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Prosperity From the Books of Law

Chapter 1

God Blesses Adam:;

Genesis 1:28

And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and
replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and
over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.

To “rule over” something is to have absolute authority and control over it. God has
ultimate rule over the earth, and he exercises his authority with loving care. When
God delegated some of his authority to the human race, he expected us to take
responsibility for the environment and the other creatures that share our planet. We
must not be careless and wasteful as we fulfill this charge. God was careful how he
made this earth. We must not be careless about how we take care of it.

Genesis 2:10-12

And a river went out of Eden to water the garden; and from thence it was parted,
and became into four heads. [11] The name of the first is Pison: that is it which
compasseth the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold; [12] And the gold of
that land is good: there is bdellium and the onyx stone.



Adam and Eve’s sin separated them from the tree of life and thus kept them from
obtaining eternal life. Interestingly, the tree of life again appears in a description in
Rev. 22 of people enjoying eternal life with God.

God Blesses Abraham:

Genesis 13:2

And Abram was very rich in cattle, in silver, and in gold.

In Abram’s day, sheep and cattle owners could acquire great wealth. Abram’s
wealth not only included silver and gold, but also livestock. These animals were a
valuable commodity used for food, clothing, tent material, and sacrifices. They
were often traded for other goods and services. Abram was able to watch his
wealth grow and multiply daily.

God Blesses Lot:

Genesis 13:5-6

And Lot also, which went with Abram, had flocks, and herds, and tents. [6] And
the land was not able to bear them, that they might dwell together: for their
substance was great, so that they could not dwell together.

Facing a potential conflict with his nephew Lot, Abram took the initiative in
settling the dispute. He gave Lot first choice, even though Abram, being older, had
the right to choose first. Abram also showed a willingness to risk being cheated.
Abram’s example shows us how to respond to difficult family situations: (1) take
the initiative in resolving conflicts; (2) let others have first choice, even if that
means not getting what we want; (3) put family peace above personal desires.



Genesis 24:35

And the Lord hath blessed my master greatly; and he is become great: and he
hath given him flocks, and herds, and silver, and gold, and menservants, and
maidservants, and camels, and asses.

God Blesses Isaac:

Genesis 26:12-14
Then Isaac sowed in that land, and received in the same year an hundredfold:

and the Lord blessed him. [13] And the man waxed great, and went forward, and
grew until he became very great: [14] For he had possession of flocks, and
possession of herds, and great store of servants: and the Philistines envied him.

God kept his promise to bless Isaac. The neighboring Philistines grew jealous
because everything Isaac did seemed to go right. So they plugged his wells and
tried to get rid of him. Jealousy is a dividing force strong enough to tear apart the
mightiest of nations or the closest of friends. It forces you to separate yourself from
what you were longing for in the first place. When you find yourself becoming
jealous of others, try thanking God for their good fortune. Before striking out in
anger, consider what you could lose—a friend, a job, a spouse?

Genesis 29:2-4

And he looked, and behold a well in the field, and, lo, there were three flocks of
sheep lying by it; for out of that well they watered the flocks: and a great stone was
upon the well's mouth. [3] And thither were all the flocks gathered: and they rolled
the stone from the well's mouth, and watered the sheep, and put the stone again
upon the well's mouth in his place. [4] And Jacob said unto them, My brethren,
whence be ye? And they said, Of Haran are we.



Genesis 36:7

For their riches were more than that they might dwell together; and the land
wherein they were strangers could not bear them because of their cattle.

Exodus 23:30

By little and little I will drive them out from before thee, until thou be increased,
and inherit the land.

Not all of God’s solutions are instantaneous. Nor does delay justify inaction. In this
case, God’s cause would require constant cooperation, persistence, and effort by
the Israelites. Success would come step by step

Exodus 35:31

And he hath filled him with the spirit of God, in wisdom, in understanding, and
in knowledge, and in all manner of workmanship;

God Blesses Moses and the Children of Israel:

Exodus 36:3

And they received of Moses all the offering, which the children of Israel had
brought for the work of the service of the sanctuary, to make it withal. And they
brought yet unto him free offerings every morning.

Exodus 35:5-7

Take ye from among you an offering unto the Lord: whosoever is of a willing
heart, let him bring it, an offering of the Lord; gold, and silver, and brass, [6] And



blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine linen, and goats' hair, [7] And rams' skins
dyed red, and badgers' skins, and shittim wood,

God did not require these special offerings, but he appealed to people with
generous hearts. Only those who were willing to give were invited to participate.
God loves cheerful givers (2 Cor. 9:7). Our giving should be from love and
generosity, not from a guilty conscience.

Moses asked people with various abilities to help with the tabernacle. Every one of
God’s people has been given special abilities. We are responsible to develop these
abilities—even the ones not considered religious—and to use them for God’s
glory. We can become skilled through study, by watching others, and through
practice. Work on your skills or abilities that could help your church or
community.

Leviticus 26:10

And ye shall eat old store, and bring forth the old because of the new.

Here, the last harvest will last until the new harvest.

This chapter presents the two paths of obedience and disobedience that God set
before the people (see also Deut. 28). The people of the Old Testament were
warned over and over against worshiping idols. We wonder how they could
deceive themselves with these objects of wood and stone. Yet God could well give
us the same warning, for we are prone to put idols before him. Idolatry is making
anything more important than God, and our lives are full of that temptation.
Money, looks, success, reputation, security—these are today’s idols. As you look
at these false gods that promise everything you want but nothing you need, does
idolatry seem so far removed from your experience



Numbers 10:32

And it shall be, if thou go with us, yea, it shall be, that what goodness the Lord
shall do unto us, the same will we do unto thee.

As the Israelites approached the promised land, Moses sent leaders to spy out the
land and its people. But the spies returned with a discouraging report. “Although
Joshua and Caleb disagreed, the Israelites had already made up their minds and
began to complain. As punishment for their lack of faith, God condemned them to
wander in the desert for 40 years. Our obedience must be complete and timely.

Deut. 1:21

Behold, the Lord thy God hath set the land before thee: go up and possess it, as
the Lord God of thy fathers hath said unto thee; fear not, neither be discouraged.

The spies were sent into the land to determine not whether they should enter, but
where they should enter. Upon returning, however, most of the spies concluded
that the land was not worth the obstacles. God would give the Israelites the power
to conquer the land, but they were afraid of the risk and decided not to enter. God
gives us the power to overcome our obstacles, but like the Israelites filled with fear
and skepticism, we often let difficulties control our lives. Following God
regardless of the difficulties is the way to have courageous, overcoming faith.

Deut. 6:10-11

And it shall be, when the Lord thy God shall have brought thee into the land
which he sware unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give thee
great and goodly cities, which thou buildedst not, [11] And houses full of all good
things, which thou filledst not, and wells digged, which thou diggedst not,
vineyards and olive trees, which thou plantedst not; when thou shalt have eaten and
be full;



Moses warned the people not to forget God when they entered the promised land
and became prosperous. Prosperity, more than poverty, can dull our spiritual vision
because it tends to make us self-sufficient and eager to acquire still more of
everything—except God. The same thing can happen in our church. Once we
become successful in terms of numbers, programs, and buildings, we can easily
become self-sufficient and less sensitive to our need for God. This leads us to
concentrate on self-preservation rather than thankfulness and service to God.

Deut. 8:9

A land wherein thou shalt eat bread without scarceness, thou shalt not lack any
thing in it; a land whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills thou mayest dig
brass.

Deut. 8:10

When thou hast eaten and art full, then thou shalt bless the Lord thy God for the
good land which he hath given thee.

This verse is traditionally cited as the reason we say grace before or after meals.
Its purpose, however, was to warn the Israelites not to forget God when their needs
and wants were satisfied. Let your table prayers serve as a constant reminder of the
Lord’s goodness to you and your duty to those who are less fortunate.

Deut. 8:18

But thou shalt remember the Lord thy God: for it is he that giveth thee power to
get wealth, that he may establish his covenant which he sware unto thy fathers, as
it is this day.

In times of plenty, we often take credit for our prosperity and become proud that
our own hard work and cleverness have made us rich. It is easy to get so busy
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collecting and managing wealth that we push God right out of our lives. But it is
God who gives us everything we have, and it is God who asks us to manage it for
him.

Deut. 30:9
And the Lord thy God will make thee plenteous in every work of thine hand, in

the fruit of thy body, and in the fruit of thy cattle, and in the fruit of thy land, for
good: for the Lord will again rejoice over thee for good, as he rejoiced over thy
fathers:

Moses told the Hebrews that when they were ready to return to God, he would be
ready to receive them. God’s mercy is unbelievable. It goes far beyond what we
can imagine. Even if the Jews deliberately walked away from him and ruined their
lives, God would still take them back. God would give them inward spiritual
renewal (circumcise their hearts). God wants to forgive us and bring us back to
himself too. Some people will not learn this until their world has crashed in around
them. Then the sorrow and pain seem to open their eyes to what God has been
saying all along. Are you separated from God by sin? No matter how far you have
wandered, God promises a fresh beginning if only you will turn to him.

Deut. 30:19

| call heaven and earth to record this day against you, that | have set before you
life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life, that both thou and thy
seed may live:

Moses challenged Israel to choose life, to obey God, and therefore continue to
experience his blessings. God doesn’t force his will on anyone. He lets us decide
whether to follow him or reject him. This decision, however, is a life-or-death
matter. God wants us to realize this, for he would like us all to choose life. Daily,
in each new situation, we must affirm and reinforce this commitment.
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Prosperity From the Books of History
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Old Testament History

Chapter 2

Joshua 1:7-8

Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest observe to do
according to all the law, which Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not from
it to the right hand or to the left, that thou mayest prosper whithersoever thou
goest. [8] This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt
meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that
Is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt
have good success.

Many people think that prosperity and success come from having power,
influential personal contacts, and a relentless desire to get ahead. But the strategy
for gaining prosperity that God taught Joshua goes against such criteria. He said
that to succeed Joshua must (1) be strong and courageous because the task ahead
would not be easy, (2) obey God’s law, and (3) constantly read and study the Book
of the Law—God’s Word. To be successful, follow God’s words to Joshua. You
may not succeed by the world’s standards, but you will be a success in God’s
eyes—and his opinion lasts forever.

Ruth 2:1

And Naomi had a kinsman of her husband's, a mighty man of wealth, of the
family of Elimelech; and his name was Boaz.

The story of Ruth takes place sometime during the period of the rule of the judges.
These were dark days for Israel, when “everyone did as he saw fit” (Judges 17:6;
Judges 21:25). But during those dark and evil times, there were still some who
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followed God. Naomi and Ruth are beautiful examples of loyalty, friendship, and
commitment—to God and to each other.

2 Samuel 6:11-12

And the ark of the Lord continued in the house of Obed-edom the Gittite three
months: and the Lord blessed Obed-edom, and all his household.

[12] And it was told king David, saying, The Lord hath blessed the house of
Obed-edom, and all that pertaineth unto him, because of the ark of God. So David
went and brought up the ark of God from the house of Obed-edom into the city of
David with gladness.

David was angry that a well-meaning man had been killed and that his plans for a
joyous return of the ark had been spoiled (2 Samuel 6:8). He undoubtedly knew
that the fault was his own for transporting the ark carelessly. After cooling down,
he had the ark put into temporary storage while he waited to see if the Lord would
allow him to bring it to Jerusalem. This also gave David time to consider the right
way to transport the ark. The fact that God blessed the home of Obed-Edom was a
sign to David that he could try once again to move the ark to Jerusalem.

1 Kings 2:3

And keep the charge of the Lord thy God, to walk in his ways, to keep his
statutes, and his commandments, and his judgments, and his testimonies, as it is
written in the law of Moses, that thou mayest prosper in all that thou doest, and
whithersoever thou turnest thyself:

David stressed to Solomon the need to make God and his laws the center of
personal life and government in order to preserve the kingdom, as God had
promised to do (2 Samuel 7). This promise from God had two parts. One part was
conditional and depended upon the kings’ actions. The other part was
unconditional.
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God’s conditional promise was that David and his descendants would remain in
office as kings only when they honored and obeyed him. When David’s
descendants failed to do this, they lost the throne (2 Kings 25). God’s
unconditional promise was that David’s line would go on forever. This was
fulfilled in the birth of Jesus Christ, a descendant of David who was also the
eternal Son of God (Romans 1:3-4). David, whose life exemplified obedience,
gave well-seasoned advice to his son, the next king. It would be up to Solomon to
follow it.

1 Kings 10:7

Howbeit | believed not the words, until | came, and mine eyes had seen it: and,
behold, the half was not told me: thy wisdom and prosperity exceedeth the fame
which | heard.

When Solomon asked for wisdom, God promised him riches and honor as well (1
Kings 3:13). These verses show just how extensive his wealth became. Israel was
no longer a second-rate nation, but at the height of its power and wealth.

Solomon’s riches became legendary. Great men came from many nations to listen

to Israel’s powerful king. Jesus would later refer to “Solomon in all his splendor”
(Matthew 6:29).

1 Kings 10:23

So king Solomon exceeded all the kings of the earth for riches and for wisdom.

Why does the Bible place so much emphasis on Solomon’s material possessions?

In the Old Testament, riches were considered tangible evidence of God’s blessing.
Prosperity was seen as a proof of right living. In the books of Ecclesiastes and Job
this concept is placed in a broader perspective. In ideal conditions, people prosper
when God runs their lives, but prosperity is not guaranteed. Wealth does not prove
that a person is living rightly before God, and poverty does not indicate sin.
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In fact, a greater evidence that a person is living for God is the presence of
suffering and persecution (Mark 10:29-31; Mark 13:13). The most important
“treasure” is not earthly, but heavenly (Matthew 6:19-21; Matthew 19:21; 1 Tim.
6:17-19). The gift of greatest worth has no price tag—it is the gift of salvation
freely offered by God.

1 Kings 10:27

And the king made silver to be in Jerusalem as stones, and cedars made he to be
as the Sycamore trees that are in the vale, for abundance.

In fact, a greater evidence that a person is living for God is the presence of
suffering and persecution (Mark 10:29-31; Mark 13:13). The most important
“treasure” is not earthly, but heavenly (Matthew 6:19-21; Matthew 19:21; 1 Tim.
6:17-19). The gift of greatest worth has no price tag—it is the gift of salvation
freely offered by God.

2 Kings 18:7

And the Lord was with him; and he prospered whithersoever he went forth: and
he rebelled against the king of Assyria, and served him not.

Judah was sandwiched between two world powers, Egypt and Assyria. Both
wanted to control Judah and Israel because they lay at the vital crossroads of all
ancient Near East trade. The nation who controlled Judah would have a military
and economic advantage over its rivals. When Hezekiah became king, Assyria
controlled Judah. Acting with great courage, Hezekiah rebelled against this mighty
empire to whom his father had submitted. He placed his faith in God’s strength
rather than his own, and he obeyed God’s commands in spite of the obstacles and
dangers that, from a purely human standpoint, looked overwhelming.
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1 Chron. 4:10
And Jabez called on the God of Israel, saying, Oh that thou wouldest bless me

indeed, and enlarge my coast, and that thine hand might be with me, and that thou
wouldest keep me from evil, that it may not grieve me! And God granted him that
which he requested.

Jabez is remembered for a prayer request rather than a heroic act. In his prayer, he
asked God to (1) bless him, (2) help him in his work (“enlarge my territory”), (3)
be with him in all he did, and (4) keep him from evil and harm. Jabez
acknowledged God as the true center of his work. When we pray for God’s
blessing, we should also pray that he will take his rightful position as Lord over
our work, our family time, and our recreation. Obeying him in daily
responsibilities is heroic living.

Jabez prayed specifically to be protected from harm and pain. We live in a fallen
world filled with sin, and it is important to ask God to keep us safe from the
unavoidable evil that comes our way. But we must also avoid evil motives, desires,
and actions that begin within us. Therefore, not only must we seek God’s
protection from evil, but we must also ask God to guard our thoughts and actions.
We can begin to utilize his protection by filling our minds with positive thoughts
and attitudes.

1 Chron. 22:5

And David said, Solomon my son is young and tender, and the house that is to
be builded for the Lord must be exceeding magnifical, of fame and of glory
throughout all countries: | will therefore now make preparation for it. So David
prepared abundantly before his death.
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God told David he would not be the one to build the temple. Instead the task would
be left to his son Solomon. David graciously accepted this “no” from God. He was
not jealous of the fact that his son would have the honor of building God’s temple,
but instead made preparations for Solomon to carry out his task. Similarly, we
should take steps now to prepare the way for our children to find and fulfill God’s
purpose. Sooner or later our children will have to make their own decisions, but we
can help by supplying them with the proper tools: showing them how to pray and
study God’s Word, the difference between right and wrong, and the importance of
church involvement.

1 Chron. 29:12

Both riches and honour come of thee, and thou reignest over all; and in thine
hand is power and might; and in thine hand it is to make great, and to give strength
unto all.

These leaders displayed a right attitude toward their money by giving willingly to
God’s work. This attitude is described by Paul in 2 Cor. 9:7: “Each man should
give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion,
for God loves a cheerful giver.” When we are generous because we are thankful,
our attitude can inspire others. Give generously to God’s work.

2 Chron. 1:15

And the king made silver and gold at Jerusalem as plenteous as stones, and cedar
trees made he as the sycomore trees that are in the vale for abundance.

Solomon could have had anything, but he asked for wisdom to rule the nation.
Because God approved of the way Solomon ordered his priorities, he gave
Solomon wealth, riches, and honor as well. Jesus also spoke about priorities. He
said that when we put God first, everything we really need will be given to us as
well (Matthew 6:33). This does not guarantee that we will be wealthy and famous
like Solomon, but it means that when we put God first, the wisdom he gives will
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enable us to have richly rewarding lives. When we have a purpose for living and
learn to be content with what we have, we will have greater wealth than we could
ever accumulate.

2 Chron. 14:7

Therefore he said unto Judah, Let us build these cities, and make about them
walls, and towers, gates, and bars, while the land is yet before us; because we have
sought the Lord our God, we have sou2 Chron. 26:5

And he sought God in the days of Zechariah, who had understanding in the
visions of God: and as long as he sought the Lord, God made him to prosper.

“Rest on every side” means that Judah had peace with all her neighbors”. King Asa
recognized the period of peace as the right time to build his defenses—the moment
of attack would be too late. It is also difficult to withstand spiritual attack unless
defenses are prepared beforehand. Decisions about how to face temptations must
be made with cool heads long before we feel the heat of temptation. Build your
defenses now before temptation strikes.

2 Chron. 20:20

And they rose early in the morning, and went forth into the wilderness of Tekoa:
and as they went forth, Jehoshaphat stood and said, Hear me, O Judah, and ye
inhabitants of Jerusalem; Believe in the Lord your God, so shall ye be established,;
believe his prophets, so shall ye prosper.

As the enemy bore down on Judah, God spoke through Jahaziel: “Do not be afraid
or discouraged. . . . For the battle is not yours, but God’s.” We may not fight an
enemy army, but every day we battle temptation, pressure, and “rulers. . . of this
dark world” (Ephes. 6:12) who want us to rebel against God. Remember, as
believers, we have God’s Spirit in us. If we ask for God’s help when we face
struggles, God will fight for us. And God always triumphs.
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How do we let God fight for us? (1) By realizing the battle is not ours, but
God’s; (2) by recognizing human limitations and allowing God’s strength to work
through our fears and weaknesses; (3) by making sure we are pursuing God’s
interests and not just our own selfish desires; (4) by asking God for help in our
daily battles.

2 Chron. 26:5

And he sought God in the days of Zechariah, who had understanding in the
visions of God: and as long as he sought the Lord, God made him to prosper.

Neh. 2:20

Then answered | them, and said unto them, The God of heaven, he will prosper
us; therefore we his servants will arise and build: but ye have no portion, nor right,
nor memorial, in Jerusalem.

Neh. 9:21

Yea, forty years didst thou sustain them in the wilderness, so that they lacked
nothing; their clothes waxed not old, and their feet swelled not.

Sanballat and Tobiah labeled the rebuilding of Jerusalem’s walls as rebellion
against the king, probably threatening to report the builders as traitors. These
enemies also ridiculed Nehemiah, saying that the walls could never be rebuilt
because the damage was too extensive. Nehemiah did not tell them he already had
permission from the king to rebuild. Instead, he simply said he had God’s
approval—that was enough

Neh. 9:25

And they took strong cities, and a fat land, and possessed houses full of all
goods, wells digged, vineyards, and oliveyards, and fruit trees in abundance: so
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they did eat, and were filled, and became fat, and delighted themselves in thy great
goodness.

The Hebrews practiced open confession, admitting their sins to one another.
Reading and studying God’s Word should precede confession (see Neh. 8:18)
because God can show us where we are sinning. Honest confession should precede
worship, because we cannot have a right relationship with God if we hold on to
certain sins.

Many prayers and speeches in the Bible include a long summary of Israel’s history
because individuals did not have their own copies of the Bible as we do today. This
summary of God’s past works reminded the people of their great heritage and
God’s promises.
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Prosperity From the Books of Poetry

CHAPTER 3

Job 1:10

Hast not thou made a hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that
he hath on every side? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his substance
Is increased in the land.

From this conversation, we learn a great deal about Satan. (1) He is accountable
to God. All angelic beings, good and evil, are compelled to present themselves
before God (Job 1:6). God knew that Satan was intent on attacking Job. (2) Satan
can be at only one place at a time (Job 1:6-7). His demons aid him in his work; but
as a created being, he is limited. (3) Satan cannot see into our minds or foretell the
future (Job 1:9-11). If he could, he would have known that Job would not break
under pressure. (4) Because Satan can do nothing without God’s permission (Job
1:12), God’s people can overcome his attacks through God’s power. (5) God puts
limitations on what Satan can do (Job 1:12; Job 2:6). Satan’s response to the
Lord’s question (Job 1:7) tells us that Satan is real and active on earth. Knowing
this about Satan should cause us to remain close to the One who is greater than
Satan—God himself.

Job 36:11

If they obey and serve him, they shall spend their days in prosperity, and their
years in pleasures.
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Job 42:10-12

And the Lord turned the captivity of Job, when he prayed for his friends: also
the Lord gave Job twice as much as he had before. [11] Then came there unto him
all his brethren, and all his sisters, and all they that had been of his acquaintance
before, and did eat bread with him in his house: and they bemoaned him, and
comforted him over all the evil that the Lord had brought upon him: every man
also gave him a piece of money, and every one an earring of gold. [12] So the Lord
blessed the latter end of Job more than his beginning: for he had fourteen thousand
sheep, and six thousand camels, and a thousand yoke of oxen, and a thousand she
asses.

God made it clear that Job’s friends were wrong. The fact that God did not mention
any specific sins shows that God confirmed Job’s claim to have led a devout and
obedient life. Job’s friends had made the error of assuming that Job’s suffering was
caused by some great sin. They were judging Job without knowing what God was
doing. We must be careful to avoid making judgments about a person because God
may be working in ways we know nothing about.

After receiving much criticism, Job was still able to pray for his three friends. It is
difficult to forgive someone who has accused us of wrongdoing, but Job did. Are
you praying for those who have hurt you? Can you forgive them? Follow the
actions of Job, whom God called a good man, and pray for those who have
wronged you.

Would the message of the book of Job change if God had not restored to Job his
former blessings? No. God is still sovereign. Jesus said that anyone who gives up
something for the kingdom of God will be repaid (Luke 18:29-30). Our restoration
may or may not be the same kind as Job’s, which was both spiritual and material.
Our complete restoration may not be in this life—but it will happen. God loves us,
and he is just. He not only will restore whatever we have lost unjustly, but he also
will give us more than we can imagine as we live with him in eternity. Cling
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tightly to your faith through all your trials, and you too will be rewarded by God—
if not now, in the life to come.

Psalm 1:3

And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his
fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall
prosper.

The writer begins his psalm extolling the joys of obeying God and refusing to
listen to those who discredit or ridicule him. Our friends and associates can have a
profound influence on us, often in very subtle ways. If we insist on friendships
with those who mock what God considers important, we might sin by becoming
indifferent to God’s will. This attitude is the same as mocking. Do your friends
build up your faith, or do they tear it down? True friends should help, not hinder,
you to draw closer to God.

God doesn’t judge people on the basis of race, sex, or national origin. He judges
them on the basis of their faith in him and their response to his revealed will. Those
who diligently try to obey God’s will are blessed. Their happy condition is like
healthy, fruit-bearing trees with strong roots (Jeremiah 17:5-8), and God promises
to watch over them. God’s wisdom guides their lives. In contrast, those who don’t
trust and obey God have meaningless lives that blow away like dust.

There are only two paths of life before us—God’s way of obedience or the way
of rebellion and destruction. Be sure to choose God’s path because the path you
choose determines how you will spend eternity.

When Scripture says, “Whatever he does prospers,” it does not mean immunity
from failure or difficulties. Nor is it a guarantee of health, wealth, and happiness.
What the Bible means by prosperity is this: when we apply God’s wisdom, the fruit
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(results or by-products) we bear will be good and receive God’s approval. Just as a
tree soaks up water and bears luscious fruit, we also are to soak up God’s Word,
producing actions and attitudes that honor God. To achieve anything worthwhile,
we must have God’s Word in our hearts.

Psalm 25:12-13

What man is he that feareth the Lord? Him shall he teach in the way that he shall
choose. [13] His soul shall dwell at ease; and his seed shall inherit the earth.

To fear the Lord is to recognize God for who he is: holy, almighty, righteous, pure,
all-knowing, all-powerful, and all-wise. When we regard God correctly, we gain a
clearer picture of ourselves: sinful, weak, frail, and needy. When we recognize
who God is and who we are, we will fall at his feet in humble respect. Only then
will he show us how to choose his way.

Psalm 29:11

The Lord will give strength unto his people; the Lord will bless his people with
peace.

Throughout history, God has revealed his power through mighty miracles over
nature, such as the great flood (Genesis 6-9). He promises to continue to reveal his
power. Paul urged us to understand how great God’s power is (Ephes. 1:18-23).
The same power that raised Christ from the dead is available to help us with our
daily problems. When you feel weak and limited, don’t despair. Remember that
God can give you strength. The power that controls creation and raises the dead is
available to you.
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Psalm 34:9-10

O fear the Lord, ye his saints: for there is no want to them that fear him. [10]
The young lions do lack, and suffer hunger: but they that seek the Lord shall not
want any good thing.

At first we may question David’s statement, because we seem to lack many good
things. This is not a blanket promise that all Christians will have everything they
want. Instead, this is David’s praise for God’s goodness—all those who call upon
God in their need will be answered, sometimes in unexpected ways.

Remember, God knows what we need, and our deepest needs are spiritual. Many
Christians, even though they face unbearable poverty and hardship, still have
enough spiritual nourishment to live for God. David was saying that to have God is
to have all you really need. God is enough.

If you feel you don’t have everything you need, ask: (1) Is this really a need? (2)
Is this really good for me? (3) Is this the best time for me to have what I desire?
Even if you answer yes to all three questions, God may allow you to go without to
help you grow more dependent on him. He may want you to learn that you need
him more than you need to achieve your immediate desires.

Psalm 35:27

Let them shout for joy, and be glad, that favour my righteous cause: yea, let
them say continually, Let the Lord be magnified, which hath pleasure in the
prosperity of his servant.
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Psalm 36:8

They shall be abundantly satisfied with the fatness of thy house; and thou shalt
make them drink of the river of thy pleasures.

In contrast to evil people and their wicked plots that end in failure, God is faithful,
righteous, and just. His love reaches to the heavens; his faithfulness reaches to the
skies; his righteousness is as solid as mighty mountains; and his judgments are as
full of wisdom as the oceans with water (“the great deep”). We need not fear evil
people because we know God loves us, judges evil, and will care for us throughout
eternity.

Psalm 37:4

Delight thyself also in the Lord; and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart.

David calls us to take delight in the Lord and to commit everything we have and do
(our “way”’) to him. But how do we do this? To delight in someone means to
experience great pleasure and joy in his or her presence. This happens only when
we know that person well. Thus, to delight in the Lord, we must know him better.
Knowledge of God’s great love for us will indeed give us delight.

To commit ourselves to the Lord means entrusting everything—our lives,
families, jobs, possessions—to his control and guidance. To commit ourselves to
the Lord means to trust in him (Psalm 37:5), believing that he can care for us better
than we can ourselves. We should be willing to wait patiently (Psalm 37:7) for him
to work out what is best for us.

Psalm 37:11

But the meek shall inherit the earth; and shall delight themselves in the
abundance of peace.
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Meekness hardly seems the proper weapon to deal with enemies. God’s warfare
must be carried out with calm faith, humility before God, and hope in his
deliverance. Jesus also promises a sure reward for those with humble attitudes
(Matthew 5:5).

Psalm 66:12

Thou hast caused men to ride over our heads; we went through fire and through
water: but thou brought us out into a wealthy place.

Just as fire refines silver in the smelting process, trials refine our character. They
bring us a new and deeper wisdom, helping us discern truth from falsehood and
giving us the discipline to do what we know is right. Above all, these trials help us
realize that life is a gift from God to be cherished, not a right to be taken for
granted.

Psalm 132:15
| will abundantly bless her provision: | will satisfy her poor with bread.
Proverbs 3:10

So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new
wine.

The “firstfruits ” refers to the practice of giving to God’s use the first and best
portion of the harvest (Deut. 26:9-11). Many people give God their leftovers. If
they can afford to donate anything, they do so. These people may be sincere and
contribute willingly, but their attitude is nonetheless backward. It is better to give
God the first part of our income. This demonstrates that God, not possessions, has
first place in our lives and that our resources belong to him (we are only managers
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of God’s resources). Giving to God first helps us conquer greed, helps us properly
manage God’s resources, and opens us up to receive God’s special blessings.

Proverbs 8:18

Riches and honour are with me; yea, durable riches and righteousness.

Proverbs 10:22

The blessing of the Lord, it maketh rich, and he addeth no sorrow with it.

God supplies most people with the personal and financial abilities to respond to
the needs of others. If we all realized how God has blessed us, and if we all used
our resources to do God’s will, hunger and poverty would be wiped out. Wealth is
a blessing only if we use it in the way God intended.

Proverbs 11:25

The liberal soul shall be made fat: and he that watereth shall be watered also
himself.

Proverbs 22:4
By humility and the fear of the Lord are riches, and honour, and life.

This is a general observation that would have been especially applicable to an
obedient Israelite living in Solomon’s God-fearing kingdom. Nevertheless, some
have been martyrs at a young age, and some have given away all their wealth for
the sake of God’s kingdom.

The book of Proverbs describes life the way it should be. It does not dwell on the
exceptions. (For more on this concept, see the note on (Proverbs 3:16-17.)
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Proverbs 28:13

He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh
them shall have mercy.

Proverbs 28:19

He that tilleth his land shall have plenty of bread: but he that followeth after vain
persons shall have poverty enough.

A sinner’s conscience will drive him either into guilt resulting in repentance or to
death itself because of a refusal to repent. It is no act of kindness to try to make
him feel better; the more guilt he feels, the more likely he is to turn to God and
repent. If we interfere with the natural consequences of his act, we may make it
easier for him to continue in sin.

Proverbs 28:25-27

He that is of a proud heart stirreth up strife: but he that putteth his trust in the
Lord shall be made fat. [26] He that trusteth in his own heart is a fool: but whoso
walketh wisely, he shall be delivered. [27] He that giveth unto the poor shall not
lack: but he that hideth his eyes shall have many a curse.

Eccles. 5:19

Every man also to whom God hath given riches and wealth, and hath given him
power to eat thereof, and to take his portion, and to rejoice in his labour; this is the
gift of God.
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Solomon’s point in this section is that God has a plan for all people. Thus he
provides cycles of life, each with its work for us to do. Although we may face
many problems that seem to contradict God’s plan, these should not be barriers to
believing in him, but rather opportunities to discover that, without God, life’s

problems have no lasting solutions!
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Prosperity From the Major Prophets

Chapter 4

Isaiah 1:19

If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land:

Scarlet, or crimson, was the color of a deep-red permanent dye, and its deep stain
was virtually impossible to remove from clothing. The bloodstained hands of the
murderers are probably in view here (see Isaiah 1:15, 21). The stain of sin seems
equally permanent, but God can remove sin’s stain from our lives as he promised
to do for the Israelites. We don’t have to go through life permanently soiled. God’s
Word assures us that if we are willing and obedient, Christ will forgive and remove
our most indelible stains (Psalm 51:1-7).

Isaiah 44:10

Who hath formed a god, or molten a graven image that is profitable for nothing?

Here Isaiah describes how people make their own gods. How absurd to make a
god from the same tree that gives firewood. Do we make our own gods—money,
fame, or power? If we make a god of our own choosing, we deceive ourselves. We
cannot expect it to empower our lives.

Isaiah 45:3

And | will give thee the treasures of darkness, and hidden riches of secret places,
that thou mayest know that I, the Lord, which call thee by thy name, am the God of
Israel.

32



God is the power over all powers, and he anoints whom he chooses for his special
tasks. Cyrus’s kingdom spread across 2,000 miles (the largest of any empire then
known), including the territories of both the Assyrian and the Babylonian empires.
Why did God anoint Cyrus? Because God had a special task for him to do for
Israel, Cyrus would allow God’s city, Jerusalem, to be rebuilt, and he would set the
exiles free without expecting anything in return. Few kings of Israel or Judah had
done as much for God’s people as Cyrus would.

Isaiah 48:15-17

I, even I, have spoken; yea, | have called him: I have brought him, and he shall
make his way prosperous.

[16] Come ye near unto me, hear ye this; | have not spoken in secret from the
beginning; from the time that it was, there am I: and now the Lord God, and his
Spirit, hath sent me. [17] Thus saith the Lord, thy Redeemer, the Holy One of
Israel; I am the Lord thy God which teacheth thee to profit, which leadeth thee by
the way that thou shouldest go.

Like a loving parent, God teaches and directs us. We should listen to him because
peace and righteousness come to us as we obey his Word. Refusing to pay
attention to God’s commands invites punishment and threatens that peace and
righteousness.

Isaiah 53:5

But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities:
the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.

How could an Old Testament person understand the idea of Christ dying for our
sins (our transgressions and iniquities)—actually bearing the punishment that we
deserved? The sacrifices suggested this idea, but it is one thing to kill a lamb, and
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something quite different to think of God’s chosen servant as that Lamb. But God
was pulling aside the curtain of time to let the people of Isaiah’s day look ahead to
the suffering of the future Messiah and the resulting forgiveness made available to
all mankind.

Isaiah 55:2

Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread? and your labour for
that which satisfieth not? hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is
good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness.

Food costs money, lasts only a short time, and meets only physical needs. But God
offers us free nourishment that feeds our soul. How do we get it? We come (Isaiah
55:1), listen (Isaiah 55:2), seek, and call on God (Isaiah 55:6). God’s salvation is
freely offered, but to nourish our souls we must eagerly receive it. We will starve
spiritually without this food as surely as we will starve physically without our daily
bread.

God’s covenant with David promised a permanent homeland for the Israelites, no
threat from pagan nations, and no wars (2 Samuel 7:10-11). But Israel did not
fulfill its part of the covenant by obeying God and staying away from idols. Even
so, God was ready to renew his covenant again. He is a forgiving God!

Isaiah tells us to call on the Lord while he is near. God is not planning to move
away from us, but we often move far from him or erect a barrier between ourselves
and him. Don’t wait until you have drifted far away from God to seek him. Later in
life turning to him may be far more difficult. Or God may come to judge the earth
before you decide to turn to him. Seek God now, while you can, before it is too
late.

34



Isaiah 55:11

So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto
me void, but it shall accomplish that which | please, and it shall prosper in the
thing whereto I sent it.

Isaiah 61:1

The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me; because the Lord hath anointed me to
preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are
bound;

Jesus quoted these words in Luke 4:18-19. As he read to the people in the
synagogue, he stopped in the middle of Isaiah 61:2 after the words, “to proclaim
the year of the LORD’s favor.” Rolling up the scroll, he said, “Today this scripture
1s fulfilled in your hearing” (Luke 4:21). The next phrase in Isaiah 61:2, “and the
day of vengeance of our God,” will come true when Jesus returns to earth again.
We are now under God’s favor; his wrath is yet to come.

Jeremiah 2:11

Hath a nation changed their gods, which are yet no gods? but my people have
changed their glory for that which doth not profit.

Jeremiah 23:4

And | will set up shepherds over them which shall feed them: and they shall fear
no more, nor be dismayed, neither shall they be lacking, saith the Lord.

35



Those responsible to lead Israel in God’s path were the very ones responsible for
Israel’s present plight, and so God had decreed harsh judgment against them.
Leaders are held responsible for those entrusted to their care. Whom has God
placed in your care? Remember that you are accountable to God for those you
influence and lead.

Daniel 6:28

So this Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius, and in the reign of Cyrus the
Persian.

Nebuchadnezzar had come to believe that Israel’s God was real because of the
faithfulness of Daniel and his friends. Here Darius was also convinced of God’s
power because Daniel was faithful and God rescued him. Although Daniel was

captive in a strange land, his devotion to God was a testimony to powerful rulers.

If

you find yourself in new surroundings, take the opportunity to testify about God’s

power in your life. Be faithful to God so he can use you to make an impact on
others.
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PROSPERITY FROM THE MINOR PROPHETS

CHAPTER 5

Malachi 3:10-12

Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house,
and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the
windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room
enough to receive it. [11] And | will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he
shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit
before the time in the field, saith the Lord of hosts. [12] And all nations shall call
you blessed: for ye shall be a delightsome land, saith the Lord of hosts.

Malachi urged the people to stop holding back their tithes, to stop keeping from
God what he deserved. The tithing system began during the time of Moses
(Leviticus 27:30-34; Deut. 14:22). The Levites received some of the tithe because
they could not possess land of their own (Numbers 18:20-21). During Malachi’s
day, the people were not giving tithes, so the Levites went to work to earn a living,
thereby neglecting their God-given responsibilities to care for the temple and for
the service of worship. Everything we have is from God; so when we refuse to
return to him a part of what he has given, we rob him. Do you selfishly want to
keep 100 percent of what God gives, or are you willing to return at least 10 percent
for helping to advance God’s kingdom?

The people of Malachi’s day ignored God’s command to give a tithe of their
income to his temple. They may have feared losing what they had worked so hard
to get, but in this they misjudged God. “Give, and it will be given to you,” he says
(Luke 6:38). When we give, we must remember that the blessings God promises
are not always material and may not be experienced completely here on earth, but
we will certainly receive them in our future life with him.
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The “storehouse” was a place in the temple for storing grain and other food given
as tithes. The priests lived off these gifts.

Malachi 4:2-4

But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing
in his wings; and ye shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the stall. [3] And ye
shall tread down the wicked; for they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet in
the day that I shall do this, saith the Lord of hosts. [4] Remember ye the law of
Moses my servant, which | commanded unto him in Horeb for all Israel, with the
statutes and judgments.

In the day of the Lord, God’s wrath toward the wicked will burn like a furnace
(Malachi 4:1). But he will be like the healing warmth of the sun to those who love
and obey him. John the Baptist prophesied that with the coming of Jesus, the dawn
was about to break with light for those in sin’s darkness (Luke 1:76-79). In Isaiah
60:20 and Rev. 21:23-24 we learn that no light will be needed in God’s holy city,
because God himself will be the light.

These last verses of the Old Testament are filled with hope. Regardless of how life
looks now, God controls the future, and everything will be made right. We who
have loved and served God look forward to a joyful celebration. This hope for the
future becomes ours when we trust God with our lives.

Joel 2:26

And ye shall eat in plenty, and be satisfied, and praise the name of the Lord your
God, that hath dealt wondrously with you: and my people shall never be ashamed.
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If the Jews would never again experience a disaster like this locust plague (“never
again will my people be shamed”), how do we explain the captivity in Babylon, the
Jews’ slavery under the Greeks and Romans, and their persecution under Hitler? It
Is important not to take these verses out of context. This is still part of the
“blessings” section of Joel’s prophecy. Only if the people truly repented would
they avoid a disaster like the one Joel had described. God’s blessings are promised
only to those who sincerely and consistently follow him. God does promise that
after the final day of judgment, his people will never again experience this kind of
disaster (Zech. 14:9-11; Rev. 21,.

Zech. 8:12

For the seed shall be prosperous; the vine shall give her fruit, and the ground
shall give her increase, and the heavens shall give their dew; and | will cause the
remnant of this people to possess all these things.

For more than 15 years, God and his prophets had been urging the people to finish
building the temple. Here again, God encouraged them with visions of the future.
We may be tempted to slow down for many reasons: people aren’t responding; we
feel physically or emotionally drained; the workers are uncooperative; the work is
distasteful, too difficult, or not worth the effort. God’s promises about the future
should encourage us now. He knows what the results of our labors will be, and thus
he can give us a perspective that will help us continue in our work for him.

Haggai 2:7-9

And | will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations shall come: and I will
fill this house with glory, saith the Lord of hosts. [8] The silver is mine, and the
gold is mine, saith the Lord of hosts. [9] The glory of this latter house shall be
greater than of the former, saith the Lord of hosts: and in this place will I give
peace, saith the Lord of hosts.
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When God promised to shake all the nations with his judgment, he was speaking of
both his present judgment on evil nations and future judgment during the last days.

The “desired of all nations™ has two possible meanings: (1) It could refer to the
Messiah, Jesus, who, some 500 years later, would enter the temple and fill it with
his glory and his peace (Luke 2:27, 32). (2) It could also refer to the riches that
would flow into the temple, given as offerings to God’s people.

This is Haggai’s second message. It was given during the Feast of Tabernacles in
October, 520 B.C. The older people could remember the incredible beauty of
Solomon’s temple, destroyed 66 years earlier. Many were discouraged because the
rebuilt temple was inferior to Solomon’s. But Haggai encouraged them with God’s
message that the glory of this temple would surpass that of its predecessor. The
most important part of the temple is God’s presence. Some 500 years later, Jesus
Christ would walk in the temple courts.

Zech. 1:17

Cry yet, saying, Thus saith the Lord of hosts; My cities through prosperity shall
yet be spread abroad; and the Lord shall yet comfort Zion, and shall yet choose
Jerusalem.

The great day of the Lord was near; the Babylonians would soon come and destroy
Jerusalem. The day of the Lord is also near for us. God promises a final judgment,
a day of worldwide destruction (Rev. 20:12-15). The Babylonian conquest
occurred just as surely and horribly as Zephaniah had predicted. And God’s final
day of judgment is also sure—»but so is his ability to save. To be spared from
judgment, recognize that you have sinned, that your sin will bring judgment, that
you cannot save yourself, and that God alone can save you.
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Deut. 28:1-13

And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the
Lord thy God, to observe and to do all his commandments which | command thee
this day, that the Lord thy God will set thee on high above all nations of the earth:
[2] And all these blessings shall come on thee, and overtake thee, if thou shalt
hearken unto the voice of the Lord thy God. [3] Blessed shalt thou be in the city,
and blessed shalt thou be in the field. [4] Blessed shall be the fruit of thy body, and
the fruit of thy ground, and the fruit of thy cattle, the increase of thy kine, and the
flocks of thy sheep. [5] Blessed shall be thy basket and thy store. [6] Blessed shalt
thou be when thou comest in, and blessed shalt thou be when thou goest out. [7]
The Lord shall cause thine enemies that rise up against thee to be smitten before
thy face: they shall come out against thee one way, and flee before thee seven
ways. [8] The Lord shall command the blessing upon thee in thy storehouses, and
in all that thou settest thine hand unto; and he shall bless thee in the land which the
Lord thy God giveth thee. [9] The Lord shall establish thee an holy people unto
himself, as he hath sworn unto thee, if thou shalt keep the commandments of the
Lord thy God, and walk in his ways. [10] And all people of the earth shall see that
thou art called by the name of the Lord; and they shall be afraid of thee. [11] And
the Lord shall make thee plenteous in goods, in the fruit of thy body, and in the
fruit of thy cattle, and in the fruit of thy ground, in the land which the Lord sware
unto thy fathers to give thee. [12] The Lord shall open unto thee his good treasure,
the heaven to give the rain unto thy land in his season, and to bless all the work of
thine hand: and thou shalt lend unto many nations, and thou shalt not borrow. [13]
And the Lord shall make thee the head, and not the tail; and thou shalt be above
only, and thou shalt not be beneath; if that thou hearken unto the commandments
of the Lord thy God, which I command thee this day, to observe and to do them:
The promises given to Abraham are still for believers today.
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Prosperity From the New Testament Books of History

Chapter 6

Matthew 6:19-34 Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and
rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: [20] But lay up for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and
where thieves do not break through nor steal:

Storing up treasures in heaven is not limited to tithing but is accomplished by all
acts of obedience to God. There is a sense in which giving our money to God’s
work is like investing in heaven. But our intention should be to seek the fulfillment
of God’s purposes in all we do, not merely what we do with our money.

[21] For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. [22] The light of the
body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of
light. [23] But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If
therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness!

Spiritual vision is our capacity to see clearly what God wants us to do and to see
the world from his point of view. But this spiritual insight can be easily clouded.
Self-serving desires, interests, and goals block that vision. Serving God is the best
way to restore it. A “good” eye is one that is fixed on God.

[24] No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the
other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God
and mammon.
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Jesus says we can have only one master. We live in a materialistic society where
many people serve money. They spend all their lives collecting and storing it, only
to die and leave it behind. Their desire for money and what it can buy far
outweighs their commitment to God and spiritual matters. Whatever you store up,
you will spend much of your time and energy thinking about. Don’t fall into the
materialistic trap, because “the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil” (1 Tim.
6:10). Can you honestly say that God, and not money, is your master? One test is
to ask which one occupies more of your thoughts, time, and efforts.

Jesus contrasted heavenly values with earthly values when he explained that our
first loyalty should be to those things that do not fade, cannot be stolen or used up,
and never wear out. We should not be fascinated with our possessions, lest they
possess us. This means we may have to do some cutting back if our possessions are
becoming too important to us. Jesus is calling for a decision that allows us to live
contentedly with whatever we have because we have chosen what is eternal and
lasting.

[25] Therefore | say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or
what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more
than meat, and the body than raiment?

Because of the ill effects of worry, Jesus tells us not to worry about those needs
that God promises to supply. Worry may (1) damage your health, (2) cause the
object of your worry to consume your thoughts, (3) disrupt your productivity, (4)
negatively affect the way you treat others, and (5) reduce your ability to trust in
God. How many ill effects of worry are you experiencing? Here is the difference
between worry and genuine concern—worry immobilizes, but concern moves you
to action.

[26] Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather
into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than
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they? [27] Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature? [28]
And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they
grow; they toil not, neither do they spin: [29] And yet | say unto you, That even
Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. [30] Wherefore, if God
so clothe the grass of the field, which to day is, and to morrow is cast into the oven,
shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith? [31] Therefore take no
thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall
we be clothed? [32] (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your
heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. [33] But seek ye
first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added
unto you. [34] Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take
thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.

To “seek first his kingdom and his righteousness” means to turn to God first for
help, to fill your thoughts with his desires, to take his character for your pattern,
and to serve and obey him in everything. What is really important to you? People,
objects, goals, and other desires all compete for priority. Any of these can quickly
bump God out of first place if you don’t actively choose to give him first place in
every area of your life.

Matthew 7:7-11

Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be
opened unto you: [8] For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh
findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. [9] Or what man is there of
you, whom if his son ask bread, will he give him a stone? [10] Or if he ask a fish,
will he give him a serpent? [11] If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts
unto your children, how much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good
things to them that ask him?

Jesus tells us to persist in pursuing God. People often give up after a few
halfhearted efforts and conclude that God cannot be found. But knowing God takes
faith, focus, and follow-through, and Jesus assures us that we will be rewarded.
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Don’t give up in your efforts to seek God. Continue to ask him for more
knowledge, patience, wisdom, love, and understanding. He will give them to you.

he child in Jesus’ example asked his father for bread and fish—good and necessary
items. If the child had asked for a poisonous snake, would the wise father have
granted his request? Sometimes God knows we are praying for “snakes” and does
not give us what we ask for, even though we persist in our prayers. As we learn to
know God better as a loving Father, we learn to ask for what is good for us, and
then he grants it.

Christ is showing us the heart of God the Father. God is not selfish, begrudging, or
stingy, and we don’t have to beg or grovel as we come with our requests. He is a
loving Father who understands, cares, and comforts. If humans can be kind,
imagine how kind God, the Creator of kindness, can be.

Jesus used the expression “If you, then, though you are evil” to contrast sinful and
fallible human beings with the holy and perfect God.

Christ is showing us the heart of God the Father. God is not selfish, begrudging, or
stingy, and we don’t have to beg or grovel as we come with our requests. He is a
loving Father who understands, cares, and comforts. If humans can be kind,
imagine how kind God, the Creator of kindness, can be.

Jesus used the expression “If you, then, though you are evil” to contrast sinful and
fallible human beings with the holy and perfect God.

Matthew 7:24-27

Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, | will liken
him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock: [25] And the rain
descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and
it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock. [26] And every one that heareth these
sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which
built his house upon the sand: [27] And the rain descended, and the floods came,
and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of
it.
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Most people do not deliberately seek to build on a false or inferior foundation;
instead, they just don’t think about their life’s purpose. Many people are headed for
destruction, not out of stubbornness but out of thoughtlessness. Part of our
responsibility as believers is to help others stop and think about where their lives
are headed and to point out the consequences of ignoring Christ’s message.

Matthew 12:35-37

A good man out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth forth good things: and
an evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth forth evil things. [36] But | say unto
you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in
the day of judgment. [37] For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy
words thou shalt be condemned.

Jesus reminds us that what we say reveals what is in our hearts. What kinds of
words come from your mouth? That is an indication of what your heart is really
like. You can’t solve your heart problem, however, just by cleaning up your
speech. You must allow the Holy Spirit to fill you with new attitudes and motives;
then your speech will be cleansed at its source.

Matthew 16:19

And | will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever
thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose
on earth shall be loosed in heaven.

. The religious leaders thought they held the keys of the kingdom, and they tried to
shut some people out. We cannot decide to open or close the kingdom of heaven
for others, but God uses us to help others find the way inside. To all who believe in
Christ and obey his words, the kingdom doors are swung wide open.
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Matthew 18:18-20

Verily | say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in
heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. [19]
Again | say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing
that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven. [20]
For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am | in the midst
of them.

This binding and loosing refers to the decisions of the church in conflicts. Among
believers, there is no court of appeals beyond the church. Ideally, the church’s
decisions should be God-guided and based on discernment of his Word. Believers
have the responsibility, therefore, to bring their problems to the church, and the
church has the responsibility to use God’s guidance in seeking to resolve conflicts.
Handling problems God’s way will have an impact now and for eternity.

Jesus looked ahead to a new day when he would be present with his followers not
in body, but through his Holy Spirit. In the body of believers (the church), the
sincere agreement of two people is more powerful than the superficial agreement
of thousands, because Christ’s Holy Spirit is with them. Two or more believers,
filled with the Holy Spirit, will pray according to God’s will, not their own; thus
their requests will be granted

Matthew 19:29

And every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or
mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name's sake, shall receive an
hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting life.

Jesus assured the disciples that anyone who gives up something
valuable for his sake will be repaid many times over in this life, although
not necessarily in the same form. For example, a person may be rejected by
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his or her family for accepting Christ, but he or she will gain the larger family of
believers.

Matthew 21:21

Jesus answered and said unto them, Verily | say unto you, If ye have faith, and
doubt not, ye shall not only do this which is done to the fig tree, but also if ye shall
say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; it shall be
done.

Many have wondered about Jesus’ statement that if we have faith and don’t doubt,
we can move mountains. Jesus, of course, was not suggesting that his followers use
prayer as “magic” and perform capricious “mountain-moving” acts. Instead, he
was making a strong point about the disciples’ (and our) lack of faith. What kinds
of mountains do you face? Have you talked to God about them? How strong is
your faith?

Matthew 25:14-36

For the kingdom of heaven is as a man traveling into a far country, who called
his own servants, and delivered unto them his goods. [15] And unto one he gave
five talents, to another two, and to another one; to every man according to his
several ability; and straightway took his journey.

The master divided the money (talents) among his servants according to their
abilities. No one received more or less than he could handle. If he failed in his
assignment, his excuse could not be that he was overwhelmed. Failure could come
only from laziness or hatred toward the master. The talents represent any kind of
resource we are given. God gives us time, gifts, and other resources according to
our abilities, and he expects us to invest them wisely until he returns. We are
responsible to use well what God has given us. The issue is not how much we
have, but how well we use what we have.
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[16] Then he that had received the five talents went and traded with the same, and
made them other five talents. [17] And likewise he that had received two, he also
gained other two. [18] But he that had received one went and digged in the earth,
and hid his lord's money. [19] After a long time the lord of those servants cometh,
and reckoneth with them. [20] And so he that had received five talents came and
brought other five talents, saying, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five talents:
behold, I have gained beside them five talents more. [21] His lord said unto him,
Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few
things, | will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.
[22] He also that had received two talents came and said, Lord, thou deliveredst
unto me two talents: behold, | have gained two other talents beside them. [23] His
lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful
over a few things, | will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy
of thy lord. [24] Then he which had received the one talent came and said, Lord, |
knew thee that thou art an hard man, reaping where thou hast not sown, and
gathering where thou hast not strawed: [25] And | was afraid, and went and hid thy
talent in the earth: lo, there thou hast that is thine.

Jesus is coming back—we know this is true. Does this mean we must quit our jobs
in order to serve God? No, it means we are to use our time, talents, and treasures
diligently in order to serve God completely in whatever we do. For a few people,
this may mean changing professions. For most of us, it means doing our daily work
out of love for God.

[26] His lord answered and said unto him, Thou wicked and slothful servant, thou
knewest that | reap where | sowed not, and gather where | have not strawed: [27]
Thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to the exchangers, and then at my
coming | should have received mine own with usury. [28] Take therefore the talent
from him, and give it unto him which hath ten talents. [29] For unto every one that
hath shall be given, and he shall have abundance: but from him that hath not shall
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be taken away even that which he hath. [30] And cast ye the unprofitable servant
into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

This last man was thinking only of himself. He hoped to play it safe and protect
himself from his hard master, but he was judged for his self-centeredness. We must
not make excuses to avoid doing what God calls us to do. If God truly is our
Master, we must obey willingly. Our time, abilities, and money aren’t ours in the
first place—we are caretakers, not owners. When we ignore, squander, or abuse
what we are given, we are rebellious and deserve to be punished.

This parable describes the consequences of two attitudes to Christ’s return. The
person who diligently prepares for it by investing his or her time and talent to serve
God will be rewarded. The person who has no heart for the work of the kingdom
will be punished. God rewards faithfulness. Those who bear no fruit for God’s
kingdom cannot expect to be treated the same as those who are faithful.

[31] When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with
him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory: [32] And before him shall be
gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd
divideth his sheep from the goats: [33] And he shall set the sheep on his right hand,
but the goats on the left. [34] Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand,
Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world: [35] For | was an hungy, and ye gave me meat: | was
thirsty, and ye gave me drink: | was a stranger, and ye took me in: [36] Naked, and
ye clothed me: | was sick, and ye visited me: | was in prison, and ye came unto me.

God will separate his obedient followers from pretenders and unbelievers. The real
evidence of our belief is the way we act. To treat all persons we encounter as if
they are Jesus is no easy task. What we do for others demonstrates what we really
think about Jesus’ words to us—feed the hungry, give the homeless a place to stay,
look after the sick. How well do your actions separate you from pretenders and
unbelievers?

50



Jesus used sheep and goats to picture the division between believers and
unbelievers. Sheep and goats often grazed together but were separated when it
came time to shear the sheep. Ezekiel 34:17-24 also refers to the separation of
sheep and goats.

This parable describes acts of mercy we all can do every day. These acts do not
depend on wealth, ability, or intelligence; they are simple acts freely given and
freely received. We have no excuse to neglect those who have deep needs, and we
cannot hand over this responsibility to the church or government. Jesus demands
our personal involvement in caring for others’ needs (Isaiah 58:7).

Mark 10:27-30

And Jesus looking upon them saith, With men it is impossible, but not with God:
for with God all things are possible.

[28] Then Peter began to say unto him, Lo, we have left all, and have followed
thee. [29] And Jesus answered and said, Verily | say unto you, There is no man
that hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or
children, or lands, for my sake, and the gospel's, [30] But he shall receive an
hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and
children, and lands, with persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life.

Jesus assured the disciples that anyone who gives up something valuable for his
sake will be repaid a hundred times over in this life, although not necessarily in the
same form. For example someone may be rejected by his family for accepting
Christ, but he or she will gain the larger family of believers. Along with these
rewards, however, we experience persecution because the world hates God. Jesus
emphasized persecution to make sure that we do not selfishly follow him only for
the rewards.
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Mark 11:22-25

And Jesus answering saith unto them, Have faith in God. [23] For verily | say
unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be
thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those
things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith. [24]
Therefore | say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that
ye receive them, and ye shall have them. [25] And when ye stand praying, forgive,
If ye have ought against any: that your Father also which is in heaven may forgive
you your trespasses.

The kind of prayer that moves mountains is prayer for the fruitfulness of God’s
kingdom. It would seem impossible to move a mountain into the sea, so Jesus used
that picture to say that God can do anything. God will answer your prayers, but not
as a result of your positive mental attitude. Other conditions must be met: (1) you
must be a believer; (2) you must not hold a grudge against another person; (3) you
must not pray with selfish motives; (4) your request must be for the good of God’s
kingdom. To pray effectively, you need faith in God, not faith in the object of your
request. If you focus only on your request, you will be left with nothing if your
request is refused.

In this passage, two unusual incidents are related: the cursing of the fig tree and the
clearing of the temple. The cursing of the fig tree was an acted-out parable related
to the clearing of the temple. The temple was supposed to be a place of worship,
but true worship had disappeared. The fig tree showed promise of fruit, but it
produced none. Jesus was showing his anger at religious life without substance. If
you claim to have faith without putting it to work in your life, you are like the
barren fig tree. Genuine faith has great potential; ask God to help you bear fruit for
his kingdom.

Fig trees, a popular source of inexpensive food in Israel, require three years from
the time they are planted until they can bear fruit. Each tree yields a great amount
of fruit twice a year, in late spring and in early autumn. This incident occurred
early in the spring fig season when the leaves were beginning to bud. The figs
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normally grow as the leaves fill out, but this tree, though full of leaves, had none.
The tree looked promising but offered no fruit. Jesus’ harsh words to the fig tree
could be applied to the nation of Israel. Fruitful in appearance only, Israel was
spiritually barren.

Luke 4:18

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the
gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance
to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are
bruised,

Jesus was quoting from Isaiah 61:1-2. Isaiah pictures the deliverance of Israel from
exile in Babylon as a Year of Jubilee when all debts are cancelled, all slaves are
freed, and all property is returned to original owners (Leviticus 25). But the release
from Babylonian exile had not brought the fulfillment the people had expected,;
they were still a conquered and oppressed people. So Isaiah must have been
referring to a future Messianic age. Jesus boldly announced, “Today this scripture
is fulfilled in your hearing.” Jesus was proclaiming himself as the One who would
bring this good news to pass, but in a way that the people would not yet be able to

grasp.

Luke 6:38

Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken
together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same
measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.

A forgiving spirit demonstrates that a person has received God’s forgiveness. Jesus
uses the picture of measuring grain in a basket to ensure the full amount. If we are
critical rather than compassionate, we will also receive criticism. If we treat others
generously, graciously, and compassionately, however, these qualities will come
back to us in full measure. We are to love others, not judge them.
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Luke 10:19

Behold, | give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all
the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you.

Jesus may have been looking ahead to his victory over Satan at the cross. John
12:31-32 indicates that Satan would be judged and driven out at the time of Jesus’
death. On the other hand, Jesus may have been warning his disciples against pride.
Perhaps he was referring to Isaiah 14:12-17, which begins, “How you have fallen
from heaven, O morning star, son of the dawn!” Some interpreters identify this
verse with Satan and explain that Satan’s pride led to all the evil we see on earth
today. To Jesus’ disciples, who were thrilled with their power over evil spirits
(“snakes and scorpions”), he may have been giving this stern warning: “Yours is
the kind of pride that led to Satan’s downfall. Be careful!”

Luke 11:9-13

And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find;
knock, and it shall be opened unto you. [10] For every one that asketh receiveth;
and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. [11] If a
son shall ask bread of any of you that is a father, will he give him a stone? or if he
ask a fish, will he for a fish give him a serpent? [12] Or if he shall ask an egg, will
he offer him a scorpion? [13] If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts
unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy
Spirit to them that ask him?

Boldness, in prayer overcomes our insensitivity, not God’s. To practice persistence
does more to change our hearts and minds than his, and it helps us understand and
express the intensity of our need. Persistence in prayer helps us recognize God’s
work.
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Even though good fathers make mistakes, they treat their children well. How much
better our perfect heavenly Father treats his children! The most important gift he
could ever give us is the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:1-4), whom he promised to give all
believers after his death, resurrection, and return to heaven (John 15:26).

John 12:26

If any man serve me, let him follow me; and where | am, there shall also my
servant be: if any man serve me, him will my Father honour.

Many believed that Jesus came for the Jews only. But when Jesus said, “Whoever
serves me must follow me,” he was talking to these Greeks as well. No matter who
the sincere seekers are, Jesus welcomes them. His message is for everyone. Don’t
allow social or racial differences to become barriers to the gospel. Take the Good
News to all people.

John 14:13

And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will | do, that the Father may be
glorified in the Son.

Jesus is not saying that his disciples would do more amazing miracles—after all,
raising the dead is about as amazing as you can get. Rather, the disciples, working
in the power of the Holy Spirit, would carry the gospel of God’s kingdom out of
Palestine and into the whole world.

John 14:14

If ye shall ask any thing in my name, | will do it.
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When Jesus says we can ask for anything, we must remember that our asking must
be in his name—that is, according to God’s character and will. God will not grant
requests contrary to his nature or his will, and we cannot use his name as a magic
formula to fulfill our selfish desires. If we are sincerely following God and seeking
to do his will, then our requests will be in line with what he wants, and he will
grant them. (See also John 15:16; John 16:23.)

John 15:16

Ye have not chosen me, but | have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should
go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall
ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you.

Jesus made the first choice—to love and to die for us, to invite us to live with him
forever. We make the next choice—to accept or reject his offer. Without his
choice, we would have no choice to make.

John 16:23-24

And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, | say unto you,
Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it you. [24] Hitherto
have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be
full.

Jesus is talking about a new relationship between the believer and God. Previously,
people approached God through priests. After Jesus’ resurrection, any believer
could approach God directly. A new day has dawned and now all believers are
priests, talking with God personally and directly (see Hebrews 10:19-23). We
approach God, not because of our own merit, but because Jesus, our great high
priest, has made us acceptable to God.

56



Giving and Receiving

Chapter 7

Luke 6:38

Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken
together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same
measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.

Many Christians hold the belief that God wants them to prosper. Abraham and
Joseph were promised prosperity. In the book of Joshua, the promise of prosperity
Is granted to those who meditate on the Book of Law day and night. God wants us
to have everything that we need, and more so that we can bless others. There is no
doubt that the Bible supports sowing and reaping (giving and receiving)
proportionally.

To prosper by definition means to achieve economic success or well-being and
enjoying vigorous and healthy growth. I consider the Bible definition of prosperity
to go beyond finance and include prosperity in spirit soul and body.

God is a GIVER. He loves to bless His children. Since the beginning of time, He
has been looking for a people He could trust, his blessings upon..

God has called believer of every nation to be a light to the nations and bring
salvation to the end of the earth Isaiah 49:6, He says, "You will do more than
restore the people of Israel to me. | will make you a light to the Gentiles, and you
will bring my salvation to the ends of the earth.” To facilitate this mission, it is
going to take large amounts of finances.

Matthew 13:44 tells us that when we see the treasure in the field, in our JOY we
will sell all to possess the field. God is revealing His loveliness in such a powerful
way in this hour that it will outshine every earthly treasure. We are living in the
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day when the Lord is releasing a BRIDAL LOVE upon his Body. Everything that
this world has to offer will pale in comparison to His revealed glory and majesty.

Our motivation for prosperity cannot be to consume His blessings upon ourselves,
but to realize, even as Abraham did, that we are blessed so that we can BE a
blessing.

What ever we do, it should be done as unto the Lord.

Col. 3:23
And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men;

1 Thes. 4:11-12

This should be your ambition: to live a quiet life, minding your own business
and working with your hands, just as we commanded you before. [12] As a result,
people who are not Christians will respect the way you live, and you will not need
to depend on others to meet your financial needs.

Proverbs 10:22
The blessing of the Lord makes a person rich, and he adds no sorrow with it.

1 Cor. 10:31
Whatever you eat or drink or whatever you do, you must do all for the glory of
God.

As the Lord blesses, we must share in the necessities of the saints, pursuing
the practice of hospitality.

James 4:3
Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon
your lusts.

Genesis 12:2
And | will make of thee a great nation, and | will bless thee, and make thy name
great; and thou shalt be a blessing:
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Romans 12:13
Distributing to the necessity of saints; given to hospitality.

We are enriched in every respect.

Joel 2:26
And ye shall eat in plenty, and be satisfied, and praise the name of the Lord your
God, that hath dealt wondrously with you: and my people shall never be ashamed.

1Cor.1:5
That in every thing ye are enriched by him, in all utterance, and in all
knowledge;

Because I give generously, | will reap generously and with blessings.

2 Cor. 9:6
But this | say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he
which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully.

We are cheerful wholehearted givers.

2 Cor. 9:7
Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not
grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.

I have a bountiful eye toward the poor.

Proverbs 22:9 (KJV)
He that hath a bountiful eye shall be blessed; for he giveth of his bread to the

poor.
2 Cor.9:8

And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all
sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work:
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Claim this Scripture through a prayer of declaration.

“Thank you, Father, that You are able to make all grace — every favor and earthly
blessing come to me in abundance, so that | may always and under all
circumstances and whatever the need be,

rely on your sufficiency. For | am furnished in abundance for every good work
and charitable donation.”

Other Prosperity Promises:

Eccles. 2:24-26

There is nothing better for a man, than that he should eat and drink, and that he
should make his soul enjoy good in his labour. This also | saw, that it was from the
hand of God. [25] For who can eat, or who else can hasten hereunto, more than 1?
[26] For God giveth to a man that is good in his sight wisdom, and knowledge, and
joy: but to the sinner he giveth travail, to gather and to heap up, that he may give to
him that is good before God. This also is vanity and vexation of spirit.

Is Solomon recommending we make life a big, irresponsible party? No, he is
encouraging us to take pleasure in what we’re doing now and to enjoy life because
it comes from God’s hand. True enjoyment in life comes only as we follow God’s
guidelines for living. Without him, satisfaction is a lost search. Those who really
know how to enjoy life are the ones who take life each day as a gift from God,
thanking him for it and serving him in it. Those without God will have no relief
from toil and no direction to guide them through life’s complications.

Isaiah 1:19
If ye are willing and obedient, yoy shall eat the good of the land:

Jeremiah 9:23-24

Thus saith the Lord, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the
mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches: [24] But let
him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, that | am the
Lord which exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for
in these things I delight, saith the Lord.
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People tend to admire four qualities in others: human wisdom, power (strength),
kindness, and riches. But God puts a higher priority on knowing him personally
and living a life that reflects his justice and righteousness. What do you want
people to admire most about you 1 Cor. 1:31. That according as it is written, He
that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.

Paul continues to emphasize that the way to receive salvation is so simple that any
person who wants to can understand it. Skill and wisdom do not get a person into
God’s kingdom—simple faith does—so no one can boast that his or her
achievements helped him or her secure eternal life. Salvation is totally from God
through Jesus’ death. There is nothing we can do to earn our salvation; we need
only accept what Jesus has already done for us.

God is the source of and the reason for our personal and living relationship with
Christ. Our union and identification with Christ results in our having God’s
wisdom and knowledge (Col. 2:3), possessing right standing with God
(righteousness, 2 Cor. 5:21), being holy (1 Thes. 4:3-7), and having the penalty for
our sins paid by Jesus (redemption, Mark 10:45).

Isaiah 45:3

And | will give thee the treasures of darkness, and hidden riches of secret places,
that thou mayest know that I, the Lord, which call thee by thy name, am the God of
Israel.

This is the only place in the Bible where a Gentile ruler is said to be “anointed.”
God is the power over all powers, and he anoints whom he chooses for his special
tasks. Cyrus’s kingdom spread across 2,000 miles (the largest of any empire then
known), including the territories of both the Assyrian and the Babylonian empires.
Why did God anoint Cyrus? Because God had a special task for him to do for
Israel. Cyrus would allow God’s city, Jerusalem, to be rebuilt, and he would set the
exiles free without expecting anything in return. Few kings of Israel or Judah had
done as much for God’s people as Cyrus would.
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Col. 2:2-3

That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all
riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the
mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ; [3] In whom are hid all the
treasures of wisdom and knowledge.

Philip. 3:7-8

But what things were gain to me, those | counted loss for Christ. [8] Yea
doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of
Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom | have suffered the loss of all things, and do count
them but dung, that I may win Christ,

After Paul considered everything he had accomplished in his life, he said that it
was all “a loss” when compared with the greatness of knowing Christ. This 1s a
profound statement about values: a person’s relationship with Christ is more
important than anything else. To know Christ should be our ultimate goal.
Consider your values. Do you place anything above your relationship with Christ?
If your priorities are wrong, how will you reorder them?
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Prosperity from the Pauline Epistles

Chapter 8

2 Cor. 2:14

Now thanks be unto God, which always causes us to triumph in Christ, and
maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place.

In the middle of discussing his unscheduled trip to Macedonia, Paul thanked God
for his ministry, his relationship with the Corinthian believers, and the way God
had used him to help others wherever he went, despite difficulties (2 Cor. 2:14-
7:4). In 2 Cor. 7:5, Paul resumed his story of his trip to Macedonia.

In a Roman triumphal procession, the Roman general would display his treasures
and captives amidst a cloud of incense burned for the gods. To the victors, the
aroma was sweet; to the captives in the parade, it was the smell of slavery and
death. When Christians preach the gospel, it is good news to some and repulsive
news to others. Believers recognize the life-giving fragrance of the message. To
nonbelievers, however, it smells foul, like death—their own.

2 Cor. 4:13

We having the same spirit of faith, according as it is written, | believed, and
therefore have | spoken; we also believe, and therefore speak;

Paul reminds us that though we may think we are at the end of the rope, we are
never at the end of hope. Our perishable bodies are subject to sin and suffering, but
God never abandons us. Because Christ has won the victory over death, we have
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eternal life. All our risks, humiliations, and trials are opportunities for Christ to
demonstrate his power and presence in and through us.

Paul had faced sufferings, trials, and distress as he preached the Good News. But
he knew that they would one day be over, and he would obtain God’s rest and
rewards. As we face great troubles, it’s easy to focus on the pain rather than on our
ultimate goal. Just as athletes concentrate on the finish line and ignore their
discomfort, we too must focus on the reward for our faith and the joy that lasts
forever. No matter what happens to us in this life, we have the assurance of eternal
life, when all suffering will end and all sorrow will flee away (Isaiah 35:10).

2 Cor. 8:9

For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for
your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich.

The Corinthian believers excelled in everything—they had faith, good preaching
(speech), much knowledge, much earnestness, much love. Paul wanted them to
also be leaders in giving. Giving is a natural response of love. Paul did not order
the Corinthians to give, but he encouraged them to prove that their love was
sincere. When you love someone, you want to give him or her your time and
attention and to provide for his or her needs. If you refuse to help, your love is not
as genuine as you say.

2 Cor. 9:6-11

But this | say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he
which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully. [7] Every man according as
he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God
loveth a cheerful giver. [8] And God is able to make all grace abound toward you;
that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good
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work: [9] (As it is written, He hath dispersed abroad; he hath given to the poor: his
righteousness remaineth for ever. [10] Now he that ministereth seed to the sower
both minister bread for your food, and multiply your seed sown, and increase the
fruits of your righteousness;) [11] Being enriched in every thing to all
bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving to God.

People may hesitate to give generously to God if they worry about having enough
money left over to meet their own needs. Paul assured the Corinthians that God
was able to meet their needs. The person who gives only a little will receive only a
little in return. Don’t let a lack of faith keep you from giving freely and generously.

Our attitude when we give is more important than the amount we give. We don’t
have to be embarrassed if we can give only a small gift. God is concerned about
how we give from the resources we have (see Mark 12:41-44). According to that
standard, the giving of the Macedonian churches would be difficult to match (2
Cor. 8:3).

1 Thes. 4:12

That ye may walk honestly toward them that are without, and that ye may have
lack of nothing.

There is more to Christian living than simply loving other Christians. We must be
responsible in all areas of life. Some of the Thessalonian Christians had adopted a
life of idleness, depending on others for handouts. Some Greeks looked down on
manual labor. So Paul told the Thessalonians to work hard and live a quiet life.
You can’t be effective in sharing your faith with others if they don’t respect you.
Whatever you do, do it faithfully and become a positive force in society.
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Galatians 6:6-7

Let him that is taught in the word communicate unto him that teacheth in all
good things. [7] Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man
soweth, that shall he also reap.

Paul says that students should take care of the material needs of their teachers (1
Cor. 9:7-12). It is easy to receive the benefit of good Bible teaching and then to
take our spiritual leaders for granted, ignoring their financial and physical needs.
We should care for our teachers, not grudgingly or reluctantly, but with a generous
spirit, showing honor and appreciation for all they have done (1 Tim. 5:17-18).

It would certainly be a surprise if you planted corn and pumpkins came up. It’s a
natural law to reap what we sow. It’s true in other areas too. If you gossip about
your friends, you will lose their friendship. Every action has results. If you plant to
please your own desires, you’ll reap a crop of sorrow and evil. If you plant to
please God, you’ll reap joy and everlasting life. What kind of seeds are you
sowing?

Galatians 6:9-10

And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we
faint not. [10] As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men,
especially unto them who are of the household of faith.

It is discouraging to continue to do right and receive no word of thanks or see no
tangible results. But Paul challenged the Galatians and he challenges us to keep on
doing good and to trust God for the results. In due time, we will reap a harvest of
blessing.
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1Tim. 6:17

Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not high minded nor trust in
uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy;

Ephesus was a wealthy city, and the Ephesian church probably had many wealthy
members. Paul advised Timothy to deal with any potential problems by teaching
that having riches carries great responsibility. Those who have money must be
generous, but they may not be arrogant just because they have a lot to give. They
must be careful not to put their hope in money instead of in the living God for their
security. Even if we don’t have material wealth, we can be rich in good deeds. No
matter how poor we are, we have something to share with someone.

Hebrews 6:10-15

For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love, which ye
have shewed toward his name, in that ye have ministered to the saints, and do
minister. [11] And we desire that every one of you do shew the same diligence to
the full assurance of hope unto the end: [12] That ye be not slothful, but followers
of them who through faith and patience inherit the promises. [13] For when God
made promise to Abraham, because he could swear by no greater, he sware by
himself, [14] Saying, Surely blessing I will bless thee, and multiplying I will
multiply thee. [15] And so, after he had patiently endured, he obtained the promise.

It’s easy to get discouraged, thinking that God has forgotten us. But God is never
unjust. He never forgets or overlooks our hard work for him. Presently you may
not be receiving rewards and acclaim, but God knows your efforts of love and
ministry. Let God’s love for you and his intimate knowledge of your service for
him bolster you as you face disappointment and rejection here on earth.
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Hope keeps the Christian from becoming lazy or feeling bored. Like an athlete,
train hard and run well, remembering the reward that lies ahead (Phil. 3:14).

Abraham waited patiently—it was 25 years from the time God had promised him a
son (Genesis 17:16) to Isaac’s birth (Genesis 21:1-3). Because our trials and
temptations are often so intense, they seem to last for an eternity. Both the Bible
and the testimony of mature Christians encourage us to wait for God to act in his
timing, even when our needs seem too great to wait any longer.

Hebrews 10:35

Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great recompence of
reward.

Hebrews encourages believers to persevere in their Christian faith and conduct
when facing persecution and pressure. We don’t usually think of suffering as good
for us, but it can build our character and our patience. During times of great stress,
we may feel God’s presence more clearly and find help from Christians we never
thought would care. Knowing that Jesus is with us in our suffering and that he will
return one day to put an end to all pain helps us grow in our faith and our
relationship with him (see Romans 5:3-5).

The writer encourages his readers not to abandon their faith in times of
persecution, but to show by their endurance that their faith is real. Faith means
resting in what Christ has done for us in the past, but it also means trusting him for
what he will do for us in the present and in the future (see Romans 8:12-25;
Galatians 3:10-13).
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Col. 3:13-14

Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel
against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. [14] And above all these
things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness.

The key to forgiving others is remembering how much God has forgiven you. Is it
difficult for you to forgive someone who has wronged you a little when God has
forgiven you so much? Realizing God’s infinite love and forgiveness can help you
love and forgive others.

All the virtues that Paul encourages us to develop are perfectly bound together by
love. As we clothe ourselves with these virtues, the last garment we are to put on is
love, which holds all of the others in place. To practice any list of virtues without
practicing love will lead to distortion, fragmentation, and stagnation (1 Cor. 13:3).

Philip. 4:19

But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ
Jesus.

We can trust that God will always meet our needs. Whatever we need on earth he
will always supply, even if it is the courage to face death as Paul did. Whatever we
need in heaven he will supply. We must remember, however, the difference
between our wants and our needs. Most people want to feel good and avoid
discomfort or pain. We may not get all that we want. By trusting in Christ, our
attitudes and appetites can change from wanting everything to accepting his
provision and power to live for him.
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Prosperity from the General Epistles

Chapter 9

3John1:2

Beloved, | wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even
as thy soul prospereth.

John was concerned for Gaius’s physical and spiritual well-being. This was the
opposite of the popular heresy that taught the separation of spirit and matter and
despised the physical side of life. Today, many people still fall into this way of
thinking. This non-Christian attitude logically leads to one of two responses:
neglect of the body and physical health, or indulgence of the body’s sinful desires.
God is concerned for both your body and your soul. As a responsible Christian,
you should neither neglect nor indulge yourself, but care for your physical needs
and discipline your body so that you are at your best for God’s service.

2 Peter 1:2-4

Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of
Jesus our Lord, [3] According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that
pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to
glory and virtue: [4] Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious
promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped
the corruption that is in the world through lust.
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Many believers want an abundance of God’s grace and peace, but they are
unwilling to put forth the effort to get to know him better through Bible study and
prayer. To enjoy the privileges God offers us freely, we have “the knowledge of
God and of Jesus our Lord.”

The power to grow doesn’t come from within us, but from God. Because we don’t
have the resources to be truly godly, God allows us to “participate in the divine
nature” in order to keep us from sin and help us live for him. When we are born
again, God by his Spirit empowers us with his own moral goodness. See John 3:6;
John 14:17-23; 2 Cor. 5:21; and 1 Peter 1:22-23.

Hebrews 6:10-15

For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love, which ye
have shewed toward his name, in that ye have ministered to the saints, and do
minister. [11] And we desire that every one of you do shew the same diligence to
the full assurance of hope unto the end: [12] That ye be not slothful, but followers
of them who through faith and patience inherit the promises. [13] For when God
made promise to Abraham, because he could swear by no greater, he sware by
himself, [14] Saying, Surely blessing | will bless thee, and multiplying I will
multiply thee. [15] And so, after he had patiently endured, he obtained the promise.

It’s easy to get discouraged, thinking that God has forgotten us. But God is never
unjust. He never forgets or overlooks our hard work for him. Presently you may
not be receiving rewards and acclaim, but God knows your efforts of love and
ministry. Let God’s love for you and his intimate knowledge of your service for
him bolster you as you face disappointment and rejection here on earth.

ope keeps the Christian from becoming lazy or feeling bored. Like an athlete, train
hard and run well, remembering the reward that lies ahead (Phil. 3:14).
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Abraham waited patiently—it was 25 years from the time God had promised him a
son (Genesis 17:16) to Isaac’s birth (Genesis 21:1-3). Because our trials and
temptations are often so intense, they seem to last for an eternity. Both the Bible
and the testimony of mature Christians encourage us to wait for God to act in his
timing, even when our needs seem too great to wait any longer.

Hebrews 10:35-36

Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great recompence of
reward. [36] For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God,
ye might receive the promise.

Hebrews encourages believers to persevere in their Christian faith and conduct
when facing persecution and pressure. We don’t usually think of suffering as good
for us, but it can build our character and our patience. During times of great stress,
we may feel God’s presence more clearly and find help from Christians we never
thought would care. Knowing that Jesus is with us in our suffering and that he will
return one day to put an end to all pain helps us grow in our faith and our
relationship with him (see Romans 5:3-5).

The writer encourages his readers not to abandon their faith in times of
persecution, but to show by their endurance that their faith is real. Faith means
resting in what Christ has done for us in the past, but it also means trusting him for
what he will do for us in the present and in the future (see Romans 8:12-25;
Galatians 3:10-13).

James 1:4

But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire,
wanting nothing.
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We can’t really know the depth of our character until we see how we react under
pressure. It is easy to be kind to others when everything is going well, but can we
still be kind when others are treating us unfairly? God wants to make us mature
and complete, not to keep us from all pain. Instead of complaining about our
struggles, we should see them as opportunities for growth. Thank God for
promising to be with you in rough times. Ask him to help you solve your problems
or to give you the strength to endure them. Then be patient. God will not leave you
alone with your problems; he will stay close and help you grow

James 1:22-25

But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.
[23] For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man
beholding his natural face in a glass: [24] For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his
way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was. [25] But whoso
looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a
forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed.

James advises us to get rid of all that is wrong in our lives and “humbly accept” the
salvation message we have received (“the word planted in you”), because it alone
can save us.

t 1s important to listen to what God’s Word says, but it is much more important to
obey it, to do what it says. We can measure the effectiveness of our Bible study
time by the effect it has on our behavior and attitudes. Do you put into action what
you have studied?

It seems paradoxical that a law could give us freedom, but God’s law points out sin
in us and gives us the opportunity to ask for God’s forgiveness (see Romans 7:7-8).
As Christians, we are saved by God’s grace, and salvation frees us from sin’s
control. As believers, we are free to live as God created us to live. Of course, this
does not mean that we are free to do as we please (see 1 Peter 2:16). We are now
free to obey God.
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Hebrews 13:5-6

Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things
as ye have: for he hath said, | will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. [6] So that we
may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and | will not fear what man shall do unto
me.

We become content when we realize God’s sufficiency for our needs. Christians
who become materialistic are saying by their actions that God can’t take care of
them—or at least that he won’t take care of them the way they want. Insecurity can
lead to the love of money, whether we are rich or poor. The only antidote is to trust
God to meet all our needs.

1 John 4:4

Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he
that is in you, than he that is in the world.

It is easy to be frightened by the wickedness we see all around us and
overwhelmed by the problems we face. Evil is obviously much stronger than we
are. John assures us, however, that God is even stronger. He will conquer all evil—
and his Spirit and his Word live in our hearts!

1 John 5:4-5

For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that
overcometh the world, even our faith. [5] Who is he that overcometh the world, but
he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?

Jesus never promised that obeying him would be easy. But the hard work and self-
discipline of serving Christ is no burden to those who love him. And if our load
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starts to feel heavy, we can always trust Christ to help us bear it (see Matthew
11:28-30).

The Bible Scriptures are mirrors we can look into and see our selves dressed in the
prosperity of Jesus Christ.
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Prosperity, The Result of Obedience to God’s Law

Chapter 10

Exodus 23:25-26

And ye shall serve the Lord your God, and he shall bless thy bread, and thy
water; and | will take sickness away from the midst of thee. [26] There shall
nothing cast their young, nor be barren, in thy land: the number of thy days I will
fulfil.

Not all of God’s solutions are instantaneous. Nor does delay justify inaction. In this
case, God’s cause would require constant cooperation, persistence, and effort by
the Israelites. Success would come step by step.

God warned the Israelites about their neighbors whose beliefs and actions could
turn them away from him. We also live with neighbors whose values may be
completely different from ours. We are called to maintain a life-style that shows
our faith. This can be a struggle, especially if our Christian life-style differs from
the norm. Our lives should show that we put obeying God before doing what is
praised and accepted by society.

Leviticus 26:3-12

If ye walk in my statutes, and keep my commandments, and do them; [4] Then |
will give you rain in due season, and the land shall yield her increase, and the trees
of the field shall yield their fruit. [5] And your threshing shall reach unto the
vintage, and the vintage shall reach unto the sowing time: and ye shall eat your
bread to the full, and dwell in your land safely. [6] And | will give peace in the
land, and ye shall lie down, and none shall make you afraid: and I will rid evil
beasts out of the land, neither shall the sword go through your land. [7] And ye
shall chase your enemies, and they shall fall before you by the sword. [8] And five
of you shall chase an hundred, and an hundred of you shall put ten thousand to
flight: and your enemies shall fall before you by the sword. [9] For | will have
respect unto you, and make you fruitful, and multiply you, and establish my
covenant with you. [10] And ye shall eat old store, and bring forth the old because
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of the new. [11] And I will set my tabernacle among you: and my soul shall not
abhor you. [12] And I will walk among you, and will be your God, and ye shall be
my people. (13) | am the Lord your God, which brought you forth out of the land
of Egypt, that ye should not be their bondmen; and | have broken the bands of your
yoke, and made you go upright.

Imagine the joy of a slave set free. God took the children of Israel out of bitter
slavery and gave them freedom and dignity. We too are set free when we accept
Christ’s payment that redeems us from sin’s slavery. We no longer need to be
bogged down in shame over our past sins; we can walk with dignity because God
has forgiven us and forgotten them. But just as the Israelites were still in danger of
returning to a slave mentality, we need to beware of the temptation to return to our
former sinful patterns.

Deut. 4:40

Thou shalt keep therefore his statutes, and his commandments, which |
command thee this day, that it may go well with thee, and with thy children after
thee, and that thou mayest prolong thy days upon the earth, which the Lord thy
God giveth thee, for ever.

Was Israel guaranteed prosperity for obeying God’s laws? Yes—Dbut we have to
look carefully at what that means. God’s laws were designed to make his chosen
nation healthy, just, and merciful. When the people followed those laws, they
prospered. This does not mean, however, that no sickness, no sadness, and no
misunderstandings existed among them. Rather, it means that as a nation they
prospered and that individuals’ problems were handled as fairly as possible. Today
God’s promise of prosperity—his constant presence, comfort, and the resources to
live as we should—extends to all believers. We will face trials; Jesus assured us of
that. But we will avoid the misery that directly results from intentional sin, and we
will know that a great treasure awaits us in heaven.

Deut. 6:1-3

Now these are the commandments, the statutes, and the judgments, which the
Lord your God commanded to teach you, that ye might do them in the land whither
ye go to possess it: [2] That thou mightest fear the Lord thy God, to keep all his
statutes and his commandments, which | command thee, thou, and thy son, and thy
son's son, all the days of thy life; and that thy days
may be prolonged. [3] Hear therefore, O Israel, and observe to do it; that it may be
well with thee, and that ye may increase mightily, as the Lord God of thy fathers
hath promised thee, in the land that floweth with milk and honey.
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For a nation that had wandered 40 years in a parched desert, a land flowing with
milk and honey sounded like paradise. It brought to mind rich crops, rushing
streams, gentle rains, and lush fields filled with livestock. The Israelites could have
had all that 40 years earlier. Numbers 13-14 explain how the people missed their
chance. Now Moses was determined to help the people avoid the same mistake by
whetting their appetite for the beautiful land and then clearly explaining the
conditions for entering the land.

Joshua 1:8

This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate
therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is
written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt
have good success.

Many people think that prosperity and success come from having power,
influential personal contacts, and a relentless desire to get ahead. But the strategy
for gaining prosperity that God taught Joshua goes against such criteria. He said
that to succeed Joshua must (1) be strong and courageous because the task ahead
would not be easy, (2) obey God’s law, and (3) constantly read and study the Book
of the Law—God’s Word. To be successful, follow God’s words to Joshua. You
may not succeed by the world’s standards, but you will be a success in God’s
eyes—and his opinion lasts forever.

1 Kings 2:1-3

Now the days of David drew nigh that he should die; and he charged Solomon
his son, saying, [2] | go the way of all the earth: be thou strong therefore, and shew
thyself a man; [3] And keep the charge of the Lord thy God, to walk in his ways, to
keep his statutes, and his commandments, and his judgments, and his testimonies,
as it is written in the law of Moses, that thou mayest prosper in all that thou doest,
and whithersoever thou turnest thyself:

David stressed to Solomon the need to make God and his laws the center of
personal life and government in order to preserve the kingdom, as God had
promised to do (2 Samuel 7). This promise from God had two parts. One part was
conditional and depended upon the kings’ actions. The other part was
unconditional.
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God’s conditional promise was that David and his descendants would remain in
office as kings only when they honored and obeyed him. When David’s
descendants failed to do this, they lost the throne (2 Kings 25). God’s
unconditional promise was that David’s line would go on forever. This was
fulfilled in the birth of Jesus Christ, a descendant of David who was also the
eternal Son of God (Romans 1:3-4). David, whose life exemplified obedience,
gave well-seasoned advice to his son, the next king. It would be up to Solomon to
follow it.

Psalm 34:9-10

O fear the Lord, ye his saints: for there is no want to them that fear him. [10]
The young lions do lack, and suffer hunger: but they that seek the Lord shall not
want any good thing.

At first we may question David’s statement, because we seem to lack many good
things. This is not a blanket promise that all Christians will have everything they
want. Instead, this is David’s praise for God’s goodness—all those who call upon
God in their need will be answered, sometimes in unexpected ways.

Remember, God knows what we need, and our deepest needs are spiritual. Many
Christians, even though they face unbearable poverty and hardship, still have
enough spiritual nourishment to live for God. David was saying that to have God is
to have all you really need. God is enough.

If you feel you don’t have everything you need, ask: (1) Is this really a need? (2)
Is this really good for me? (3) Is this the best time for me to have what | desire?
Even if you answer yes to all three questions, God may allow you to go without to
help you grow more dependent on him. He may want you to learn that you need
him more than you need to achieve your immediate desires.
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Isaiah 1:19-20
If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land: But if ye refuse
and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword: for the mouth of the Lord hath
spoken it. Obedience to God will bring prosperity. Disobedience to God will
bring a curse. Choose ye this day who you will serve.
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Prosperity Comes From God

Chapter 11

God saw that his work was good. People sometimes feel guilty for having a good
time or for feeling good about an accomplishment. This need not be so. Just as God
felt good about his work, we can be pleased with ours. However, we should not
feel good about our work if God would not be pleased with it.

Knowing that we are made in God’s image and thus share many of his
characteristics provides a solid basis for self-worth. Human worth is not based on
possessions, achievements, physical attractiveness, or public acclaim. Instead it is
based on being made in God’s image. Because we bear God’s image, we can feel
positive about ourselves. Criticizing or downgrading ourselves is criticizing what
God has made and the abilities he has given us. Knowing that you are a person of
worth helps you love God, know him personally, and make a valuable contribution
to those around you.

We must not be careless and wasteful as we fulfill this charge. God was careful
how he made this earth. We must not be careless about how we take care of it.

God saw that all he had created was very good. You are part of God’s creation, and
he is pleased with how he made you. If at times you feel worthless or of little
value, remember that God made you for a good reason. You are valuable to him.

Genesis 1:29-30

And God said, Behold, | have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon
the face of all the earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding
seed; to you it shall be for meat. [30] And to every beast of the earth, and to every
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fowl of the air, and to every thing that creepeth upon the earth, wherein there is
life, I have given every green herb for meat: and it was so.

Leviticus 25:21-22

Then I will command my blessing upon you in the sixth year, and it shall bring
forth fruit for three years. [22] And ye shall sow the eighth year, and eat yet of old
fruit until the ninth year; until her fruits come in ye shall eat of the old store.

The people would one day possess land in Canaan, but in God’s plan, only God’s
ownership was absolute. He wanted his people to avoid greed and materialism. If
you have the attitude that you are taking care of the Lord’s property, you will make
what you have more available to others. This is difficult to do if you have an
attitude of ownership. Think of yourself as a manager of all that is under your care,
not as an owner

Deut. 12:7

And there ye shall eat before the Lord your God, and ye shall rejoice in all that
ye put your hand unto, ye and your households, wherein the Lord thy God hath
blessed thee.

When taking over a nation, the Israelites were supposed to destroy every pagan
altar and idol in the land. God knew it would be easy for them to change their
beliefs if they started using those altars, so nothing was to remain that might tempt
them to worship idols. We too should ruthlessly find and remove any centers of
false worship in our lives. These may be activities, attitudes, possessions,
relationships, places, or habits—anything that tempts us to turn our hearts from
God and do wrong. We should never flatter ourselves by thinking we’re too strong
to be tempted. Israel learned that lesson.
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Psalm 21:3-5

For thou preventest him with the blessings of goodness: thou settest a crown of
pure gold on his head. [4] He asked life of thee, and thou gavest it him, even length
of days for ever and ever. [5] His glory is great in thy salvation: honour and
majesty hast thou laid upon him.

David described all that he had as gifts from God: “the desire of his heart,” rich
blessings, a crown of pure gold, long life, splendor and majesty, eternal blessings,
gladness. We too must look upon all we have—position, family, wealth, talent—as
gifts from God. Only then will we use them to give glory back to him.

In describing the Lord as a shepherd, David wrote out of his own experience
because he had spent his early years caring for sheep (1 Samuel 16:10-11). Sheep
are completely dependent on the shepherd for provision, guidance, and protection.
The New Testament calls Jesus the good shepherd (John 10:11); the great
Shepherd (Hebrews 13:20); and the Chief Shepherd (1 Peter 5:4). As the Lord is
the good shepherd, so we are his sheep—not frightened, passive animals, but
obedient followers, wise enough to follow one who will lead us in the right places
and in right ways. This psalm does not focus on the animal-like qualities of sheep,
but on the discipleship qualities of those who follow. When you recognize the
good shepherd, follow him!

Psalm 23:1-6
A Psalm of David.

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. [2] He maketh me to lie down in
green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. [3] He restoreth my soul: he
leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. [4] Yea, though I walk
through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me;
thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. [5] Thou preparest a table before me in the
presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.
[6] Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and | will
dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.
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When we allow God our shepherd to guide us, we have contentment. When we
choose to sin, however, we go our own way and cannot blame God for the
environment we create for ourselves. Our shepherd knows the “green pastures” and
“quiet waters” that will restore us. We will reach these places only by following
him obediently. Rebelling against the shepherd’s leading is actually rebelling
against our own best interests. We must remember this the next time we are
tempted to go our own way rather than the shepherd’s way.

Death casts a frightening shadow over us because we are entirely helpless in its
presence. We can struggle with other enemies—pain, suffering, disease, injury—
but strength and courage cannot overcome death. It has the final word. Only one
person can walk with us through death’s dark valley and bring us safely to the
other side—the God of life, our shepherd. Because life is uncertain, we should
follow this shepherd who offers us eternal comfort.

In ancient Near Eastern culture, at a banquet it was customary to anoint a person
with fragrant oil as a lotion. Hosts were also expected to protect their guests at all
costs. God offers the protection of a host even when enemies surround us. In the
final scene of this psalm, we see that believers will dwell with God. God, the
perfect shepherd and host, promises to guide and protect us through life to bring us
into his house forever.

This harvest psalm glorifies God the Creator as reflected in the beauty of nature.
Nature helps us understand something of God’s character. The Jews believed that
God’s care of nature was a sign of his love and provision for them. Nature shows
God’s generosity—giving us more than we need or deserve. Understanding God’s
abundant generosity should make us grateful to God and generous to others.
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Psalm 65:9-13

Thou visitest the earth, and waterest it: thou greatly enrichest it with the river of
God, which is full of water: thou preparest them corn, when thou hast so provided
for it. [10] Thou waterest the ridges thereof abundantly: thou settlest the furrows
thereof: thou makest it soft with showers: thou blessest the springing thereof. [11]
Thou crownest the year with thy goodness; and thy paths drop fatness. [12] They
drop upon the pastures of the wilderness: and the little hills rejoice on every side.
[13] The pastures are clothed with flocks; the valleys also are covered over with
corn; they shout for joy, they also sing.

Psalm 68:9-10

Thou, O God, didst send a plentiful rain, whereby thou didst confirm thine
inheritance, when it was weary. [10] Thy congregation hath dwelt therein: thou, O
God, hast prepared of thy goodness for the poor.

Psalm 104:10-18

He sendeth the springs into the valleys, which run among the hills. [11] They
give drink to every beast of the field: the wild asses quench their thirst. [12] By
them shall the fowls of the heaven have their habitation, which sing among the
branches. [13] He watereth the hills from his chambers: the earth is satisfied with
the fruit of thy works. [14] He causeth the grass to grow for the cattle, and herb for
the service of man: that he may bring forth food out of the earth; [15] And wine
that maketh glad the heart of man, and oil to make his face to shine, and bread
which strengtheneth man's heart. [16] The trees of the Lord are full of sap; the
cedars of Lebanon, which he hath planted; [17] Where the birds make their nests:
as for the stork, the fir trees are her house. [18] The high hills are a refuge for the
wild goats; and the rocks for the conies.

Lost, hungry, thirsty, and exhausted, these wanderers typify the Israelites in exile.
But they also typify anyone who has not found the satisfaction that comes from
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knowing God. Anyone who recognizes his or her own lostness can receive the
offer of Jesus to satisfy these needs. Jesus is the way (John 14:6), the bread from
heaven (John 6:33, 35), the living water (John 4:10-14), and the giver of rest
(Matthew 11:28-30). Have you received his life-giving offer?

Psalm 107:35-38

He turneth the wilderness into a standing water, and dry ground into
watersprings. [36] And there he maketh the hungry to dwell, that they may prepare
a city for habitation; [37] And sow the fields, and plant vineyards, which may yield
fruits of increase. [38] He blesseth them also, so that they are multiplied greatly;
and suffereth not their cattle to decrease.

Those who have never truly suffered may not appreciate God as much as those
who have matured under hardship. Those who have seen God work in times of
distress have a deeper insight into his loving-kindness. If you have experienced
great trials, you have the potential for great praise.

Psalm 111:5

He hath given meat unto them that fear him: he will ever be mindful of his
covenant.

Sometimes our burdens seem more than we can bear, and we wonder how we can
go on. David stands at this bleak intersection of life’s road and points toward the
Lord, the great burden-bearer. God is able to lift us up because (1) his greatness is
unfathomable (Psalm 145:3); (2) he does mighty acts across many generations
(Psalm 145:4); (3) he is full of glorious splendor and majesty (Psalm 145:5); (4) he
does wonderful and awesome works (Psalm 145:5-6); (5) he is righteous (Psalm
145:7); (6) he is gracious, compassionate, patient, and loving (Psalm 145:8-9); (7)
he rules over an everlasting kingdom (Psalm 145:13); (8) he is our source of all our
daily needs (Psalm 145:15-16); (9) he is righteous and loving in all his dealings
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(Psalm 145:17); (10) he remains near to those who call on him (Psalm 145:18);
(11) he hears our cries and saves us (Psalm 145:19-20). If you are bending under a
burden and feel that you are about to fall, turn to God for help. He is ready to lift
you up and bear your burden.

Psalm 145:15-16

The eyes of all wait upon thee; and thou givest them their meat in due season.
[16] Thou openest thine hand, and satisfiest the desire of every living thing.

God supplies most people with the personal and financial abilities to respond to the
needs of others. If we all realized how God has blessed us, and if we all used our
resources to do God’s will, hunger and poverty would be wiped out. Wealth is a
blessing only if we use it in the way God intended.

Proverbs 10:22

The blessing of the Lord, it maketh rich, and he addeth no sorrow with it.

God allows both good times and bad times to come to everyone. He blends them
in our lives in such a way that we can’t predict the future or count on human
wisdom and power. We usually give ourselves the credit for the good times. Then
in bad times, we tend to blame God without thanking him for the good that comes
out of it. When life appears certain and controllable, don’t let self-satisfaction or
complacency make you too comfortable, or God may allow bad times to drive you
back to him. When life seems uncertain and uncontrollable, don’t despair—God is
in control and will bring good results out of tough times.
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Eccles. 7:14

In the day of prosperity be joyful, but in the day of adversity consider: God also
hath set the one over against the other, to the end that man should find nothing
after him.

Jesus is talking about a new relationship between the believer and God. Previously,
people approached God through priests. After Jesus’ resurrection, any believer
could approach God directly. A new day has dawned and now all believers are
priests, talking with God personally and directly (see Hebrews 10:19-23). We
approach God, not because of our own merit, but because Jesus, our great high
priest, has made us acceptable to God.

John 16:23-24

And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, | say unto you,
Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it you. [24] Hitherto
have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be
full.

Romans 8:28-32

And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to
them who are the called according to his purpose. [29] For whom he did foreknow,
he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be
the firstborn among many brethren. [30] Moreover whom he did predestinate, them
he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified,
them he also glorified. [31] What shall we then say to these things? If God be for
us, who can be against us? [32] He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him
up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?
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God works in “all things”—not just isolated incidents—for our good. This does not
mean that all that happens to us is good. Evil is prevalent in our fallen world, but
God is able to turn every circumstance around for our long-range good. Note that
God is not working to make us happy, but to fulfill his purpose. Note also that this
promise is not for everybody. It can be claimed by those who love God and are
called according to his purpose. Those who are “called” are those the Holy Spirit
convinces and enables to receive Christ. Such people have a new perspective, a
new mind-set on life. They trust in God, not life’s treasures; they look for their
security in heaven, not on earth; they learn to accept, not resent, pain and
persecution because God is with them.

Philip. 4:19

But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ
Jesus.

We can trust that God will always meet our needs. Whatever we need on earth he
will always supply, even if it is the courage to face death as Paul did. Whatever we
need in heaven he will supply. We must remember, however, the difference
between our wants and our needs. Most people want to feel good and avoid
discomfort or pain. We may not get all that we want. By trusting in Christ, our
attitudes and appetites can change from wanting everything to accepting his
provision and power to live for him.

James 1:17

Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the
Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.

Temptation comes from evil desires inside us, not from God. It begins with an evil
thought and becomes sin when we dwell on the thought and allow it to become an
action. Like a snowball rolling downhill, sin grows more destructive the more we
let it have its way. The best time to stop a temptation is before it is too strong or
moving too fast to control. See Matthew 4:1-11; 1 Cor. 10:13; and 2 Tim. 2:22 for
more about escaping temptation.
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People who live for God often wonder why they still have temptations. Does God
tempt them? God tests people, but he does not tempt them by trying to seduce them
into sin. God allows Satan to tempt people, however, in order to refine their faith
and to help them grow in their dependence on Christ. We can resist the temptation
to sin by turning to God for strength and choosing to obey his Word.
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Bible Examples of God Giving Prosperity

Chapter 12

God’s Blessings upon Noah

Genesis 9:1-3

God blessed Noah and his sons and told them, "Multiply and fill the earth. [2]
All the wild animals, large and small, and all the birds and fish will be afraid of
you. | have placed them in your power. [3] | have given them to you for food, just
as | have given you grain and vegetables.

God’s Blessings upon Isaac

Genesis 26:12-24

That year lIsaac's crops were tremendous! He harvested a hundred times more
grain than he planted, for the Lord blessed him. [13] He became a rich man, and
his wealth only continued to grow. [14] He acquired large flocks of sheep and
goats, great herds of cattle, and many servants. Soon the Philistines became jealous
of him, [15] and they filled up all of Isaac's wells with earth. These were the wells
that had been dug by the servants of his father, Abraham.

[16] And Abimelech asked Isaac to leave the country. "Go somewhere else," he
said, "for you have become too rich and powerful for us."
[17] So lIsaac moved to the Gerar Valley and lived there instead. [18] He

reopened the wells his father had dug, which the Philistines had filled in after
Abraham's death. Isaac renamed them, using the names Abraham had given them.
[19] His shepherds also dug in the Gerar Valley and found a gushing spring.
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[20] But then the local shepherds came and claimed the spring. "This is our
water," they said, and they argued over it with Isaac's herdsmen. So Isaac named
the well "Argument,” because they had argued about it with him. [21] Isaac's men
then dug another well, but again there was a fight over it. So Isaac named it
"Opposition."” [22] Abandoning that one, he dug another well, and the local people
finally left him alone. So Isaac called it "Room Enough,"” for he said, "At last the
Lord has made room for us, and we will be able to thrive."

[23] From there Isaac moved to Beersheba, [24] where the Lord appeared to him
on the night of his arrival. "I am the God of your father, Abraham," he said. "Do
not be afraid, for I am with you and will bless you. I will give you many
descendants, and they will become a great nation. | will do this because of my
promise to Abraham, my servant."

God kept his promise to bless Isaac. The neighboring Philistines grew jealous
because everything Isaac did seemed to go right. So they plugged his wells and
tried to get rid of him. Jealousy is a dividing force strong enough to tear apart the
mightiest of nations or the closest of friends. It forces you to separate yourself from
what you were longing for in the first place. When you find yourself becoming
jealous of others, try thanking God for their good fortune. Before striking out in
anger, consider what you could lose—a friend, a job, a spouse?

The desolate Gerar area was located on the edge of a desert. Water was as precious
as gold. If someone dug a well, he was staking a claim to the land. Some wells had
locks to keep thieves from stealing the water. To “stop” or plug up someone’s well
was an act of war; it was one of the most serious crimes in the land. Isaac had
every right to fight back when the Philistines ruined his wells, and yet he chose to
keep the peace. In the end, the Philistines respected him for his patience.

Three times Isaac and his men dug new wells. When the first two disputes arose,
Isaac moved on. Finally there was enough room for everyone. Rather than start a
huge conflict, Isaac compromised for the sake of peace. Would you be willing to
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forsake an important position or valuable possession to keep peace? Ask God for
the wisdom to know when to withdraw and when to stand and fight.

Genesis 33:11

Take, | pray thee, my blessing that is brought to thee; because God hath dealt
graciously with me, and because | have enough. And he urged him, and he took it.

Why did Jacob send gifts ahead for Esau? In Bible times, gifts were given for
several reasons. (1) This may have been a bribe. Gifts are still given to win
someone over or buy his or her support. Esau may first have refused Jacob’s gifts
(Genesis 33:9) because he didn’t want or need a bribe. He had already forgiven
Jacob, and he had ample wealth of his own. (2) This may have been an expression
of affection. (3) It may have been the customary way of greeting someone before
an important meeting. Such gifts were often related to a person’s occupation. This
explains why Jacob sent Esau—who was a herdsman—sheep, goats, and cattle.

It is refreshing to see Esau’s change of heart when the two brothers meet again.
The bitterness over losing his birthright and blessing (Genesis 25:29-34) seems
gone. Instead Esau was content with what he had. Jacob even exclaimed how great
it was to see his brother obviously pleased with him (Genesis 33:10).

Life can bring us some bad situations. We can feel cheated, as Esau did, but we
don’t have to remain bitter. We can remove bitterness from our lives by honestly
expressing our feelings to God, forgiving those who have wronged us, and being
content with what we have.
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God Prospers Jacob

Genesis 35:9-12

God appeared to Jacob once again when he arrived at Bethel after traveling from
Paddan-aram. God blessed him [10] and said, "Your name is no longer Jacob; you
will now be called Israel." [11] Then God said, "I am God Almighty. Multiply and
fill the earth! Become a great nation, even many nations. Kings will be among your
descendants! [12] And | will pass on to you the land | gave to Abraham and Isaac.
Yes, | will give it to you and your descendants."

God reminded Jacob of his new name, Israel, which meant “he struggles with
God.” Although Jacob’s life was littered with difficulties and trials, his new name
was a tribute to his desire to stay close to God despite life’s disappointments.

Many people believe that Christianity should offer a problem-free life.
Consequently, as life gets tough, they draw back disappointed. Instead, they should
determine to prevail with God through life’s storm. Problems and difficulties are
painful but inevitable; you might as well see them as opportunities for growth. You
can’t prevail with God unless you have troubles to prevail over.

Exodus 27:1-6

"Using acacia wood, make a square altar 7 1/2 feet wide, 7 1/2 feet long, and 4
1/2 feet high. [2] Make a horn at each of the four corners of the altar so the horns
and altar are all one piece. Overlay the altar and its horns with bronze. [3] The ash
buckets, shovels, basins, meat hooks, and firepans will all be made of bronze. [4]
Make a bronze grating, with a metal ring at each corner. [5] Fit the grating halfway
down into the firebox, resting it on the ledge built there. [6] For moving the altar,
make poles from acacia wood, and overlay them with bronze.
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The altar of burnt offering was the first thing the Israelites saw as they entered the
tabernacle courtyard. Here sacrifices were constantly made. Its vivid presence
constantly reminded the people that they could only come to God by means of the
sacrifice. It was the only way their sins could be forgiven and taken away. In
Hebrews 10:1-18, Jesus Christ is portrayed as the ultimate sacrifice.

Numbers 11:7-9

The manna looked like small coriander seeds, pale yellow in color. [8] The
people gathered it from the ground and made flour by grinding it with hand mills
or pounding it in mortars. Then they boiled it in a pot and made it into flat cakes.
These cakes tasted like they had been cooked in olive oil. [9] The manna came
down on the camp with the dew during the night.

Numbers 11:7-9

The manna looked like small coriander seeds, pale yellow in color. [8] The
people gathered it from the ground and made flour by grinding it with hand mills
or pounding it in mortars. Then they boiled it in a pot and made it into flat cakes.
These cakes tasted like they had been cooked in olive oil. [9] The manna came
down on the camp with the dew during the night.

Numbers 11:31-32

Now the Lord sent a wind that brought quail from the sea and let them fall into
the camp and all around it! For many miles in every direction from the camp there
were quail flying about three feet above the ground. [32] So the people went out
and caught quail all that day and throughout the night and all the next day, too. No
one gathered less than fifty bushels! They spread the quail out all over the camp.
Numbers 20:7-11

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, [8] Take the rod, and gather thou the
assembly together, thou, and Aaron thy brother, and speak ye unto the rock before
their eyes; and it shall give forth his water, and thou shalt bring forth to them water
out of the rock: so thou shalt give the congregation and their beasts drink. [9] And
Moses took the rod from before the Lord, as he commanded him. [10] And Moses
and Aaron gathered the congregation together before the rock, and he said unto
them, Hear now, ye rebels; must we fetch you water out of this rock? [11] And
Moses lifted up his hand, and with his rod he smote the rock twice: and the water
came out abundantly, and the congregation drank, and their beasts also.
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The Lord had told Moses to speak to the rock; however, Moses struck it, not
once, but twice. God did the miracle; yet Moses was taking credit for it when he
said, “we bring you water out of this rock.” For this he was forbidden to enter the
promised land. Was God’s punishment of Moses too harsh? After all, the people
had nagged him, slandered him, and rebelled against both him and God. Now they
were at it again (Numbers 20:5). But Moses was the leader and model for the entire
nation. Because of this great responsibility to the people, he could not be let off
lightly. By striking the rock, Moses disobeyed God’s direct command and
dishonored God in the presence of his people.

1 Kings 19:5-8

And as he lay and slept under a juniper tree, behold, then an angel touched him,
and said unto him, Arise and eat. [6] And he looked, and, behold, there was a cake
baken on the coals, and a cruse of water at his head. And he did eat and drink, and
laid him down again. [7] And the angel of the Lord came again the second time,
and touched him, and said, Arise and eat; because the journey is too great for thee.
[8] And he arose, and did eat and drink, and went in the strength of that meat forty
days and forty nights unto Horeb the mount of God.

Elijah experienced the depths of fatigue and discouragement just after his two
great spiritual victories: the defeat of the prophets of Baal and the answered prayer
for rain. Often discouragement sets in after great spiritual experiences, especially
those requiring physical effort or involving great emotion. To lead him out of
depression, God first let Elijah rest and eat.

Then God confronted him with the need to return to his mission—to speak God’s

words in Israel. Elijah’s battles were not over; there was still work for him to do.
When you feel let down after a great spiritual experience, remember that God’s
purpose for your life is not yet over

2 Chron. 32:27-29

And Hezekiah had exceeding much riches and honour: and he made himself
treasuries for silver, and for gold, and for precious stones, and for spices, and for
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shields, and for all manner of pleasant jewels; [28] Storehouses also for the
increase of corn, and wine, and oil; and stalls for all manner of beasts, and cotes for
flocks. [29] Moreover he provided him cities, and possessions of flocks and herds
in abundance: for God had given him substance very much.

Job 42:10-12

And the Lord turned the captivity of Job, when he prayed for his friends: also
the Lord gave Job twice as much as he had before. [11] Then came there unto him
all his brethren, and all his sisters, and all they that had been of his acquaintance
before, and did eat bread with him in his house: and they bemoaned him, and
comforted him over all the evil that the Lord had brought upon him: every man
also gave him a piece of money, and every one an earring of gold. [12] So the Lord
blessed the latter end of Job more than his beginning: for he had fourteen thousand
sheep, and six thousand camels, and a thousand yoke of oxen, and a thousand she
asses.

The breath of the Almighty, that gives him understanding.” It is not enough to
recognize a great truth; it must be lived out each day. Elihu recognized the truth
that God was the only source of real wisdom, but he did not use God’s wisdom to
help Job. While he recognized where wisdom came from, he did not seek to
acquire it. Becoming wise is an ongoing, lifelong pursuit. Don’t be content just to
know about wisdom; make it part of your life.
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Chapter 13

The Dangers of Prosperity

Sometimes when we prosper our emphasis changes from God to things. There
hearts become more enamored with what God has given us than God himself. The
more that we have, the easier it becomes for us to find our greatest joy in those
things rather than God. It is this very danger that Jesus warned of when he said "Do
not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and
where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.
For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also." (Matt 6:19-21).

We let our guard down against the enemy. We tend to think that Satan is most
dangerous when we are facing lack/need, but he is just as dangerous (if not more)
when we face abundance/prosperity. Suffering tends to sharpen our spiritual
senses, driving us to realize our need for God. But when things are going well it
becomes easy to put our lives on cruise control and start to doze off at the wheel.
But our abundance/prosperity does not change the fact that "Our adversary the
devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour." (1 Pet 5:8)

Some feel that prosperity/abundance is the result of our godliness. There is a sense
in which the OT points in this direction. After all, under the Mosaic Covenant God
makes it clear to Israel that obedience/faith will lead to blessing, while
disobedience/unbelief will lead to cursing (cf. Deut 28). But several qualifications
need to be made to encompass the totality of the OT's teaching. First, the Mosaic
Covenant functioned on the national level, indicating that the nation as a whole
would be blessed or cursed based on their obedience or disobedience to the
covenant. Applying this at an individual level is far more complicated.

Second, one cannot conclude from a person's suffering or prosperity the extent of
their obedience or disobedience..
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Third, God does tend to bring blessing to those who are obedient, but even in those
cases it is a gift of his grace since the very obedience in view is a product of God's
own work in that person's life (Phil 2:12-13).

Our trust/confidence is sometimes placed in what we possess rather than who
possesses us. Paul identifies this as a great danger when he writes to Timothy "As
for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their
hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with
everything to enjoy" (1 Tim 6:17). Those who have abundance are less inclined to
place their trust in God, because there is the appearance of security in their
prosperity.

In Philippians 4:12 Paul claims he has learned the secret of contentment in either
lack or abundance. That secret is knowing that our security rests not in our
current financial situation but in the one who loved us and gave himself for us
(Gal 2:20). No matter what your economic situation is today, whether rosy or
bleak, God wants us to find our security in him. Beware of the dangers of both
lack/need and abundance/prosperity.

Deut. 31:20

For when | shall have brought them into the land which | sware unto their
fathers, that flows with milk and honey; and they shall have eaten and filled
themselves, and waxen fat; then will they turn unto other gods, and serve them, and
provoke me, and break my covenant.

Moses knew that the Israelites, in spite of all they had seen of God’s work, were
rebellious at heart. They deserved God’s punishment, although they often received
his mercy instead. We too are stubborn and rebellious by nature. Throughout our
lives we struggle with sin. Repentance once a month or once a week is not enough.
We must constantly turn from our sins to God and let him, in his mercy, save us.
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Deut. 32:15

But Jeshurun waxed fat, and kicked: thou art waxen fat, thou art grown thick,
thou art covered with fatness; then he forsook God which made him, and lightly
esteemed the Rock of his salvation.

The Israelites had no excuse for abandoning God. He had shielded them like a
kindly shepherd. He had guarded them like a person protects the pupil (apple) of
his eye. He had been the encircling protector, like a mother eagle who protects her
young. The Lord alone had led them. And he alone leads us. Let us remember to
trust in him.

2 Chron. 12:1

And it came to pass, when Rehoboam had established the kingdom, and had
strengthened himself, he forsook the law of the Lord, and all Israel with him.

Here “Israel” refers to Judah, the southern kingdom. During his first three years on
the throne, Rehoboam made an attempt to obey God, and as a result Judah
prospered. But then, at his peak of popularity and power, he abandoned God. The
result was destruction because God allowed Judah to be conquered by Egypt. How
could this happen? Often it is more difficult to be a believer in good times than in
bad. Tough times push us toward God; but easy times can make us feel self-
sufficient and self-satisfied. When everything is going right, guard your faith
closely.

A record of this invasion has been found on an Egyptian stone that says
Shishak’s army penetrated as far north as the Sea of Galilee, in the northern
kingdom. Egypt was not the world power it had once been, and Shishak wanted to
restore his nation to its former greatness. He was not strong enough to conquer
both Israel and Judah, but he managed to destroy key cities in Judah in an effort to
regain control of the trade routes and create dissension among the people.
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Jeremiah 5:7-9

How shall | pardon thee for this? thy children have forsaken me, and sworn by
them that are no gods: when | had fed them to the full, they then committed
adultery, and assembled themselves by troops in the harlots' houses. [8] They were
as fed horses in the morning: every one neighed after his neighbour's wife. [9]
Shall I not visit for these things? saith the Lord: and shall not my soul be avenged
on such a nation as this?

Hosea 13:5-6

| did know thee in the wilderness, in the land of great drought. [6] According to
their pasture, so were they filled; they were filled, and their heart was exalted,;
therefore have they forgotten me.

Israel, represented here by the northern tribe of Ephraim, had been great, but by
Hosea’s time the people had rebelled against God and had lost their authority
among the nations. Greatness in the past is no guarantee of greatness in the future.
It is good to remember what God has done for you and through you, but it is
equally important to keep your relationship with him vital and up-to-date. Commit
yourself to God moment by moment.

When abundant possessions made Israel feel self-sufficient, it turned its back on
God and forgot him. Self-sufficiency is as destructive today as it was in Hosea’s
time. Do you see your constant need of God’s presence and help? Learn to rely on
God both in good times and bad. If you are traveling along a smooth and easy path
right now, beware of forgetting who gave you your good fortune. Don’t depend on
your gifts; depend on the Giver. See Deut. 6:10-12 and Deut. 8:7-20 for God’s
warning.
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Chapter 14

The Biblical View of Debt

The Hebrew law code is noted for its fairness and social responsibility toward the
poor. God insisted that the poor and powerless be well treated and given the chance
to restore their fortunes. We should reflect God’s concern for the poor by helping
those less fortunate than ourselves.

Why did the law insist on returning a person’s cloak by evening? The cloak was
one of an Israelite’s most valuable possessions. Making clothing was difficult and
time-consuming. As a result, cloaks were expensive, and most people owned only
one. The cloak was used as a blanket, a sack to carry things in, a place to sit, a
pledge for a debt, and, of course, clothing.

Exodus 22:25-27

If thou lend money to any of my people that is poor by thee, thou shalt not be to
him as an usurer, neither shalt thou lay upon him usury. [26] If thou at all take thy
neighbour's raiment to pledge, thou shalt deliver it unto him by that the sun goeth
down: [27] For that is his covering only, it is his raiment for his skin: wherein shall
he sleep? and it shall come to pass, when he crieth unto me, that | will hear; for |
am gracious.

God told the Israelites to help the poor among them when they arrived in the
Promised Land. This was an important part of possessing the land. Many people
conclude that people are poor through some fault of their own. This kind of
reasoning makes it easy to close their hearts and hands to the needy. But we are not
to invent reasons for ignoring the poor. We are to respond to their needs no matter
who or what was responsible for their condition. Who are the poor in your
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community? How could your church help them? If your church does not have a
program to identify the poor and assist in fulfilling their needs, why not help start
one? What can you do to help someone in need?

Deut. 15:2-3

And this is the manner of the release: Every creditor that lendeth ought unto his
neighbour shall release it; he shall not exact it of his neighbour, or of his brother;
because it is called the Lord's release. [3] Of a foreigner thou mayest exact it again:
but that which is thine with thy brother thine hand shall release;

Deut. 23:19-20

Thou shalt not lend upon usury to thy brother; usury of money, usury of victuals,
usury of any thing that is lent upon usury: [20] Unto a stranger thou mayest lend
upon usury; but unto thy brother thou shalt not lend upon usury: that the Lord thy
God may bless thee in all that thou sets thine hand to in the land whither thou goest
to possess it.

Throughout the Old Testament God told his people to treat the poor with justice.
The powerless and poverty-stricken are often looked upon as incompetent or lazy
when, in fact, they may be victims of oppression and circumstance. God says we
must do all we can to help these needy ones. His justice did not permit the
Israelites to insist on profits or quick payment from those who were less fortunate.
Instead, his laws gave the poor every opportunity to better their situation, while
providing humane options for those who couldn’t. None of us is completely
isolated from the poor. God wants us to treat them fairly and do our part to see that
their needs are met.

God’s people were instructed to leave some of their harvest in the fields so
travelers and the poor could gather it. This second gathering, called gleaning, was a
way for them to provide food for themselves. Years later, Ruth obtained food for
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herself and Naomi by gleaning behind the reapers in Boaz’s field, picking up the
leftovers (Ruth 2:2). Because this law was being obeyed years after it was written,
Ruth, a woman in Christ’s lineage, was able to find food.

Deut. 24:10-13

When thou dost lend thy brother any thing, thou shalt not go into his house to
fetch his pledge. [11] Thou shalt stand abroad, and the man to whom thou dost lend
shall bring out the pledge abroad unto thee. [12] And if the man be poor, thou shalt
not sleep with his pledge: [13] In any case thou shalt deliver him the pledge again
when the sun goeth down, that he may sleep in his own raiment, and bless thee:
and it shall be righteousness unto thee before the Lord thy God.

Proverbs 3:27-28

Withhold not good from them to whom it is due, when it is in the power of thine
hand to do it. [28] Say not unto thy neighbour, Go, and come again, and to morrow
| will give; when thou hast it by thee.

These verses are not a plea against generosity, but against overextending one’s
financial resources and acting in irresponsible ways that could lead to poverty. It is
Important to maintain a balance between generosity and good stewardship. God
wants us to help our friends and the needy, but he does not promise to cover the
costs of every unwise commitment we make. We should also act responsibly so
that our family does not suffer.

Proverbs 6:1-5

My son, if thou be surety for thy friend, if thou hast stricken thy hand with a
stranger, [2] Thou art snared with the words of thy mouth, thou art taken with the
words of thy mouth. [3] Do this now, my son, deliver thyself, when thou art come
into the hand of thy friend; go, humble thyself, and make sure thy friend. [4] Give
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not sleep to thine eyes, nor slumber to thine eyelids. [5] Deliver thyself as a roe
from the hand of the hunter, and as a bird from the hand of the fowler.

Ezekiel 18:5-9

But if a man be just, and do that which is lawful and right, [6] And hath not
eaten upon the mountains, neither hath lifted up his eyes to the idols of the house
of Israel, neither hath defiled his neighbour's wife, neither hath come near to a
menstruous woman, [7] And hath not oppressed any, but hath restored to the debtor
his pledge, hath spoiled none by violence, hath given his bread to the hungry, and
hath covered the naked with a garment; [8] He that hath not given forth upon
usury, neither hath taken any increase, that hath withdrawn his hand from iniquity,
hath executed true judgment between man and man, [9] Hath walked in my
statutes, and hath kept my judgments, to deal truly; he is just, he shall surely live,
saith the Lord God.

Matthew 18:21-35

Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me,
and | forgive him? till seven times? [22] Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee,
Until seven times: but, Until seventy times seven.

[23] Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened unto a certain king, which
would take account of his servants. [24] And when he had begun to reckon, one
was brought unto him, which owed him ten thousand talents. [25] But forasmuch
as he had not to pay, his lord commanded him to be sold, and his wife, and
children, and all that he had, and for payment to be made. [26] The servant
therefore fell down, and worshipped him, saying, Lord, have patience with me, and
| will pay thee all. [27] Then the lord of that servant was moved with compassion,
and loosed him, and forgave him the debt. [28] But the same servant went out, and
found one of his fellow servants, which owed him an hundred pence: and he laid
hands on him, and took him by the throat, saying, Pay me that thou owe. [29] And
his fellow servant fell down at his feet, and besought him, saying, have patience
with me, and | will pay thee all. [30] And he would not: but went and cast him into

105



prison, till he should pay the debt. [31] So when his fellow servants saw what was
done, they were very sorry, and came and told unto their lord all that was done.
[32] Then his lord, after that he had called him, said unto him, O thou wicked
servant, | forgave thee all that debt, because thou desired of me: [33] Shouldest not
thou also have had compassion on thy fellows servant, even as | had pity on thee?
[34] And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to the tormentors, till he should
pay all that was due unto him. [35] So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also
unto you, if ye from your hearts forgive not every one his brother their trespasses.

The rabbis taught that people should forgive those who offend them—»but only
three times. Peter, trying to be especially generous, asked Jesus if seven (the
“perfect” number) was enough times to forgive someone. But Jesus answered,
“Seventy-seven times,” meaning that we shouldn’t even keep track of how many
times we forgive someone. We should always forgive those who are truly
repentant, no matter how many times they ask.

In Bible times, serious consequences awaited those who could not pay their debts.
A person lending money could seize the borrower who couldn’t pay and force him
or his family to work until the debt was paid. The debtor could also be thrown into
prison, or his family could be sold into slavery to help pay off the debt. It was
hoped that the debtor, while in prison, would sell off his landholdings or that
relatives would pay the debt. If not, the debtor could remain in prison for life.

Because God has forgiven all our sins, we should not withhold forgiveness from
others. Realizing how completely Christ has forgiven us should produce a free and
generous attitude of forgiveness toward others.

When we don’t forgive others, we are setting ourselves outside and above Christ’s
law of love
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Chapter 15

Prosperity for the Future

The Book of Revelation

The Book of Revelation had its origin in a time of crisis, but it remains valid and
meaningful for Christians of all time. In the face of apparently insuperable evil,
either from within or from without, all Christians are called to trust in Jesus'
promise, "Behold, | am with you always, until to the end of the age" (Matthew 28:20).
Those who remain steadfast in their faith and confidence in the risen Lord need
have no fear.

No matter what adversity or sacrifice Christians may endure, they will in the end
triumph over Satan and his forces because of their fidelity to Christ the victor. This
Is the enduring message of the book; it is a message of hope and consolation and
challenge for all who dare to believe.

At God’s appointed time, the risen and ascended Lord Jesus will burst onto the
world scene. Then everyone will know that Jesus is Lord of the universe! Those
who love him will rejoice, greeting their Savior with hearts overflowing into songs
of praise. But his enemies will be filled with fear. Allied with Satan, the enemies of
Christ will marshal their legions against Christ and his armies. But who can
withstand God’s wrath? Christ will win the battle and reign victorious forever!
Jesus, the humble suffering Servant, is also the powerful, conquering King and
Judge.
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Revelation is a book of hope. John, the beloved apostle and eyewitness of Jesus,
proclaimed that the victorious Lord would surely return to vindicate the righteous
and judge the wicked. But Revelation is also a book of warning. Things were not
as they should have been in the churches, so Christ called the members to commit
themselves to live in righteousness.

FROM HEAVEN COMES A CRY OF VICTORY

Rev. 19:1

And after these things | heard a great voice of much people in heaven, saying,
Alleluia; Salvation, and glory, and honor, and power, unto the Lord our God:

Praise is the heartfelt response to God by those who love him. The more you get to
know God and realize what he has done, the more you will respond with praise.
Praise is at the heart of true worship. Let your praise of God flow out of your
realization of who he is and how much he loves you.

Today, many people think in the terms what is needed right now, but it is clearly
seen through the study of the Holy Scripture that the abundance of a life of
prosperity must include all eternity. The end of this natural life is not the end.
Prosperity for the believer includes spirit, soul, and body, both now and forever.

THE BRIDE OF CHRIST:

Rev. 19:8

And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white:
for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.
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John seemed to hear the voices of a huge crowd. The reign of the Lord our God
Almighty has begun. This is an astonishing revelation. The wedding garment
Jesus talked about in the Gospels is revealed. It is made of the substance of good
deeds. The write garment is likened to fine linen, ‘dazzling’ in its appearance.

Great multitude in heaven initiates the chorus of praise to God for his victory (Rev.
19:1-3). Then the 24 elders (identified in the note on [1Rev. 4:4) join the chorus
(Rev. 19:4). Finally, the great choir of heaven once again praises God—the
wedding of the Lamb has come (Rev. 19:6-8). See Matthew 25:1-13 where Christ
compares the coming of his kingdom to a wedding for which we must be prepared.

This is the culmination of human history—the judgment of the wicked and the
wedding of the Lamb and his bride, the church. The church consists of all faithful
believers from all time. The bride’s clothing is the righteousness of the saints.
These righteous acts are not religious deeds done by believers to their merit, but
they reflect the work of Christ to save us (Rev. 7:9, 14).

A NEW HEAVEN AND A NEW EARTH
Rev. 21:1-4

And | saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth
were passed away; and there was no more sea. [2] And | John saw the holy city,
new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned
for her husband. [3] And | heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the
tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his
people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. [4] And God shall
wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither shall
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there be sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former
things are passed away.

The earth as we know it will not last forever, but after God’s great judgment, he
will create a new earth (see Romans 8:18-21; 2 Peter 3:7-13). God had also
promised Isaiah that he would create a new and eternal earth (Isaiah 65:17; Isaiah
66:22). The sea in John’s time was viewed as dangerous and changeable. It was
also the source of the beast (Rev. 13:1) God and his followers—those whose
names are written in the book of life—will be united to live in the new heaven
forever.

Have you ever wondered what eternity will be like? The “Holy City, the new
Jerusalem” is described as the place where God will “wipe every tear from their
eyes.” Forevermore, there will be no death, pain, sorrow, or crying. What a
wonderful truth! No matter what you are going through, it’s not the last word—
God has written the final chapter, and it is about true fulfillment and eternal joy for
those who love him. We do not know as much as we would like, but it is enough to
know that eternity with God will be more wonderful than we could ever imagine.

A CITY OF CRYSTAL AND PRECIOUS STONES

Rev. 21:18

And the building of the wall of it was of jasper: and the city was pure gold, like
unto clear glass.

The New Jerusalem is a picture of God’s future home for his people. The 12 tribes
of Israel (Rev. 21:12) probably represent all the faithful in the Old Testament; the
twelve apostles (Rev. 21:14) represent the church. Thus, both believing Gentiles
and Jews who have been faithful to God will live together in the new earth. The
temple, the center of God’s presence among his people, was the primary place of
worship. No temple is needed in the new city, however, because God’s presence
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will be everywhere. He will be worshiped throughout the city, and nothing will
hinder us from being with him.

Jesus said that the temple of God is inside us. We serve notice to the world that the
temple of God has been rebuilt in perfection. No earthly edifice could ever match
this kind of cathedral.

Earthly homes and buildings seem important to those who view the world’s

Structures, yet, nothing can compare to the things Christ has gone to prepare for
those who trust Him.

THE BAN OF SIN WILL BE LIFTED

Rev. 22:1-5

And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out
of the throne of God and of the Lamb. [2] In the midst of the street of it, and on
either side of the river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of
fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were for the
healing of the nations. [3] And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God
and the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him: [4] And they shall
see his face; and his name shall be in their foreheads.

The water of life is a symbol of eternal life. Jesus used this same image with the
Samaritan woman (John 4:7-14). It pictures the fullness of life with God and the
eternal blessings that come when we believe in him and allow him to satisfy our
spiritual thirst (see Rev. 22:17).

This tree of life is like the tree of life in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 2:9). After

Adam and Eve sinned, they were forbidden to eat from the tree of life because they
could not have eternal life as long as they were under sin’s control. But because of
the forgiveness of sin through the blood of Jesus, there will be no evil or sin in this
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city. We will be able to eat freely from the tree of life when sin’s control over us is
destroyed and our eternity with God is secure.

Rev. 22:5

And, there shall be no night there; and they need no candle, neither light of the sun;
for the Lord God gives them light: and they shall reign forever and ever.

No longer will there be any curse” means that nothing accursed will be in God’s
presence. This fulfills Zechariah’s prophecy (see Zech. 14:11). The throne of God
and of the Lamb will be in it place in the city. His servants will worship him.
They will see him face to face and his name. There will be no night there.
Because the Lord God will be shining on them, they will reign forever and ever.

From these Scriptures, we conclude that prosperity cannot be rightly considered
without also including prosperity for all eternity.
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