiveness, and justice. God’s love and mercy are truly wonderful,
and we benefit from them.

John 17:17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.

A follower of Christ becomes sanctified (set apart for sacred use, cleansed and
made holy) through believing and obeying the Word of God (Hebrews 4:12). He or
she has already accepted forgiveness through Christ’s sacrificial death (Hebrews
7:26-27). But daily application of God’s Word has a purifying effect on our minds
and hearts. Scripture points out sin, motivates us to confess, renews our
relationship with Christ, and guides us back to the right path.

John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man
cometh unto the Father, but by me.
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As the way, Jesus is our path to the Father. As the truth, he is the reality of all
God’s promises. As the life, he joins his divine life to ours, both now and eternally.

3. God is Immutability (The quality of being incapable of mutation)

1 Samuel 15:29 And also the Strength of Israel will not lie nor repent: for he is
not a man, that he should repent.

James 1:17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh
down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of
turning.

The Bible often compares goodness with light and evil with darkness.
Isaiah 40:28

Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, the Lord, the
Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary? there is no searching
of his understanding.

Isaiah describes God’s power to create, his provision to sustain, and his presence to
help. God is almighty and all-powerful; but even so, he cares for each of us
personally. No person or thing can be compared to God (Isaiah 40:25). We
describe God as best we can with our limited knowledge and language, but we only
limit our understanding of him and his power when we compare him to what we
experience on earth.

Hebrews 13:8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and to day, and forever.

Though human leaders have much to offer, we must keep our eyes on Christ, our
ultimate leader. Unlike any human leaders, he will never change. Christ has been
and will be the same forever. In a changing world we can trust our unchanging
Lord.

Malachi 3:6 For | am the Lord, | change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not
consumed.
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God’s patience seems endless! Throughout history, his people have disobeyed,
even scorned, his laws, but he has always been willing to accept them back. Many
people have turned their backs on forgiveness and restoration because they have
refused to admit their sin. Don’t follow their example. God is ready to return to us
if we are willing to return to him.

Romans 11:29 For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance.

The privileges and invitation of God given to Israel can never be withdrawn.

4. God's Patience

Exodus 34:16

And thou take of their daughters unto thy sons, and their daughters go a whoring
after their gods, and make thy sons go a whoring after their gods.

1 Peter 3:18-20

For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might
bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit: [19]
By which also he went and preached unto the spirits in prison; [20] Which
sometime were disobedient, when once the longsuffering of God waited in the days
of Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were
saved by water.

This passage shows that Christ’s Good News of salvation and victory is not
limited. It has been preached in the past as well as in the present; it has gone to
those who disobeyed God long ago when God waited patiently while Noah was
building the ark. Only eight people were saved from drowning in that terrible
flood.

God has given everyone the opportunity to come to him.

2 Peter 3:9
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The Lord isn't really being slow about his promise to return, as some people
think. No, he is being patient for your sake. He does not want anyone to perish, so
he is giving more time for everyone to repent.

Jesus is waiting so that more sinners will repent and turn to him. We must not sit
and wait for Christ to return, but we should live with the realization that time is
short and that we have important work to do. Be ready to meet Christ any time.

Romans 2:4

Don't you realize how kind, tolerant, and patient God is with you? Or don't you
care? Can't you see how kind he has been in giving you time to turn from your sin?

In his kindness, God holds back his judgment, giving people time to repent. It is
casy to mistake God’s patience for approval of the wrong way we are living. Self-
evaluation is difficult, and it is even more difficult to expose our conduct to God
and let him tell us where we need to change. But as Christians we must pray
constantly that God will point out our sins, so that he can heal them.

Rev. 2:21
| gave her time to repent, but she would not turn away from her immorality.

Jezebel was unwilling to repent. “Repent” means to change our mind and direction
from following our way to following God’s way, from sin and its disastrous
consequences to God and eternal life. In his mercy, God has given us time in his
mercy to decide to follow him.

5. God's Omnipresence

Psalm 139:7-10

Whither shall | go from thy spirit? or whither shall | flee from thy presence? [8]
If | ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if | make my bed in hell, behold, thou art
there. [9] If | take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the
sea; [10] Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me.

God is omnipresent—he is present everywhere. Because this is so, you can never
be lost to his Spirit. This is good news to those who know and love God, because
no matter what we do or where we go, we can never be far from God’s comforting
presence (see Romans 8:35-39).
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To share the gospel is a great responsibility because the way we present it and live
it will encourage people either to accept it or reject it. Whether we speak from a
pulpit, teach in a class, or share with friends, we are entrusted with accurately
communicating and living out God’s Word. As you share God’s Word with friends
and neighbors, they will look for its effectiveness in your life. Unless it has
changed you, why should they let it change them? If you preach it, make sure you
live it!

Jeremiah 23:24 Can any hide himself in secret places that I shall not see him? saith
the Lord. Do not | fill heaven and earth? saith the Lord.

6. God's Omnipotence (unlimited power)

Genesis 1:1
In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.

The statement that God created the heavens and the earth is one of the most
challenging concepts confronting the modern mind. The vast galaxy we live in is
spinning at the incredible speed of 490,000 miles an hour. But even at this
breakneck speed, our galaxy still needs 200 million years to make one rotation.
And there are over one billion other galaxies just like ours in the universe.

Some scientists say that the number of stars in creation is equal to all the grains of
all the sands on all the beaches of the world. Yet this complex sea of spinning stars
functions with remarkable order and efficiency. To say that the universe “just
happened” or “evolved” requires more faith than to believe that God is behind
these amazing statistics. God truly did create a wonderful universe.

Matthew 19:26
But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible;
but with God all things are possible.

The disciples were astonished. They thought that if anyone could be saved, it
would be the rich, whom their culture considered especially blessed by God.
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Luke 1:37
For with God nothing shall be impossible.

Jesus was born without the sin that entered the world through Adam. He was born
holy, just as Adam was created sinless. In contrast to Adam, who disobeyed God,
Jesus obeyed God and was thus able to face sin’s consequences in our place and
make us acceptable to God (Romans 5:14-19).

Acts 26:8
Why should it be thought a thing incredible with you, that God should raise
the dead?

God is God of the living and the dead. Nothing is impossible through him.

7. God's Benevolence

Hebrews 11:8

By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should
after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he
went.

Abraham’s life was filled with faith. At God’s command, he left home and went to
another land—obeying without question (Genesis 12:1ff).

He believed the covenant that God made with him (Genesis 12:2-3; Genesis 13:14-
16; Genesis 15:1-6). In obedience to God, Abraham was even willing to sacrifice
his son Isaac (Genesis 22:1-19). Do not be surprised if God asks you to give up
secure, familiar surroundings in order to carry out his will.

Matthew 6:33

But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things
shall be added unto you.

To “seek first his kingdom and his righteousness” means to turn to God first for
help, to fill your thoughts with his desires, to take his character for your pattern,
and to serve and obey him in everything. What is really important to you? People,
objects, goals, and other desires all compete for priority. Any of these can quickly
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bump God out of first place if you don’t actively choose to give him first place in
every area of your life.

Jeremiah 29:11

For | know the thoughts that | think toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts of
peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end.

We’re all encouraged by a leader who stirs us to move ahead, someone who
believes we can do the task he has given us. God is that kind of leader. He knows
the future, and his plans for us are good and full of hope. As long as God, who
knows the future, provides our agenda and goes with us as we fulfill his mission,
we can have boundless hope. This does not mean that we will be spared pain,
suffering, or hardship, but that God will see us through to a glorious conclusion.

1 Cor. 3:13-14

Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it
shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is.
[14] If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a
reward.

Two sure ways to destroy a building are to tamper with the foundation and to build
with inferior materials. The church must be built on Christ, not on any other person
or principle. Christ will evaluate each minister’s contribution to the life of the
church, and the day of judgment (“the Day”’) will reveal the sincerity of each
person’s work

8. God's Wrath

Nahum 1:6

Who can stand before his indignation? and who can abide in the fierceness of his
anger? His fury is poured out like fire, and the rocks are thrown down by him.

No person on earth can safely defy God, the Almighty, the Creator of all the
universe. God, who controls the sun, the galaxies, and the vast stretches beyond,
also controls the rise and fall of nations. How could a small temporal kingdom like
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Assyria, no matter how powerful, challenge God’s awesome power? If only
Assyria could have looked ahead to see the desolate mound of rubble that it would
become—and yet God would still be alive and well! Don’t defy God; he will be
here forever with greater power than that of all armies and nations combined.

Deut. 32:34-41

Is not this laid up in store with me, and sealed up among my treasures? [35] To
me belongeth vengeance, and recompence; their foot shall slide in due time: for the
day of their calamity is at hand, and the things that shall come upon them make
haste. [36] For the Lord shall judge his people, and repent himself for his servants,
when he seeth that their power is gone, and there is none shut up, or left. [37] And
he shall say, Where are their gods, their rock in whom they trusted, [38] Which did
eat the fat of their sacrifices, and drank the wine of their drink offerings? let them
rise up and help you, and be your protection. [39] See now that I, even I, am he,
and there is no god with me: | kill, and | make alive; I wound, and | heal: neither is
there any that can deliver out of my hand. [40] For I lift up my hand to heaven, and
say, | live for ever. [41] If | whet my glittering sword, and mine hand take hold on
judgment; | will render vengeance to mine enemies, and will reward them that hate
me.

Hebrews 10:30-31

For we know him that hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto me, | will
recompense, saith the Lord. And again, The Lord shall judge his people. [31] Itis a
fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.

This judgment is for those who have rejected God’s mercy. For those who accept
Christ’s love and accept his salvation, the coming judgment is no cause for worry.
Being saved through his grace, they have nothing to fear (see 1 John 4:18).

Romans 1:18

[18] For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness;

God cannot tolerate sin because his nature is morally perfect. He cannot ignore or
condone such willful rebellion. God wants to remove the sin and restore the
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sinner—and he is able to, as long as the sinner does not stubbornly distort or reject
the truth. But his anger erupts against those who persist in sinning

9. Knowing God

John 17:3

And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus
Christ, whom thou hast sent.

How do we get eternal life? Jesus tells us clearly here—by knowing God the
Father himself through his Son, Jesus Christ. Eternal life requires entering into a
personal relationship with God in Jesus Christ. When we admit our sin and turn
away from it, Christ’s love lives in us by the Holy Spirit.

Jeremiah 9:23-24

Thus saith the Lord, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the
mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches: [24] But let
him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, that | am the
Lord which exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for
in these things I delight, saith the Lord.

People tend to admire four qualities in others: human wisdom, power (strength),
kindness, and riches. But God puts a higher priority on knowing him personally
and living a life that reflects his justice and righteousness. What do you want
people to admire most about you?

Psalm 19:1-3

The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his
handywork. [2] Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth
knowledge. [3] There is no speech nor language, where their voice is not heard.

In this psalm, David’s steps of meditation take him from creation, through God’s
Word, through David’s own sinfulness, to salvation. As God reveals himself
through nature (Psalm 19:1-6), we learn about his power and our finiteness. As
God reveals himself through Scripture (Psalm 19:7-11), we learn about his holiness
and our sinfulness. As God reveals himself through daily experiences (Psalm
19:12-14), we learn about his gracious forgiveness and our salvation.
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The apostle Paul referred to this psalm when he explained that everyone knows
about God because nature proclaims God’s existence and power (Romans 1:19-
20). This does not cancel the need for missions because the message of God’s
salvation found in his Word, the Bible, must still be told to the ends of the earth.
While nature points to the existence of God, the Bible tells us about salvation.
God’s people must explain to others how they can have a relationship with God.

10. Worshipping God

Psalm 29:2

Give unto the Lord the glory due unto his name; worship the Lord in the beauty
of holiness.

Hebrews 12:28

Those who follow Christ are part of this unshakable kingdom, and they will
withstand the shaking, sifting, and burning. When we feel unsure about the future,
we can take confidence from these verses. No matter what happens here, our future
Is built on a solid foundation that cannot be destroyed. Don’t put your confidence
in what will be destroyed; instead, build your life on Christ and his unshakable
kingdom.

Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace,
whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear:

Jeremiah 2:10

For pass over the isles of Chittim, and see; and send unto Kedar, and consider
diligently, and see if there be such a thing.

Jeremiah condemned Judah (he sometimes called Judah “Jerusalem,” the name of
its capital city) for seeking security in worthless, changeable things rather than the
unchangeable God. We may be tempted to seek security from possessions, people,
or our own abilities, but these will fail us. There is no lasting security apart from
the eternal God.

John 17:4
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| have glorified thee on the earth: | have finished the work which thou gavest me
to do.

Jesus tells us clearly here—by knowing God the Father himself through his Son,
Jesus Christ. Eternal life requires entering into a personal relationship with God in
Jesus Christ. When we admit our sin and turn away from it, Christ’s love lives in
us by the Holy Spirit.
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Chapter 9

The Only True God

1. There is a God

Exodus 33:20
And he said, Thou canst not see my face: for there shall no man see me, and
live.

Hebrews 11:3
Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God,
so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear.

2. Praise to God the Creator

Genesis 1:1
In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.

Psalm 104:1-7

Bless the Lord, O my soul. O Lord my God, thou art very great; thou art clothed
with honour and majesty. [2] Who coverest thyself with light as with a garment:
who stretchest out the heavens like a curtain: [3] Who layeth the beams of his
chambers in the waters: who maketh the clouds his chariot: who walketh upon the
wings of the wind: [4] Who maketh his angels spirits; his ministers a flaming fire:
[5] Who laid the foundations of the earth, that it should not be removed for ever

Psalm 95:7
For he is our God; and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his
hand. To day if ye will hear his voice,

3. The Lord God is a Living God.

1 Samuel 17:23
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And as he talked with them, behold, there came up the champion, the Philistine
of Gath, Goliath by name, out of the armies of the Philistines, and spake according
to the same words: and David heard them.

Jeremiah 10:10

But the Lord is the true God, he is the living God, and an everlasting king: at his
wrath the earth shall tremble, and the nations shall not be able to abide his
indignation.

Matthew 16:16
And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living
God.

4, God is a personal being.

John 12:28
Father, glorify thy name. Then came there a voice from heaven, saying, | have
both glorified it, and will glorify it again.

Isaiah 37:16

O Lord of hosts, God of Israel, that dwellest between the cherubims, thou art the
God, even thou alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth: thou hast made heaven and
earth.

James 4:8
Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners;
and purify your hearts, ye double minded.

Psalm 23:4
Yea, though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | will fear no evil:
for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.

Jeremiah 1:8
Be not afraid of their faces: for | am with thee to deliver thee, saith the Lord.
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5. God is eternal.

Psalm 90:2
Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth
and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God.

Isaiah 57:15

For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is
Holy; | dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and
humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the
contrite ones.

Deut. 33:27
The eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms: and he
shall thrust out the enemy from before thee; and shall say, Destroy them.

1 Tim. 1:17
Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be honour
and glory for ever and ever. Amen.

6. There is only one God.

Isaiah 46:9
Remember the former things of old: for | am God, and there is none else; | am
God, and there is none like me,

Deut. 4:35
Unto thee it was shewed, that thou mightest know that the Lord he is God; there
Is none else beside him.

Isaiah 37:20
Now therefore, O Lord our God, save us from his hand, that all the kingdoms of
the earth may know that thou art the Lord, even thou only.
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Isaiah 45:18

For thus saith the Lord that created the heavens; God himself that formed the
earth and made it; he hath established it, he created it not in vain, he formed it to be
inhabited: | am the Lord; and there is none else.

7. God is Sovereign. (superior above all others)

Rev. 21:6
And he said unto me, It is done. | am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the
end. | will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely.

Col. 1:16

For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth,
visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or
powers: all things were created by him, and for him:

Romans 11:33
O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how
unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out!

Psalm 103:19
The Lord hath prepared his throne in the heavens; and his kingdom ruleth over
all.

8. One God in three persons

Matt.16-17

And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo,
the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a
dove, and lighting upon him: [17] And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my
beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased.
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John 15:26
But when the Comforter is come, whom | will send unto you from the Father,
even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me:

Matthew 28:19
Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:

9. Where does God Dwell?

Psalm 139:7-10

Whither shall | go from thy spirit? or whither shall | flee from thy presence? [8]
If | ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if | make my bed in hell, behold, thou art
there. [9] If | take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the
sea; [10] Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me.

Rev. 4:2
And immediately | was in the spirit: and, behold, a throne was set in heaven, and
one sat on the throne.

Isaiah 6:1-3

In the year that king Uzziah died | saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high
and lifted up, and his train filled the temple. [2] Above it stood the seraphims: each
one had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his
feet, and with twain he did fly. [3] And one cried unto another, and said, Holy,
holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory.

Isaiah 6:1-3

In the year that king Uzziah died | saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high
and lifted up, and his train filled the temple. [2] Above it stood the seraphims: each
one had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his
feet, and with twain he did fly. [3] And one cried unto another, and said, Holy,
holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory.
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10. How can we know God?

John 5:39
Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they
that testify of me.

We know him through his word.

Hebrews 1:1-3

God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the
fathers by the prophets, [2] Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son,
whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; [3]
Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and
upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our
sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;

We know God through Jesus, his son.
Matthew 4:10

Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt
worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.
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Chapter 10

The Bible is the Word of God

Introduction:

2 Peter 1:20-21

Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation.
[21] For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of
God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.

“Men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit” means that
Scripture did not come from the creative work of the prophets’ own invention or
interpretation. God inspired the writers, so their message is authentic and reliable.
God used the talents, education, and cultural background of each writer (they were
not mindless robots); and God cooperated with the writers in such a way to ensure
that the message he intended was faithfully communicated in the very words they
wrote.

1. The Bible is God’s word.

Luke 4:17-18

And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when he
had opened the book, he found the place where it was written,

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the
gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance
to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are
bruised,

Jesus boldly announced, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” Jesus

was proclaiming himself as the One who would bring this good news to pass, but
In a way that the people would not yet be able to grasp.
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2. Who wrote the Bible?

Deut. 18:20

But the prophet, which shall presume to speak a word in my name, which | have
not commanded him to speak, or that shall speak in the name of other gods, even
that prophet shall die.

As in the days of ancient Israel, some people today claim to have messages from
God. God still speaks to his people, but we must be cautious before saying that
someone is God’s spokesman. How can we tell when people are speaking for the
Lord? (1) We can see whether or not their prophecies come true—the ancient test
for judging prophets. (2) We can check their words against the Bible. God never
contradicts himself, so if someone says something contrary to the Bible, we can
know that this is not God’s word.

3. How did we receive the Bible?

The Holy Scripture is God’s revelation to man.

Jeremiah 36:2

Take thee a roll of a book, and write therein all the words that | have spoken unto
thee against Israel, and against Judah, and against all the nations, from the day |
spake unto thee, from the days of Josiah, even into this day.

Most people in ancient times could neither read nor write, so those who could were
extremely valuable. These scribes held positions of great importance and were very
respected for their knowledge. Baruch was Jeremiah’s scribe. Writing was often
done on vellum or papyrus sheets that were sewn or glued together and stored in
long rolls called scrolls. After the exile, scribes became teachers of the law

Psalm 119:11
Thy word have | hid in mine heart, that | might not sin against thee.

Hiding (keeping) God’s Word in our hearts is a deterrent to sin. This alone should
inspire us to memorize Scripture. But memorization alone will not keep us from
sin; we must also put God’s Word to work in our lives, making it a vital guide for
everything we do.
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Matthew 7:24
Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken
him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock:

To build “on the rock” means to be a hearing, responding disciple, not a phony,
superficial one. Practicing obedience becomes the solid foundation to weather the
storms of life. See James 1:22-27

4. Why do we need to study the Bible

Joshua 1:8

This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate
therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is
written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt
have good success.

God said that to succeed Joshua must (1) be strong and courageous because the
task ahead would not be easy, (2) obey God’s law, and (3) constantly read and
study the Book of the Law—God’s Word. To be successful, follow God’s words to
Joshua. You may not succeed by the world’s standards, but you will be a success in
God’s eyes—and his opinion lasts forever.

5. The Bible is Reliable.

Matthew 5:18
For verily | say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no
wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.

In the Old Testament, there were three categories of law: ceremonial, civil, and
moral.

(1) The ceremonial law related specifically to Israel’s worship (see Leviticus
1:2-3, for example). Its primary purpose was to point forward to Jesus
Christ; these laws, therefore, were no longer necessary after Jesus’ death
and resurrection. While we are no longer bound by ceremonial laws, the
principles behind them—to worship and love a holy God—still apply.
Jesus was often accused by the Pharisees of violating ceremonial law.
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(2) The civil law applied to daily living in Israel (see Deut. 24:10-11, for
example). Because modern society and culture are so radically different from that
time and setting, all of these guidelines cannot be followed specifically. But the
principles behind the commands are timeless and should guide our conduct. Jesus
demonstrated these principles by example.

(3) The moral law (such as the Ten Commandments) is the direct command of
God, and it requires strict obedience (see Exodus 20:13, for example). The moral
law reveals the nature and will of God, and it still applies today. Jesus obeyed the
moral law completely.

1 Kings 8:56

Blessed be the Lord, that hath given rest unto his people Israel, according to all that
he promised: there hath not failed one word of all his good promise, which he
promised by the hand of Moses his servant.

Solomon praised the Lord and prayed for the people. His prayer can be a pattern
for our prayers. He had five basic requests: (1) for God’s presence (1 Kings 8:57);
(2) for the desire to do God’s will in everything; (“turn our hearts to him,” 1 Kings
8:58); (3) for help with each day’s need (1 Kings 8:59); (4) for the desire and
ability to obey God’s decrees and commands (1 Kings 8:58); (5) for the spread of
God’s kingdom to the entire world (1 Kings 8:60). These prayer requests are just as
important today. When you pray for your church or family, you can make these
same requests to God.

6. Walking in the spiritual truth.

John 17:17
Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.

A follower of Christ becomes sanctified (set apart for sacred use, cleansed and
made holy) through believing and obeying the Word of God (Hebrews 4:12). He or
she has already accepted forgiveness through Christ’s sacrificial death (Hebrews
7:26-27). But daily application of God’s Word has a purifying effect on our minds
and hearts. Scripture points out sin, motivates us to confess, renews our
relationship with Christ, and guides us back to the right path.
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7. The source of the Word.

2 Tim. 3:16-17

All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: [17] That the man of God
may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.

The whole Bible is God’s inspired Word. Because it is inspired and trustworthy,
we should read it and apply it to our lives. The Bible is our standard for testing
everything else that claims to be true. It is our safeguard against false teaching and
our source of guidance for how we should live.

It is our only source of knowledge about how we can be saved. God wants to show
you what is true and equip you to live for him. How much time do you spend in
God’s Word? Read it regularly to discover God’s truth and to become confident in
your life and faith. Develop a plan for reading the whole Bible, not just the familiar
passages.

In our zeal for the truth of Scripture, we must never forget its purpose—to equip
us to do good. We should not study God’s Word simply to increase our knowledge
or to prepare us to win arguments. We should study the Bible so that we will know
how to do Christ’s work in the world. Our knowledge of God’s Word is not useful
unless it strengthens our faith and leads us to do good.

Hebrews 4:12

For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged
sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints
and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

God’s Word reveals who we are and what we are not. It penetrates the core of our
moral and spiritual life. It discerns what is within us, both good and evil. The
demands of God’s Word require decisions. We must not only listen to the Word;
we must also let it shape our lives.

Matthew 4:1-11

Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil.
[2] And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an
hungred. [3] And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of
God, command that these stones be made bread. [4] But he answered and said, It is
written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out
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of the mouth of God. [5] Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and
setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple, [6] And saith unto him, If thou be the Son
of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, He shall give his angels charge
concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou
dash thy foot against a stone. [7] Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt
not tempt the Lord thy God. [8] Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding
high mountain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of
them; [9] And saith unto him, All these things will 1 give thee, if thou wilt fall
down and worship me. [10] Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it
Is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.
[11] Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came and ministered unto
him.

This time of testing showed that Jesus really was the Son of God, able to overcome
the devil and his temptations. A person has not shown true obedience if he or she
has never had an opportunity to disobey. We read in Deut. 8:2 that God led Israel
into the desert to humble and test them. God wanted to see whether or not his
people would really obey him. We too will be tested. Because we know that testing
will come, we should be alert and ready for it.

This temptation by the devil shows us that Jesus was human, and it gave Jesus the
opportunity to reaffirm God’s plan for his ministry. It also gives us an example to
follow when we are tempted. Jesus’ temptation was an important demonstration of
his sinlessness. He would face temptation and not give in.

The devil used Scripture to try to convince Jesus to sin! Only if you really
understand what the whole Bible says will you be able to recognize errors of
interpretation when people take verses out of context and twist them to say what
they want them to say.

8. The Application of the Word

Psalm 119:11
Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.

Hiding (keeping) God’s Word in our hearts is a deterrent to sin. This alone should
inspire us to memorize Scripture. But memorization alone will not keep us from
sin; we must also put God’s Word to work in our lives, making it a vital guide for
everything we do.
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9. Meditate on the Word

Psalm 1:1-3

Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth
in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. [2] But his delight is in
the law of the Lord; and in his law doth he meditate day and night. [3] And he shall
be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his
season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.

You can learn how to follow God by meditating on his Word. Meditating means
spending time reading and thinking about what you have read. It means asking
yourself how you should change so you’re living as God wants. Knowing and
meditating on God’s Word are the first steps toward applying it to your everyday
life. If you want to follow God more closely, you must know what he says.

This “law of the LORD” means all of Scripture: the first five books of Moses, the
Prophets, and the other writings. The more we know of the whole scope of God’s
Word, the more resources we will have to guide us in our daily decisions.

The more we delight in God’s presence, the more fruitful we are. On the other
hand, the more we allow those who ridicule God to affect our thoughts and
attitudes, the more we separate ourselves from our source of nourishment. We
must have contact with unbelievers if we are to witness to them, but we must not
join in or imitate their sinful behavior. If you want despair, spend time with
mocking sinners; but if you want God’s happiness, make friends with those who
love God and his Word.

When Scripture says, “Whatever he does prospers,” it does not mean immunity
from failure or difficulties. Nor is it a guarantee of health, wealth, and happiness.
What the Bible means by prosperity is this: when we apply God’s wisdom, the fruit
(results or by-products) we bear will be good and receive God’s approval. Just as a
tree soaks up water and bears luscious fruit, we also are to soak up God’s Word,
producing actions and attitudes that honor God. To achieve anything worthwhile,
we must have God’s Word in our hearts.
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Chapter 11

The Ten Commandments

Rules to Live By

Matthew 5:17-19 (KJV)

Think not that | am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: | am not come to
destroy, but to fulfill. [18] For verily | say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass,
one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. [19]
Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach
men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall
do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.

God’s moral and ceremonial laws were given to help people love God with all their
hearts and minds. Throughout Israel’s history, however, these laws had been often
misquoted and misapplied. By Jesus’ time, religious leaders had turned the laws
into a confusing mass of rules. When Jesus talked about a new way to understand
God’s law, he was actually trying to bring people back to its original purpose.
Jesus did not speak against the law itself, but against the abuses and excesses to
which it had been subjected. (See John 1:17.)

The moral law (such as the Ten Commandments) is the direct command of
God, and it requires strict obedience (see Exodus 20:13, for example). The
moral law reveals the nature and will of God, and it still applies today. Jesus
obeyed the moral law completely.

1. The First Commandment
Exodus 20:2-3

| am the Lord thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of
the house of bondage. [3] Thou shalt have no other gods before me.
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Why were the Ten Commandments necessary for God’s new nation? At the foot of
Mount Sinai, God showed his people the true function and beauty of his laws. The
commandments were designed to lead Israel to a life of practical holiness. In them,
people could see the nature of God and his plan for how they should live. The
commands and guidelines were intended to direct the community to meet the needs
of each individual in a loving and responsible manner. By Jesus’ time, however,
most people looked at the law the wrong way. They saw it as a means to prosperity
in both this world and the next. And they thought that to obey every law was the
way to earn God’s protection from foreign invasion and natural disaster. Law
keeping became an end in itself, not the means to fulfill God’s ultimate law of
love.

The Israelites had just come from Egypt, a land of many idols and many gods.
Because each god represented a different aspect of life, it was common to worship
many gods in order to get the maximum number of blessings. When God told his
people to worship and believe in him, wasn’t so hard for them—he was just one
more god to add to the list. But when he said, “You shall have no other gods before
me,” that was difficult for the people to accept. But if they didn’t learn that the
God who led them out of Egypt was the only true God, they could not be his
people—no matter how faithfully they kept the other nine commandments. Thus,
God made this his first commandment and emphasized it more than the others

Matthew 22:36-38

Master, which is the great commandment in the law? [37] Jesus said unto him,
Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with
all thy mind. [38] This is the first and great commandment.

The Pharisees, who had classified over 600 laws, often tried to distinguish the
more important from the less important. So one of them, an “expert in the law,”
asked Jesus to identify the most important law. Jesus quoted from Deut. 6:5 and
Leviticus 19:18. By fulfilling these two commands, a person keeps all the others.
They summarize the Ten Commandments and the other Old Testament moral laws.

Jesus says that if we truly love God and our neighbor, we will naturally keep the
commandments. This is looking at God’s law positively. Rather than worrying
about all we should not do, we should concentrate on all we can do to show our
love for God and others.

Jesus said: Matthew 4:10
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Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt
worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.

2. The Second Commandment

Exodus 20:4-6

Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that
Is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the
earth: [5] Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for | the Lord
thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children
unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me; [6] And showing mercy
unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments.

Today we can allow many things to become gods to us. Money, fame, work, or
pleasure can become gods when we concentrate too much on them for personal
identity, meaning, and security. No one sets out with the intention of worshiping
these things. But by the amount of time we devote to them, they can grow into
gods that ultimately control our thoughts and energies. Letting God hold the central
place in our lives keeps these things from turning into gods.

Psalm 115:4-8

Their idols are silver and gold, the work of men's hands. [5] They have mouths,
but they speak not: eyes have they, but they see not: [6] They have ears, but they
hear not: noses have they, but they smell not: [7] They have hands, but they handle
not: feet have they, but they walk not: neither speak they through their throat. [8]
They that make them are like unto them; so is every one that trusted in them.

When the psalms were written, many people worshiped idols—statues of wood,
stone, or metal. They took pride in what they could see and had contempt for what
they couldn’t see. Today, we still may value tangible objects (home, clothing,
possessions) rather than intangible realities (spiritual growth, salvation, giving to
those in need, spending time with loved ones). Those who spend their time
obtaining tangible objects are as foolish and empty as the idols themselves. (For
more on the foolishness of idols, see Isaiah 44:9-20.)

Jesus said: Luke 16:13
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No servant can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love
the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot
serve God and mammon.

3. The Third Commandment

Exodus 20:7

Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain; for the Lord will not
hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.

God’s name is special because it carries his personal identity. Using it frivolously
or in a curse is so common today that we may fail to realize how serious it is. The
way we use God’s name conveys how we really feel about him. We should respect
his name and use it appropriately, speaking it in praise or worship rather than in
curse or jest. We should not take lightly the abuse or dishonor of his name.

Psalm 139:20-21

For they speak against thee wickedly, and thine enemies take thy name in vain.
[21] Do not | hate them, O Lord, that hate thee? and am not | grieved with those
that rise up against thee?

If we truly love God, then we will be deeply hurt if someone hates him. David
asked God to search his heart and mind and point out any wrong motives that may
have been behind his strong words. But while we seek justice against evil, we must

also pray that God’s enemies will turn to him before he judges them (see Matthew
5:44).

David asked God to search for sin and point it out, even to the level of testing his

thoughts. This is exploratory surgery for sin. How are we to recognize sin unless
God points it out? Then, when God shows us, we can repent and be forgiven.

Jesus Said:

Matthew 5:34-35
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But | say unto you, Swear not at all; neither by heaven; for it is God's
throne: Nor by the earth; for it is his footstool: neither by Jerusalem; for it is
the city of the great King.

4. The Fourth Commandment

Exodus 20:8-11

Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. [9] Six days shalt thou labour, and
do all thy work: [10] But the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God: in it
thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant,
nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates: [11]
For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and
rested the seventh day: wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day, and hallowed
it.

The Sabbath was a day set aside for rest and worship. God commanded a Sabbath
because human beings need to spend unhurried time in worship and rest each
week. A God who is concerned enough to provide a day each week for us to rest is
indeed wonderful. To observe a regular time of rest and worship in our fast-paced
world demonstrates how important God is to us, and it gives us the extra benefit of
refreshing our spirits. Don’t neglect God’s provision.

Genesis 2:1-3

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. [2] And on
the seventh day God ended his work, which he had made; and he rested on the
seventh day from all his work, which he had made. [3] And God blessed the
seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it he had rested from all his work
which God created and made.

We live in an action-oriented world! There always seems to be something to do
and no time to rest. Yet God demonstrated that rest is appropriate and right. If God
himself rested from his work, then it should not amaze us that we also need rest.
Jesus demonstrated this principle when he and his disciples left in a boat to get
away from the crowds (see Mark 6:31-32). Our times of rest refresh us for times of
service.
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That God blessed the seventh day means that he set it apart for holy use. This act is
picked up in the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20:1-17) where God commanded
the observance of the Sabbath

Jesus said: Mark 2:27-28

And he said unto them, The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the
Sabbath: [28] Therefore the Son of man is Lord also of the Sabbath.

5. The Fifth Commandment

Exodus 20:12

Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which
the Lord thy God giveth thee.

This is the first commandment with a promise attached. To live in peace for
generations in the Promised Land, the Israelites would need to respect authority
and build strong families. But what does it mean to “honor” parents? Partly, it
means speaking well of them and politely to them. It also means acting in a way
that shows them courtesy and respect (but not to obey them if this means
disobedience to God). It means following their teaching and example of putting
God first. Parents have a special place in God’s sight. Even those who find it
difficult to get along with their parents are still commanded to honor them.

Proverbs 1:8
Listen, my child, to what your father teaches you. Don't neglect your mother's
teaching.

Our actions speak louder than our words. This is especially true in the home.
Children learn values, morals, and priorities by observing how their parents act and
react every day. If parents exhibit a deep reverence for and dependence on God, the
children will catch these attitudes. Let them see your reverence for God. Teach
them right living by giving worship an important place in your family life and by
reading the Bible together.

Jesus said: Matthew 10:37
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If you love your father or mother more than you love me, you are not worthy
of being mine; or if you love your son or daughter more than me, you are not
worthy of being mine.

6. The Sixth Commandment
Exodus 20:13
Thou shalt not kill.
Exodus 21:12
He that smiteth a man, so that he dies, shall be surely put to death.
Exodus 21:14

But if a man come presumptuously upon his neighbour, to slay him with guile;
thou shalt take him from mine altar, that he may die.

Genesis 9:6

Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed: for in the image
of God made he man.

Here God explains why murder is so wrong: To kill a person is to kill one made in
God’s image. Because all human beings are made in God’s image, all people
possess the qualities that distinguish them from animals: morality, reason,
creativity, and self-worth. When we interact with others, we are interacting with
beings made by God, beings to whom God offers eternal life. God wants us to
recognize his image in all people.

Jesus said: Matthew 5:22
But | say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall
be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall

be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger
of hell fire.
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7. The Seventh Commandment

Exodus 20:14
Thou shalt not commit adultery.

Leviticus 20:10

And the man that committeth adultery with another man's wife, even he that
committeth adultery with his neighbor’s wife, the adulterer and the adulteress shall
surely be put to death.

The detestable acts listed here were very common in the pagan nations of Canaan;
their religions were rampant with sex goddesses, temple prostitution, and other
gross sins. The Canaanites’ immoral religious practices reflected a decadent culture
that tended to corrupt whoever came in contact with it. By contrast, God was
building a nation to make a positive influence on the world. He did not want the
Israelites to adopt the Canaanites’ practices and slide into debauchery. So he
prepared the people for what they would face in the Promised Land by
commanding them to steer clear of sexual sins.

Jesus said: Matthew 5:28

But | say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath
committed adultery with her already in his heart.
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8. The Eighth Commandment

Exodus 20:15 (KJV)
Thou shalt not steal. Exodus 22:1-4

If a man shall steal an ox, or a sheep, and kill it, or sell it; he shall restore five
oxen for an ox, and four sheep for a sheep.

[2] If a thief be found breaking up, and be smitten that he die, there shall no blood
be shed for him. [3] If the sun be risen upon him, there shall be blood shed for him;
for he should make full restitution; if he have nothing, then he shall be sold for his
theft. [4] If the theft be certainly found in his hand alive, whether it be ox, or ass,
or sheep; he shall restore double.

These are not a collection of picky laws but are case studies of God’s principles in
action. God was taking potential situations and showing how his laws would work
in the Israelites’ everyday lives. These case studies had several objectives: (1) to
protect the nation, (2) to organize the nation, and (3) to focus the nation’s attention
on God. The laws listed here do not cover every possible situation but give
practical examples that make it easier to decide what God wants.

Throughout Exodus 22 we find examples of the principle of restitution—making
wrongs right. For example, if a man stole an animal, he had to repay double the
beast’s market value. If you have done someone wrong, perhaps you should go
beyond what is expected to make things right. This will (1) help ease any pain
you’ve caused, (2) help the other person be more forgiving, and (3) make you more
likely to think before you do it again.

Jesus said: Matthew 5:40

And if any man will sue thee at the law, and take away thy coat, let him have
thy cloke also.

9. The Ninth Commandment
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Exodus 20:16 (KJV)
Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour.

Giving false testimony means lying in court. God knew that Israel could not
survive unless its system of justice was incorruptible. We should be honest in our
private dealings as well as in our public statements. In either situation, we “give
false testimony” by leaving something out of a story, telling a half-truth, twisting
the facts, or inventing a falsehood. God warns us against deception. Even though
deception is a way of life for many people, God’s people must not give in to it!

Jesus said: Matthew 12:36

But | say unto you, that every idle word that men shall speak, they shall
give account thereof in the Day of Judgment.

10. The Tenth Commandment

Exodus 20:17

Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s house; thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s
wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing
that is thy neighbor’s.

To covet is to wish to have the possessions of others. It goes beyond simply
admiring someone else’s possessions or thinking, “I’d like to have one of those.”
Coveting includes envy—resenting the fact that others have what you don’t. God
knows, however, that possessions never make anyone happy for long. Since only
God can supply all our needs, true contentment is found only in him. When you
begin to covet, try to determine if a more basic need is leading you to envy. For
example, you may covet someone’s success, not because you want to take it away
from him, but because you would like to feel as appreciated by others as he is. If
this is the case, pray that God will help you deal with your resentment and meet
your basic needs.

Genesis 3:6
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And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was
pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit
thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.

How could Eve have resisted temptation? By following the same guidelines we can
follow. First, we must realize that being tempted is not a sin. We have not sinned
until we give in to the temptation. Then, to resist temptation, we must (1) pray for
strength to resist, (2) run, sometimes literally, and (3) say no when confronted with
what we know is wrong. James 1:12 tells of the blessings and rewards for those
who don’t give in when tempted.

James 1:2-4

My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; [3] Knowing
this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. (4) But let patience have her
perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.

Jesus Said: Luke 12:15

And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man's
life consisteth not in the abundance of the things, which he possesseth.
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Chapter 12

Discipleship Principles

1. The Discipler

Luke 3:21-22

Now when all the people were baptized, it came to pass, that Jesus also being
baptized, and praying, the heaven was opened, [22] And the Holy Ghost descended
in a bodily shape like a dove upon him, and a voice came from heaven, which said,
Thou art my beloved Son; in thee | am well pleased.

Luke emphasizes Jesus’ human nature. Jesus was born to humble parents, a birth
unannounced except to shepherds and foreigners. This baptism recorded here was
the first public declaration of Jesus’ ministry. Instead of going to Jerusalem and
identifying with the established religious leaders, Jesus went to a river and
identified himself with those who were repenting of sin. When Jesus, at age 12,
visited the temple, he understood his mission (Luke 2:49). Eighteen years later, at
his baptism, he began carrying it out. And as Jesus prayed, God spoke and
confirmed his decision to act. God was breaking into human history through Jesus
the Christ.

This is one of several places in Scripture where all the members of the Trinity are
mentioned—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. In the traditional words of the church,
the one God exists in three persons but one substance, coeternal and coequal. No
amount of explanation can adequately portray the power and intricacy of this
unique relationship.

Luke 4:1

And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned from Jordan, and was led by the
Spirit into the wilderness,

Temptation will often come after a high point in our spiritual lives or ministries
(see 1 Kings 18-19 for Elijah’s story of great victory followed by despair).
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Remember that Satan chooses the times for his attacks. We need to be on our guard
in times of victory just as much as in times of discouragement

2. The Discipler's Call

Luke 4:14-19

And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee: and there went out a
fame of him through all the region round about. [15] And he taught in their
synagogues, being glorified of all.

[16] And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his
custom was, he went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up for to
read. [17] And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And
when he had opened the book, he found the place where it was written, [18] The
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to
the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the
captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised,
[19] To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.

Jesus was quoting from Isaiah 61:1-2. Isaiah pictures the deliverance of Israel from
exile in Babylon as a Year of Jubilee when all debts are cancelled, all slaves are
freed, and all property is returned to original owners (Leviticus 25). But the release
from Babylonian exile had not brought the fulfillment the people had expected,;
they were still a conquered and oppressed people. So Isaiah must have been
referring to a future Messianic age. Jesus boldly announced, “Today this scripture
is fulfilled in your hearing.” Jesus was proclaiming himself as the One who would
bring this good news to pass, but in a way that the people would not yet be able to

grasp.
3. The Discipler's Ministry

Matthew 20:25-28

But Jesus called them unto him, and said, Ye know that the princes of the
Gentiles exercise dominion over them, and they that are great exercise authority
upon them. [26] But it shall not be so among you: but whosoever will be great
among you, let him be your minister; [27] And whosoever will be chief among
you, let him be your servant: [28] Even as the Son of man came not to be
ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.
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Jesus described leadership from a new perspective. Instead of using people, we are
to serve them. Jesus’ mission was to serve others and to give his life away. A real
leader has a servant’s heart. Servant leaders appreciate others’ worth and realize
that they’re not above any job. If you see something that needs to be done, don’t
wait to be asked. Take the initiative and do it like a faithful servant.

A ransom was the price paid to release a slave from bondage. Jesus often told his
disciples that he must die, but here he told them why—to redeem all people from
the bondage of sin and death. The disciples thought that as long as Jesus was alive,
he could save them. But Jesus revealed that only his death would save them and
the world.

Luke 4:40-44

Now when the sun was setting, all they that had any sick with divers diseases
brought them unto him; and he laid his hands on every one of them, and healed
them. [41] And devils also came out of many, crying out, and saying, Thou art
Christ the Son of God. And he rebuking them suffered them not to speak: for they
knew that he was Christ. [42] And when it was day, he departed and went into a
desert place: and the people sought him, and came unto him, and stayed him, that
he should not depart from them. [43] And he said unto them, | must preach the
kingdom of God to other cities also: for therefore am I sent. [44] And he preached
in the synagogues of Galilee.

he people came to Jesus when the sun was setting because this was the Sabbath
(Luke 4:31), their day of rest. Sabbath lasted from sunset on Friday to sunset on
Saturday. The people didn’t want to break the law that prohibited travel on the
Sabbath, so they waited until the Sabbath hours were over before coming to Jesus.
Then, as Luke the physician notes, they came with all kinds of diseases, and Jesus
healed each one.

4. The Disciples

Luke 6:12-18

And it came to pass in those days, that he went out into a mountain to pray, and
continued all night in prayer to God.
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[13] And when it was day, he called unto him his disciples: and of them he
chose twelve, whom also he named apostles; [14] Simon, (whom he also hamed
Peter,) and Andrew his brother, James and John, Philip and Bartholomew, [15]
Matthew and Thomas, James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon called Zelotes, [16]
And Judas the brother of James, and Judas Iscariot, which also was the traitor.

[17] And he came down with them, and stood in the plain, and the company of
his disciples, and a great multitude of people out of all Judaea and Jerusalem, and
from the sea coast of Tyre and Sidon, which came to hear him, and to be healed of
their diseases; [18] And they that were vexed with unclean spirits: and they were
healed.

The Gospel writers note that before every important event in Jesus’ life, he took
time to go off by himself and pray. This time Jesus was preparing to choose his
inner circle, the 12 disciples.

Jesus selected “ordinary” men with a mixture of backgrounds and personalities to
be his disciples. Today, God calls “ordinary” people together to build his church,
teach salvation’s message, and serve others out of love. Alone we may feel
unqualified to serve Christ effectively, but together we make up a group strong
enough to serve God in any way. Ask for patience to accept the diversity of people
in your church, and build on the variety of strengths represented in your group.

1 Samuel 16:7

But the Lord said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the height of
his stature; because | have refused him: for the Lord seeth not as man seeth; for
man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart.

5. The Goal
Romans 8:20-25

For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him
who hath subjected the same in hope, [21] Because the creature itself also shall be
delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of
God. [22] For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain
together until now. [23] And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the
firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the
adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body. [24] For we are saved by hope: but
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hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for? [25]
But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience wait for it

Sin has caused all creation to fall from the perfect state in which God created it. So
the world is subject to frustration and bondage to decay so that it cannot fulfill its
intended purpose. One day all creation will be liberated and transformed. Until that
time it waits in eager expectation for the resurrection of God’s children.

In Romans, Paul presents the idea that salvation is past, present, and future. It is
past because we were saved the moment we believed in Jesus Christ as Savior
(Romans 3:21-26; Romans 5:1-11; Romans 6:1-11, 22-23); our new life (eternal
life) begins at that moment. And it is present because we are being saved; this is
the process of sanctification (see the note on +Romans 6:1-8:39). But at the same
time, we have not fully received all the benefits and blessings of salvation that will
be ours when Christ’s new kingdom is completely established. That’s our future
salvation. While we can be confident of our salvation, we still look ahead with
hope and trust toward that complete change of body and personality that lies
beyond this life, when we will be like Christ (1 John 3:2).

Matthew 22:36-40

Master, which is the great commandment in the law? [37] Jesus said unto him,
Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with
all thy mind. [38] This is the first and great commandment. [39] And the second is
like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. [40] On these two
commandments hang all the law and the prophets.

Jesus says that if we truly love God and our neighbor, we will naturally keep the
commandments. This is looking at God’s law positively. Rather than worrying
about all we should not do, we should concentrate on all we can do to show our
love for God and others.

1 Cor. 13:13

And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is
charity.
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6. The Process

Matthew 28:18-20

And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in
heaven and in earth. [19] Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: [20] Teaching them
to observe all things whatsoever | have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you
alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.

The disciples were to baptize people because baptism unites a believer with Jesus
Christ in his or her death to sin and resurrection to new life. Baptism symbolizes
submission to Christ, a willingness to live God’s way, and identification with
God’s covenant people.

How is Jesus with us? Jesus was with the disciples physically until he ascended
into heaven, and then spiritually through the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:4). The Holy
Spirit would be Jesus’ presence that would never leave them (John 14:26). Jesus
continues to be with us today through his Spirit.

2Tim. 2:2

And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same
commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.

If the church were to consistently follow this advice, it would expand
geometrically as well-taught believers would teach others and commission them, in
turn, to teach still others. Disciples need to be equipped to pass on their faith; our
work is not done until new believers are able to make disciples of others (see
Ephes. 4:12-13).

7. The Cost
Luke 14:28-30

For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not down first, and counteth
the cost, whether he have sufficient to finish it? [29] Lest haply, after he hath laid
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the foundation, and is not able to finish it, all that behold it begin to mock him,
[30] Saying, This man began to build, and was not able to finish.

When a builder doesn’t count the cost or estimates it inaccurately, his building may
be left half completed. Will your Christian life be only half built and then
abandoned because you did not count the cost of commitment to Jesus? What are
those costs? Christians may face loss of social status or wealth. They may have to
give up control over their money, their time, or their career. They may be hated,
separated from their family, and even put to death. Following Christ does not mean
a trouble-free life. We must carefully count the cost of becoming Christ’s disciples
so that we will know what we are getting into and won’t be tempted later to turn
back.

Luke 18:18-23

And a certain ruler asked him, saying, Good Master, what shall I do to inherit
eternal life? [19] And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good? none is
good, save one, that is, God. [20] Thou knowest the commandments, Do not
commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Honour thy
father and thy mother. [21] And he said, All these have | kept from my youth up.
[22] Now when Jesus heard these things, he said unto him, Yet lackest thou one
thing: sell all that thou hast, and distribute unto the poor, and thou shalt have
treasure in heaven: and come, follow me. [23] And when he heard this, he was
very sorrowful: for he was very rich.

This man’s wealth made his life comfortable and gave him power and prestige.
When Jesus told him to sell everything he owned, Jesus was touching the very
basis of his security and identity. The man did not understand that he would be
even more secure if he followed Jesus than he was with all his wealth. Jesus does
not ask all believers to sell everything they have, although this may be his will for
some. He does ask us all, however, to get rid of anything that has become more
important than God. If your basis for security has shifted from God to what you
own, it would be better for you to get rid of those possessions.

8. The Eternal View

Luke 14:25-26
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Great crowds were following Jesus. He turned around and said to them, [26] "If you
want to be my follower you must love me more than your own father and mother,
wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, more than your own life. Otherwise, you
cannot be my disciple.

John 6:65-69

Then he said, "That is what | meant when | said that people can't come to me unless
the Father brings them to me."

[66] At this point many of his disciples turned away and deserted him. [67] Then
Jesus turned to the Twelve and asked, "Are you going to leave, too?"

[68] Simon Peter replied, "Lord, to whom would we go? You alone have the words
that give eternal life. [69] We believe them, and we know you are the Holy One of
God."

The Holy Spirit gives spiritual life; without the work of the Holy Spirit we cannot
even see our need for new life (John 14:17). All spiritual renewal begins and ends
with God. He reveals truth to us, lives within us, and then enables us to respond to
that truth.

There is no middle ground with Jesus. When he asked the disciples if they would
also leave, he was showing that they could either accept or reject him. Jesus was
not trying to repel people with his teachings. He was simply telling the truth. The
more the people heard Jesus’ real message, the more they divided into two
camps—the honest seekers who wanted to understand more, and those who
rejected Jesus because they didn’t like what they had heard.

Rev. 20:10-15

Then the Devil, who betrayed them, was thrown into the lake of fire that burns with
sulfur, joining the beast and the false prophet. There they will be tormented day and
night forever and ever.

[11] And | saw a great white throne, and I saw the one who was sitting on it. The
earth and sky fled from his presence, but they found no place to hide. [12] | saw the
dead, both great and small, standing before God's throne. And the books were opened,
including the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to the things written
in the books, according to what they had done. [13] The sea gave up the dead in it,
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and death and the grave gave up the dead in them. They were all judged according to
their deeds. [14] And death and the grave were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the
second death—the lake of fire. [15] And anyone whose name was not found recorded
in the Book of Life was thrown into the lake of fire.

Satan’s power is not eternal—he will meet his doom. He began his evil work in
mankind at the beginning (Genesis 3:1-6) and continues it today, but he will be
destroyed when he is thrown into the lake of burning sulfur. The devil will be
released from the Abyss (“his prison,” Rev. 20:7), but he will never be released
from the fiery lake. He will never be a threat to anyone again.

At the judgment, the books are opened. They represent God’s judgment, and in
them are recorded the deeds of everyone, good or evil. We are not saved by deeds,
but deeds are seen as clear evidence of a person’s actual relationship with God.
The book of life contains the names of those who have put their trust in Christ to
save them.

Death and Hades are thrown into the lake of fire. God’s judgment is finished.
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Lesson 13

Discipleship Reflect Faith

Part 1

1. Reward awaits the faithful.

James 1:2-3
My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; [3] Knowing
this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.

James doesn’t say if you face trials, but whenever you face them. He assumes that
we will have trials and that it is possible to profit from them. The point is not to
pretend to be happy when we face pain, but to have a positive outlook (“consider it
pure joy”) because of what trials can produce in our lives. James tells us to turn our
hardships into times of learning. Tough times can teach us perseverance. For other
passages dealing with perseverance (also called patience and steadfastness), see
Romans 2:7; Romans 5:3-5; Romans 8:24-25; 2 Cor. 6:3-7; 2 Peter 1:2-9.

Matthew 5:10-12

Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven. [11] Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute
you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. [12] Rejoice,
and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they
the prophets which were before you.

There are at least four ways to understand the Beatitudes. (1) They are a code of
ethics for the disciples and a standard of conduct for all believers. (2) They contrast
kingdom values (what is eternal) with worldly values (what is temporary). (3) They
contrast the superficial “faith” of the Pharisees with the real faith Christ wants. (4)
They show how the Old Testament expectations will be fulfilled in the new
kingdom. These beatitudes are not multiple choice—pick what you like and leave
the rest. They must be taken as a whole. They describe what we should be like as
Christ’s followers.

2. Be Faithful and Mature, Wanting Nothing.
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James 1:3
But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire,
wanting nothing.

We can’t really know the depth of our character until we see how we react under
pressure. It is easy to be kind to others when everything is going well, but can we
still be kind when others are treating us unfairly? God wants to make us mature
and complete, not to keep us from all pain. Instead of complaining about our
struggles, we should see them as opportunities for growth. Thank God for
promising to be with you in rough times. Ask him to help you solve your problems
or to give you the strength to endure them. Then be patient. God will not leave you
alone with your problems; he will stay close and help you grow.

Matthew 5:48
Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father that is in heaven is perfect.

How can we be perfect? (1) In character. In this life we cannot be flawless, but we
can aspire to be as much like Christ as possible. (2) In holiness. Like the Pharisees,
we are to separate ourselves from the world’s sinful values. But unlike the
Pharisees, we are to be devoted to God’s desires rather than our own, and carry his
love and mercy into the world. (3) In maturity. We can’t achieve Christ-like
character and holy living all at once, but we must grow toward maturity and
wholeness. Just as we expect different behavior from a baby, a child, a teenager,
and an adult, so God expects different behavior from us, depending on our stage of
spiritual development. (4) In love. We can seek to love others as completely as
God loves us.

We can be perfect if our behavior is appropriate for our maturity level—perfect,
yet with much room to grow. Our tendency to sin must never deter us from striving
to be more like Christ. Christ calls all of his disciples to excel, to rise above
mediocrity, and to mature in every area, becoming like him. Those who strive to
become perfect will one day be perfect, even as Christ is perfect (1 John 3:2-3).
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3. Ask God and he will answer.

James 1:5
If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally,
and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.

James is talking not only about knowledge, but about the ability to make wise
decisions in difficult circumstances. Whenever we need wisdom, we can pray to
God, and he will generously supply what we need. Christians don’t have to grope
around in the dark, hoping to stumble upon answers. We can ask for God’s wisdom
to guide our choices.

Wisdom means practical discernment. It begins with respect for God, leads to right
living, and results in increased ability to tell right from wrong. God is willing to
give us this wisdom, but we will be unable to receive it if our goals are self-
centered instead of God-centered. To learn God’s will, we need to read his Word
and ask him to show us how to obey it. Then we must do what he tells us.

James 5:15
And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and
if he has committed sins, they shall be forgiven him.

People in the church are not alone. Members of Christ’s body should be able to
count on others for support and prayer, especially when they are sick or suffering.
The elders should be on call to respond to the illness of any member, and the
church should stay alert to pray for the needs of all its members.

“The prayer offered in faith” does not refer to the faith of the sick person, but to
the faith of the people praying. God heals, faith doesn’t, and all prayers are subject
to God’s will. But our prayers are part of God’s healing process. That is why God
often waits for our prayers of faith before intervening to heal a person.

114



Matthew 7:7-12

Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be
opened unto you: [8] For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh
findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. [9] Or what man is there of
you, whom if his son ask bread, will he give him a stone? [10] Or if he ask a fish,
will he give him a serpent? [11] If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts
unto your children, how much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good
things to them that ask him? [12] Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that
men should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the prophets.

4. The Humble may rejoice.

James 1:9
Let the brother of low degree rejoice in that he is exalted:

The poor should be glad that riches mean nothing to God; otherwise these people
would be considered unworthy. The rich should be glad that money means nothing
to God, because money is easily lost. We find true wealth by developing our
spiritual life, not by developing our financial assets. God is interested in what is
lasting (our souls), not in what is temporary (our money and possessions). See
Mark 4:18-19 for Jesus’ words on this subject. Strive to treat each person as Christ
would treat him or her.

Matthew 5:3
Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

With Jesus’ announcement that the kingdom was near (Matthew 4:17), people
were naturally asking, “How do I qualify to be in God’s kingdom?”” Jesus said that
God’s kingdom is organized differently from worldly kingdoms. In the kingdom of
heaven, wealth and power and authority are unimportant. Kingdom people seek
different blessings and benefits, and they have different attitudes. Are your
attitudes a carbon copy of the world’s selfishness, pride, and lust for power, or do
they reflect the humility and self-sacrifice of Jesus, your King?
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5. Anger may result in sinfulness.

James 1:20

For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God.
These verses speak of anger that erupts when our egos are bruised—*“l am hurt;”
“My opinions are not being heard.” When injustice and sin occur, we should
become angry because others are being hurt. But we should not become angry
when we fail to win an argument or when we feel offended or neglected. Selfish
anger never helps anybody.

Matthew 5:22

But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause
shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca,
shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in
danger of hell fire.

Anger is a great sin because it violates God’s command to love. Anger in this case
refers to a seething, brooding bitterness against someone. It is a dangerous emotion
that always threatens to leap out of control, leading to violence, emotional hurt,
increased mental stress, and spiritual damage. Anger keeps us from developing a
spirit pleasing to God. Have you ever been proud that you didn’t strike out and say
what was really on your mind? Self-control is good, but Christ wants us to practice
thought-control as well. Jesus said that we will be held accountable even for our
attitudes.

6. As you have received Mercy, give mercy.

James 2:13
For he shall have judgment without mercy, that hath showed no mercy; and
mercy rejoiceth against judgment.

Only God in his mercy can forgive our sins. We can’t earn forgiveness by
forgiving others. But when we withhold forgiveness from others after having
received it ourselves, we show that we don’t understand or appreciate God’s mercy
toward us (see Matthew 6:14-15; Matthew 18:21ff; Ephes. 4:31-32).
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Matthew 5:7

Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy.
Matthew 6:14

For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive
you:

Jesus gives a startling warning about forgiveness: if we refuse to forgive others,
God will also refuse to forgive us. Why? Because when we don’t forgive others,
we are denying our common ground as sinners in need of God’s forgiveness.
God’s forgiveness of sin is not the direct result of our forgiving others, but it is
based on our realizing what forgiveness means (see Ephes. 4:32). It is easy to ask
God for forgiveness, but difficult to grant it to others. Whenever we ask God to
forgive us for sin, we should ask ourselves, “Have I forgiven the people who have
wronged me?”

7. Faith is Expressed by helping others.

James 3:17-18

But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy
to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without
hypocrisy. [18] And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make
peace.

True wisdom can be measured by the depth of a person’s character. Just as you
can identify a tree by the type of fruit it produces, you can evaluate your wisdom
by the way you act. Foolishness leads to disorder, but wisdom leads to peace and
goodness. Are you tempted to escalate the conflict, pass on the gossip, or fan the
fire of discord? Careful, winsome speech and wise, loving words are the seeds of
peace. God loves peacemakers (Matthew 5:9).

Matthew 7:21-23

Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of
heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. [22] Many will
say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy
name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? [23]
And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work
iniquity.

117



Jesus exposed those people who sounded religious but had no personal relationship
with him. On “that day” (the day of judgment), only our relationship with Christ—
our acceptance of him as Savior and our obedience to him—uwill matter. Many
people think that if they are “good” people and say religious things, they will be

rewarded with eternal life. In reality, faith in Christ is what will count at the
judgment.
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Chapter 14

Discipleship Reflects Faith

Part 2

1. The Peacemaker Reaps a Harvest of Righteousness.

James 3:17-18

But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy
to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without
hypocrisy. [18] And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make
peace.

You can evaluate your wisdom by the way you act. Foolishness leads to disorder,
but wisdom leads to peace and goodness. Are you tempted to escalate the conflict,
pass on the gossip, or fan the fire of discord? Careful, winsome speech and wise,
loving words are the seeds of peace. God loves peacemakers

Matthew 5:9
Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God.

Each beatitude tells how to be blessed. “Blessed” means more than happiness. It
implies the fortunate or enviable state of those who are in God’s kingdom. The
Beatitudes don’t promise laughter, pleasure, or earthly prosperity. To Jesus,
“blessed” means the experience of hope and joy, independent of outward
circumstances. To find hope and joy, the deepest form of happiness, follow Jesus
no matter what the cost.

2. Disciples of Christ serve only the true God.

James 4:4
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Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is
enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy
of God.

There is nothing wrong with wanting a pleasurable life. God gives us good gifts
that he wants us to enjoy (James 1:17; Ephes. 4:7; 1 Tim. 4:4-5). But having
friendship with the world involves seeking pleasure at others’ expense or at the
expense of obeying God. Pleasure that keeps us from pleasing God is sinful;
pleasure from God’s rich bounty is good.

Matthew 6:24

No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the
other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God
and mammon.

Planning for tomorrow is time well spent; worrying about tomorrow is time
wasted. Sometimes it’s difficult to tell the difference. Careful planning is thinking
ahead about goals, steps, and schedules, and trusting in God’s guidance. When
done well, planning can help alleviate worry. Worriers, by contrast, are consumed
by fear and find it difficult to trust God

3. God lifts up his disciples.

James 4:10
Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up.

Humbling ourselves means recognizing that our worth comes from God alone. To
be humble involves working with his power according to his guidance, not with

our own independent effort. Although we do not deserve God’s favor, he reaches
out to us in love and gives us worth and dignity, despite our human shortcomings.

Matthew 5:3-4

Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. [4] Blessed
are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted.
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God’s way of living usually contradicts the world’s. If you want to live for God
you must be ready to say and do what seems strange to the world. You must be

willing to give when others take, to love when others hate, to help when others

abuse. By giving up your own rights in order to serve others,

4. Slander and evil speaking are against God’s commands.

James 4:11

Speak not evil one of another, brethren. He that speaketh evil of his brother, and
judgeth his brother, speaketh evil of the law, and judgeth the law: but if thou judge
the law, thou art not a doer of the law, but a judge.

Paul said that love demonstrated toward a neighbor would fully satisfy the law
(Romans 13:6-10). When we fail to love, we are actually breaking God’s law.
Examine your attitude and actions toward others. Do you build people up or tear
them down? When you’re ready to criticize someone, remember God’s law of love
and say something good instead. Saying something beneficial to others will cure
you of finding fault and increase your ability to obey God’s law of love.

Matthew 7:1-2
Judge not, that ye be not judged. [2] For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall
be judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again.

Jesus tells us to examine our own motives and conduct instead of judging others.
The traits that bother us in others are often the habits we dislike in ourselves. Our
untamed bad habits and behavior patterns are the very ones that we most want to
change in others.

Jesus’ statement, “Do not judge,” is against the kind of hypocritical, judgmental
attitude that tears others down in order to build oneself up. It is not a blanket
statement against all critical thinking, but a call to be discerning rather than
negative. Jesus said to expose false teachers (Matthew 7:15-23), and Paul taught
that we should exercise church discipline (1 Cor. 5:1-2) and trust God to be the
final Judge (1 Cor. 4:3-5).

5. Disciples of Christ store up eternal treasures.
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James 5:2
Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are moth- eaten.

Money is not the problem; Christian leaders need money to live and to support
their families; missionaries need money to help them spread the gospel; churches
need money to do their work effectively. It is the love of money that leads to evil
(1 Tim. 6:10) and causes some people to oppress others in order to get more. This
Is a warning to all Christians who are tempted to adopt worldly standards rather
than God’s standards (Romans 12:1-2)

Matthew 6:19
Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth
corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal:

The treasures of earth cannot compare to the treasures of heaven.
6. Disciples of Christ practice patience.

James 5:10
Take, my brethren, the prophets, who have spoken in the name of the Lord, for
an example of suffering affliction, and of patience.

Many prophets suffered and were persecuted, such as Moses, Elijah, and Jeremiah.

Matthew 5:12
Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so
persecuted they the prophets which were before you.

7. The Disciples of Christ are honest in their speech.

James 5:12

But above all things, my brethren, swear not, neither by heaven, neither by the
earth, neither by any other oath: but let your yea be yea; and your nay, nay; lest ye
fall into condemnation.

A person with a reputation for exaggeration or lying often can’t get anyone to
believe him on his word alone. Christians should never become like that. Always
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be honest so that others will believe your simple yes or no. By avoiding lies, half-
truths, and omissions of the truth, you will become known as a trustworthy person.

Matthew 5:33-37

Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by them of old time, Thou shalt not
forswear thyself, but shalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths: [34] But I say unto
you, Swear not at all; neither by heaven; for it is God's throne: [35] Nor by the
earth; for it is his footstool: neither by Jerusalem; for it is the city of the great King.
[36] Neither shalt thou swear by thy head, because thou canst not make one hair
white or black. [37] But let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for
whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil.

Here, Jesus was emphasizing the importance of telling the truth. People were
breaking promises and using sacred language casually and carelessly. Keeping
oaths and promises is important; it builds trust and makes committed human
relationships possible. The Bible condemns making vows or taking oaths casually,
giving your word while knowing that you won’t keep it, or swearing falsely in
God’s name (Exodus 20:7; Leviticus 19:12; Numbers 30:1-2; Deut. 19:16-20).
Oaths are needed in certain situations only because we live in a sinful society that
breeds distrust.
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Chapter 15

Personal Discipleship

The heartfelt attitude toward those who we disciple is given by the Apostle Paul,
and is found in the book of | Thessalonians.

They came with a single mind and with one purpose:

1 Thes. 2:3-13
For our exhortation was not of deceit, nor of uncleanness, nor in guile:

[4] But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust with the gospel, even so we
speak; not as pleasing men, but God, which trieth our hearts. [5] For neither at any
time used we flattering words, as ye know, nor a cloke of covetousness; God is
witness:

The gospel came “with power;” it had a powerful effect on the Thessalonians.
Whenever the Bible is heard and obeyed, lives are changed! Christianity is more
than a collection of interesting facts; it is the power of God to every one who
believes. What has God’s power done in your life since you first believed?

The Holy Spirit changes people when they believe the gospel. When we tell others
about Christ, we must depend on the Holy Spirit to open their eyes and convince
them that they need salvation. God’s power changes people—not our cleverness or
persuasion. Without the work of the Holy Spirit, our words are meaningless. The
Holy Spirit not only convicts people of sin but also assures them of the truth of the
gospel. (For more information on the Holy Spirit, see John 14:23-26; John 15:26-
27; and the notes on +John 3:6 and +Acts 1:5.)

Paul wrote, “You know how we lived among you for your sake.” The
Thessalonians could see that what Paul, Silas, and Timothy were preaching was
true because these men lived it. Does your life confirm or contradict what you say
you believe?

[6] Nor of men sought we glory, neither of you, nor yet of others, when we might
have been burdensome, as the apostles of Christ.
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The Thessalonians had stood firm when they were persecuted. Paul commended
these young Christians for their work produced by faith, labor prompted by love,
and endurance inspired by hope. These characteristics are the marks of effective
Christians in any age.

The message of salvation, though welcomed with great joy, brought the
Thessalonians severe suffering because it led to persecution from both Jews and
Gentiles (1 Thes. 3:2-4; Acts 17:5). Having believed the gospel message and
accepted new life in Christ, apparently many Thessalonians believed that they
would be protected from death until Christ returned. Then, when believers began to
die under persecution, some Thessalonian Christians started to question their faith.
Many of Paul’s comments throughout this letter were addressed to these people, as
he explained what happens when believers die (see 1 Thes. 4:13ff).

The disciples cared for the new believers as with the care of a mother
[7] But we were gentle among you, even as a nurse cherisheth her children:

When Paul was with the Thessalonians, he didn’t flatter them, didn’t seek their
praise, and didn’t become a burden to them. He and Silas completely focused their
efforts on presenting God’s message of salvation to the Thessalonians. This was
important! The Thessalonian believers had their lives changed by God, not Paul; it
was Christ’s message they believed, not Paul’s. When we witness for Christ, our
focus should not be on the impressions we make. As true ministers of Christ, we
should point to him, not to ourselves.

Gentleness is often overlooked as a personal trait in our society. Power and
assertiveness gain more respect, even though no one likes to be bullied. Gentleness
Is love in action—being considerate, meeting the needs of others, allowing time for
the other person to talk, and being willing to learn. It is an essential trait for both
men and women. Maintain a gentle attitude in your relationships with others.

[8] So being affectionately desirous of you, we were willing to have imparted unto
you, not the gospel of God only, but also our own souls, because ye were dear unto
us.

In trying to persuade people, we may be tempted to alter our position just enough

to make our message more palatable or to use flattery or praise. Paul never
changed his message to make it more acceptable, but he did tailor his methods to
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each audience. Although our presentation must be altered to be appropriate to the
situation, the truth of the gospel must never be compromised.

Discipleship is becoming a roll model to new believers.

[9] For ye remember, brethren, our labour and travail: for labouring night and day,
because we would not be chargeable unto any of you, we preached unto you the
gospel of God. [10] Ye are witnesses, and God also, how holily and justly and
unblameably we behaved ourselves among you that believe:

Although Paul had the right to receive financial support from the people he taught,
he supported himself as a tentmaker (Acts 18:3) so that he wouldn’t be a burden to
the new Thessalonian believers.

The disciples gave individual attention to the new believers, even as a father.

[11] As ye know how we exhorted and comforted and charged every one of you,
as a father doth his children, [12] That ye would walk worthy of God, who hath
called you unto his kingdom and glory.

No loving father would neglect the safety of his children, allowing them to walk

into circumstances that might be harmful or fatal. In the same way, we must take
new believers under our wing until they are mature enough to stand firm in their

faith. We must help new Christians become strong enough to influence others for
the sake of the gospel.

By his words and example, Paul encouraged the Thessalonians to live in such a
way that would be worthy of God. Is there anything about your daily life that
would embarrass God? What do people think of God from watching you?

The essential component of discipleship is the word.
[13] For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye
received the word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of

men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which effectually worketh also in you
that believe.
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In the New Testament, the word of God usually refers to the preaching of the
gospel, the Old Testament, or Jesus Christ himself. Today we often apply it only to
the Bible. Remember that Jesus Christ himself is the Word

John 1:1
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God.

In Hebrew Scripture, the Word was an agent of creation (Psalm 33:6), the source
of God’s message to his people through the prophets (Hosea 1:2), and God’s law,
his standard of holiness (Psalm 119:11). In Greek philosophy, the Word was the
principle of reason that governed the world, or the thought still in the mind, while
in Hebrew thought, the Word was another expression for God.

John’s description shows clearly that he is speaking of Jesus (see especially John
1:14)—a human being he knew and loved, but at the same time the Creator of the
universe, the ultimate revelation of God, the living picture of God’s holiness, the
One in whom “all things hold together” (Col. 1:17). To Jewish readers, “the Word
was God” was blasphemous. To Greek readers, “the Word became flesh” (John
1:14) was unthinkable. To John, this new understanding of the Word was gospel,
the Good News of Jesus Christ.

A disciple must be willing to help believers to become mature and faithful.

1 Cor. 4:15-16

For even if you had ten thousand others to teach you about Christ, you have only
one spiritual father. For | became your father in Christ Jesus when | preached the
Good News to you. [16] So | ask you to follow my example and do as | do.

1Cor.11:1
And you should follow my example, just as | follow Christ's.

Philip. 3:17
Dear brothers and sisters, pattern your lives after mine, and learn from those
who follow our example.

Philip. 4:9

Keep putting into practice all you learned from me and heard from me and saw
me doing, and the God of peace will be with you.
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1 Thes. 1:6-7

So you received the message with joy from the Holy Spirit in spite of the severe
suffering it brought you. In this way, you imitated both us and the Lord. [7] As a
result, you yourselves became an example to all the Christians in Greece.

1Tim. 4:12
Don't let anyone think less of you because you are young. Be an example to all
believers in what you teach, in the way you live, in your love, your faith, and your

purity.

Every individual is unique and needs individual attention.

Acts 20:31
Watch out! Remember the three years | was with you—my constant watch and
care over you night and day, and my many tears for you.

Col. 1:28-29

So everywhere we go, we tell everyone about Christ. We warn them and teach
them with all the wisdom God has given us, for we want to present them to God,
perfect in their relationship to Christ. [29] | work very hard at this, as | depend on
Christ's mighty power that works within me.

A believer cannot become spiritually mature without a knowledge of the
Word.

1 Cor. 8:1-2
Now let's talk about food that has been sacrificed to idols. You think that
everyone should agree with your perfect knowledge. While knowledge may make
us feel important, it is love that really builds up the church. [2] Anyone who claims
to know all the answers doesn't really know very much.
Ephes. 4:11-16

He is the one who gave these gifts to the church: the apostles, the prophets, the
evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. 12Their responsibility is to equip God's

people to do his work and build up the church, the body of Christ, 13until we come
to such unity in our faith and knowledge of God's Son that we will be mature and
full grown in the Lord, measuring up to the full stature of Christ.
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14Then we will no longer be like children, forever changing our minds about
what we believe because someone has told us something different or because
someone has cleverly lied to us and made the lie sound like the truth.

15Instead, we will hold to the truth in love, becoming more and more in every way

like Christ, who is the head of his body, the church. 16Under his direction, the
whole body is fitted together perfectly. As each part does its own special work, it
helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy and growing and full
of love.

Col. 1:28-29

So everywhere we go, we tell everyone about Christ. We warn them and teach
them with all the wisdom God has given us, for we want to present them to God,
perfect in their relationship to Christ. [29] | work very hard at this, as | depend on
Christ's mighty power that works within me.

Spiritual parenting is more than a transfer of Bible knowledge. It is a commitment
to giving every component needed to bring the new believer into full maturity. In
this ways they can lead others in their endeavor for Christ.

Some studies show that 90% of the money given to churches is spent in the local
church. This should be to establish, retain and develop all believers.
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